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Finances, need-blind admission dominate State of Brown
Paxson discussed several 
issues, including financial 
aid and the university- 
college model

By ALEXANDRA MACFARLANE
UNIVERSITY NEWS EDITOR

Extending need-blind admission to all 
students — including international, 
transfer and Resumed Undergraduate 
Education students — would cost the 
University around $250 million, said 
President Christina Paxson in her State 
of Brown address Wednesday.

Paxson also highlighted the cur­
rent state of the ongoing strategic plan­
ning process, the evolving relationship 
between research and undergraduate 
education and the University’s finan­
cial state.

The address, held in Salomon 101, 
included both remarks from Paxson 
and a question-and-answer session 
with students. At times, she deferred 
questions to other administrators,

including M argaret Klawunn, vice 
president for campus life and student 
services, and Dick Spies, former interim 
senior vice president for University 
advancement.

The University is looking for di­
rected ways to immediately ease the 
burdens of financial aid, like providing 
more relief for middle class families and 
reducing the summer earnings require­
ments so students can pursue unpaid 
internships and research opportunities.

Financial aid is always a priority, 
Paxson said. “I know it’s something stu­
dents here care about a lot.” In the long 
term, she said the University is looking 
to transition to need-blind admission 
for all students, though she made no 
firm time commitments.

Full need-blind admission is “a bold 
thing to propose,” Paxson said, add­
ing that she does not want to “make 
promises that we have to renege on,” in 
response to a student question about 
diversity in economic access.

Paxson’s financial discussion was 
accompanied //Speech page 5
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President Christina Paxson delivered the fourth annual State of Brown 
address Wednesday, talking about the University's strategic planning.

Most faculty committee posts to remain uncompensated
A rejected proposal 
sought to combat faculty 
committees'struggle to 
attract members

By RACHEL MARGOLIS
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Provost Mark Schlissel PT5 has rejected 
a proposal from the Faculty Exeuctive 
Committee to compensate faculty mem­
bers for service in University gover­
nance, according to minutes from a 
Feb. 12 FEC meeting. The proposal was 
drafted to address the chronic shortage 
of candidates for faculty governance 
positions.

“All I can say is that we’ve discussed 
the proposal at length with the FEC 
leadership and then amongst the deans 
... and decided that service is part of a

The joint resolution 
would fund housing for 
up to half of the state's 
homeless veterans

By MARIYA BASHKATOVA
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

State Sen. Juan Pichardo, D-Providence, 
recently introduced a joint resolution 

— which has the

CITY & STATE legal standing of
a normal bill — 

that would allocate $1.75 million to 
build homes for veterans. The money 
would fund up to 69 units, which would 
house about half of the state’s homeless 
veterans.

Though it is not nearly enough mon­
ey to accommodate all o f the homeless 
veterans in Rhode Island, “I think we 
have to make sure that we continue to 
support our veterans, and this is a tre­
mendous start,” said Pichardo, who is 
himself an air force veteran.

faculty member’s regular job — teach­
ing, research and service,” Schlissel 
wrote in an email to The Herald.

Of all the faculty committees, only 
one — the Tenure, Promotions and Ap­
pointments Committee — offers finan­
cial compensation. Members of TPAC 
are entitled to compensation because of 
the importance of their work and the 
large time commitment it demands, 
Schlissel wrote.

Faculty members who serve on 
TPAC get a $2,000 research stipend af­
ter one year on the committee, $3,000 
after two years and $4,000 after three 
years, Professor of Religious Studies and 
FEC member Harold Roth wrote in an 
email to The Herald. Alternatively, they 
can replace the second and third year 
stipends with the chance to receive a full 
salary while on sabbatical, as opposed 
to the usual 75 percent.

Nationwide, 62,000 veterans are 
homeless, according to a 2012 point 
count by the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development. O f these 
homeless veterans, about 270 reside in 
Rhode Island, according to the states 
Rhode Back Home report, which de­
tailed several problems facing veterans 
returning from overseas deployment. 
While veterans represent only 7 percent 
of the American population, they make 
up 13 percent o f the homeless popula­
tion, according to the National Coalition 
for Homeless Veterans.

The Senate Committee on Special 
Legislation and Veterans’ Affairs met 
Wednesday to discuss the joint resolu­
tion along with other bills that affect 
veteran wellbeing and recommended 
the resolution be held for further study.

Physical and psychiatric disabili­
ties, the high cost of housing and the 
poor economy all contribute to vet­
eran homelessness, said Denis Leary, 
executive director o f Veterans Inc., a 
Massachusetts-based nonprofit that

“TPAC will never have a problem 
getting people to serve,” said Roth, who 
served on TPAC before compensation 
was offered.

Roth said the proposal’s authors “ap­
proximated the amount of effort and 
hours that went into the different com­
mittees” and organized them into four 
groups, with TPAC in the category of 
most time-consuming. The next most 
time-consuming committees would 
receive compensation equal to half of 
TPAC’s and the third group would re­
ceive a quarter. Members of committees 
that only met once a year would not be 
compensated.

Schlissel told The Herald in January 
that though he was initially open to the 
idea of compensating faculty gover­
nance, he was unlikely to approve the 
FEC’s proposal.

“The more I thought about it, the

services New England veterans and 
their families.

Many veterans suffer from post- 
traumatic stress disorder, which greatly 
hinders their abilities to find and keep 
jobs, Leary said. Unemployed veterans 
then become homeless when they are 
unable to pay for housing, he said.

Some veterans develop substance 
abuse problems when they try to cope 
with PTSD, creating a roadblock to 
stability, said Kevin Long, senior case 
manager at Operation Stand Down 
Rhode Island, a nonprofit that works 
to end veteran homelessness in the state. 
Fifty percent of homeless veterans have 
a serious mental illness, and 70 per­
cent are suffering from substance abuse 
problems, according to the National 
Coalition for Homeless Veterans. The 
poor economy also plays a role in vet­
erans’ difficulty finding work by making 
jobs scarce, he said.

Long is a veteran himself and was 
homeless for a time after he returned to 
civilian life. He struggled with alcohol-

more I realized that service is part of 
what we’re already paying faculty for,” 
he said. “So it seemed to be like a very 
slippery slope, to start paying faculty for 
serving on some committees. There was 
no way to stop and determine what you 
should be extra compensated for and 
what’s already part of your job.”

Roth said one reason why faculty 
members are reluctant to devote their 
time to service is that it does not weigh 
as heavily as teaching or research when 
they are being considered for tenure.

“Service doesn’t count as much 
for tenure,” he said. “It’s research and 
teaching that are primary. Service is 
secondary.”

He added that University commit­
tees like the FEC have a harder time 
attracting candidates than department 
committees because departments “make 
t h e ir  ow n //F E C  page 4

ism and was evicted from his home be­
cause he could not pay the rent, he said.

“I stayed in the shelter systems just 
looking for work here and there, but it’s 
a little tough looking for work when you 
don’t have an address,” Long said. He 
eventually enrolled in a rehabilitation 
program for alcoholics run by Soldier 
On, a Massachusetts nonprofit organiza­
tion that helps veterans.

Veteran-specific programs like Sol­
dier On that are run by other veterans 
are ideally positioned to help struggling 
veterans get back on their feet, Long 
said.

“Being a veteran is a completely dif­
ferent world, and only another veteran 
will understand,” Long said. Three years 
ago, he was able to find a job with Op­
eration Stand Down — which allows 
him to give back to others facing the 
same struggles he did — and he has 
been there since, he said.

“The veterans were there to help me 
when I needed it, and I want to be here 
to help other / /V e t s p a g e 2

ucs
I endorses 
Divest Coal 
resolution
The council also 
discussed online 
education and approved 
new student groups

By MAXINE JOSELOW
1 SENIOR STAFF WRITER

j The Undergraduate Council of Students 
j voted to support the Brown Divest Coal 
| campaign’s resolution calling for the Uni- 
| versity to divest from the 15 “filthiest” 
| coal technology companies at its general 
j body meeting Wednesday

Council members said they sup- 
! ported the resolution because o f its 
| ideological, not economic, implications.

Divesting from the 15 companies 
j would have a great “moral and ethical 
; impact” but little economic significance, 
I said UCS President Anthony White T 3, 
I noting that the University’s investments 
| in these companies only account for 0.1 
| percent of the endowment.

The council’s support of the resolu- 
| tion marked an attempt to “represent 

students’ moral opinion, rather than... 
an economically calculated decision,” 
said Giuliano Marostica ’15, UCS gen­
eral body member.

Kyra Mungia ’13, UCS communica­
tions chair, said she voted to support the 
resolution because it follows a historical 
precedent of the University divesting 

| from causes it does not morally support.
In 1986, the University divested from 

companies conducting business in South 
Africa in order to oppose the South Af­
rican apartheid, and in 2003, it divested 
from tobacco manufacturing companies 
to show disapproval of the industry. In 
2006, the Uni- // UCS page 2

R.I. Senate considers bill to assist homeless veterans
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CALENDAR
TODAY MARCH 14 TOMORROW MARCH 15

3:30 P.M. 8 PM.
Guns In America Karin and the Improvs Show

MacMillian Hall 117 Metcalf Auditorium
8 P.M. - 8 P.M.

Pi(e) Day Wind Symphony Concert
The Underground DeCiccio Family Auditorium

MENU
SHARPE REFECTORY VERNEY-WOOLLEY

___________________________ LUNCH___________________________
Grilled Turkey Burger, Braised Swiss Cajun Blackened Chicken Sandwich, 
Chard, Eggplant Parmesan Grinder, Eggplant Parmesan Grinder, Ginger 
Mediterranean Bar Sugar Snap Peas and Carrots

___________________________ PINNER___________________________

Tortellini Provencale, Mediterranean Meatloaf with Mushroom Sauce, 
Eggplant Saute, Toasted Ravioli with Mashed Red Bliss Potatoes with 
Italian Salsa, Caprese Salad Garlic, Roasted Beets

SUDOKU

1

6 5
2

7

3
8 9 

2
1 9

2 6 3 5
9 6

7 4 6
5 8 3 *

1 5 2

ACROSS
1 Geometry 

subject
6 Vend

10 “Don’t let 
anyone else 
hear this”

14 Cowboy, at 
times

15 Palm product
16 Classic cream- 

filled snack
17 For the birds?
18 Agile deer
19 Actor Ken
20 Stout
23 Seaside raptor
24 Have to thank 

for, with ‘to”
25 Horn sound
26 Belgrade native
28 Lawn option
29 Nova Scotia hrs.
32 Relative via

remarriage
36 Shell out
37 Stout
40 Gremlin and 

Pacer
41 Able to come 

back
42 Cole Porter’s “_

Clown”
43 Bond, for one
45 “Heavens to 

Betsy!”
46 Place to tie up
48 “_we having

fun yet?”
49 Intractable beast
52 Stout
57 Dead set against
58 Ram, e.g.
59 Significant
60 Sax immortal 

Getz
61 Politico Bayh
62 Blue hue
63 Reaction to 

being cut off
64 Not a good mark
65 Hem again

DOWN
1 Talk and talk
2 Casanova
3 For the bees
4 Tide type
5 Cubemaster 

Rubik

6 Milkshake choice
7 Gradually vanish
8 Cobb of “12 

Angry Men”
9 Not get the 

better of
10 Flickr image
11 Ring insert
12 Knife in “West 

Side Story”
13 Shape (up)
21 Tire-shaped
22 New England 

catch
26 Nos. for 

beachgoers
27 Chemical suffix
28 Cryptozoologist’s 

quarry
30 Name meaning 

“young warrior” 
in Old Norse

31 Short 
communication

32 Work on a deck
33 Large volume
34 Yosemite 

attraction
35 Not a good mark
36 Crossword 

component
38 Rival of Rory
39 Greeting in Rio

43 When doubled, 
a breath 
freshener

44 Specialized 
undergrad 
course

47 Permanently
48 Liam Neeson 

voiced him in 
‘The Chronicles 
of Narnia” films

49 Like many a 
prime rib serving

50 One in a 
Lincoln 
quartet?

51 Scatter
52 Reason for 

stitches
53 “Do __...”
54 Late-inning 

achievement
55 Barbra’s 

“Funny Girl” 
co-star

* 56 Flabbergast
ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE:

xwordeditor@aol.com 02/14/13

By Dave Eckert
(c)2013 Tribune Media Services, Inc. 02/14/13

Grad school vies for increased funding
The University budgeted 
4 percent o f its funds for 
the grad school, which 
some say is insufficient

By SARAH PERELMAN
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Administrators and faculty members 
have expressed concern about what they 
called the small share of University funds 
allocated to the grad school, a subject 
currently being discussed by members of

the Committee on Doctoral Education.
Faculty members criticized the level 

of funds the graduate school received in 
the recently-approved fiscal year 2013 
budget — 4 percent of all funds — ac­
cording to meeting minutes from the 
Faculty Executive Committees Feb. 12 
meeting.

The Committee on Doctoral Educa­
tion is in the midst of discussing the best 
ways to increase funding for the gradu­
ate school in the coming years, faculty 
members and administrators said.

“There is broad support among fac­

ulty and the administration that they 
want to increase support for the graduate 
school,” said Iris Bahar, vice chair of the 
FEC and professor of engineering.

This week, the FEC is talking to the 
president, the provost and University 
committees to figure out the best way to 
proceed, Bahar said. Issues under consid­
eration include a timetable for increasing 
graduate school funding and target areas 
of potential additional funds, she said.

Some faculty members expressed 
support for delaying certain building 
projects, such // Grad page 3
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versity divested from companies do­
ing business in Darfur, and in 2011, it 
divested from HEI Hotels and Resorts 
because of allegedly questionable labor 
practices.

The councils support of the resolu­
tion could induce student governments 
at other universities to show similar sup­
port, Mungia added. “It’s happening on 
campuses across the country. I think if 
a bunch of schools divest from coal, it’s 
going to make a statement.”

The council also discussed online 
course options with members of the 
strategic planning Committee on Online 
Teaching and Learning.

The committee is seeking student 
feedback before it presents its recom­
mendations to the Corporation, the 
University’s highest governing body, 
said Dietrich Neumann, co-chair of the 
committee and professor of architecture.

“Most o f you use text messaging, 
Skype and Facebook. My question for 
you is, how can that same kind of tech­
nology be used effectively in teaching?” 
Harriette Hemmasi, chair of the com­
mittee and University librarian, asked 
council members.

Tsvetomira Dumbalska T 6, UCS 
general body member, said developers 
o f online courses should seek to offer 
the same “personal connection” between 
students and professors as are found in

TOM SULLIVAN/HERALD

Council members cited the "moral and ethical" impact of coal divestment, 
rather than the economic impact. Herald file photo.
normal courses. Skyping a professor may 
not provide as intimate an experience 
as talking in person, she said.

Kimberly Wachder T3, UCS general 
body member, expressed concern that 
students in online courses may be less 
motivated to watch lectures assigned for 
homework. The University should use 
monitoring technology to “hold stu­
dents in online courses accountable” 
for watching assigned lecture videos, 
she said.

The council also approved the cat­
egorization of the Brown Fantasy Sports 
Organization, Quidditch Appreciation 
Club, Quest Scholars, Wubapella, Math-

WISE, Face AIDS and Bloco de Brown, 
as Category 1 student groups. It voted to 
recategorize Pakistani Students at Brown 
from a Category 2 to Category 3 group.

After much debate, the council did 
not approve making A Better World by 
Design a Category 3 group. Currently, 
the group functions as a subsidiary of 
Engineers Without Borders.

Allowing the group to bypass the 
typical categorization process and im­
mediately become a Category 3 group 
would set a “dangerous precedent,” said 
Jon Vu T5, UCS alumni relations liaison, 
because other groups might want to take 
the same approach.
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veterans when they need it,” he said.
Though providing veterans with 

housing is an admirable goal, it is also 
necessary to deal with the root causes 
of homelessness, Long said. Members 
o f the military should be briefed on 
available services prior to discharge to 
ensure they understand all their op­
tions and have support for readjusting 
to civilian life, he said.

Preventing homelessness is vital to 
treating the problem on a larger scale, 
Leary said. Veterans Inc. has been es­
pecially successful with its Supportive 
Services for Veterans and their Families 
program, which allows the organiza­
tion to provide temporary financial 
assistance to families that fall behind 
on housing payments. In the past year, 
the program has allowed more than 400 
families to stay in their homes, provid­
ing a cushion for veterans who may be 
out of work for a few months, he said.

The organization also provides 
“psychiatric stabilization services, case 
management services and food bank 
services,” he said.

“The fact that somebody comes back 
from serving in the military and putting 
their life on the line for all of us and then 
they end up sleeping on a park bench 
— you have to say, cWow somethings 
messed up here,”’ he said. “We’ve really 
got to put some attention on this.”

mailto:xwordeditor@aol.com
http://www.avoncinema.com
http://www.browndailyherald.com
mailto:herald@browndailyherald.com
mailto:gm@browndailyherald.com
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as the Brain Sciences Center, in order 
to allocate more funds to the graduate 
school, according to the meeting notes. 
Bahar said the idea of delaying construc­
tion of the Brain Sciences Center did 
arise, but faculty members also raised 
many other ideas for securing more 
funding. Administrators have made no 
concrete decisions so far, she added.

“The budget for the graduate school 
has gone up every year in the last de­
cade,” said Provost Mark Schlissel PT5. 
Increasing funding for the graduate 
school is necessary as the University 
becomes more research-based, but this 
will not take away from the University’s 
undergraduate focus, he said.

“I think it is a priority for the Univer­
sity to have a strong graduate program, 
but at the same time there are many other 
priorities,” said Peter Weber, dean of the 
graduate school and chair of the Com­
mittee on Doctoral Education. “I hope 
that we can move forward strongly with 
graduate education at Brown, and exactly 
how that works out well have to see.”

Graduate students said they support 
greater funding and have various ideas 
of where the money should go.

Stipends for graduate students should, 
be increased, said Matthew Lyddon 
GS, president of the Graduate Student 
Council.

“The idea (of stipends) is that we 
shouldn’t have to worry about financial 
contingencies in order that we can focus 
on our research, our coursework and 
on learning to become good teachers,” 
Lyddon said.

The current $2,500 summer stipend

for graduate students is difficult to live 
on, Lyddon said. He acknowledged the 
University faces a tough budgetary situ­
ation but said Browns education mission 
includes providing its graduate students 
with sufficient funds to pursue their re­
search and teaching, especially1 due to 
their value to undergraduates as teaching 
assistants.

Graduate students’ research can pro­
vide great opportunities for undergradu­
ates to get hands-on experience in their 
fields of interest, Bahar said, adding that 
increasing funding for one student body 
can benefit the other at the same time.

Vice President of Social Events and 
Student Life for the GSC Acey Sieffert 
GS expressed concern about the lack of 
funding for large-scale mentoring pro­

grams for graduate students.
Though they are older, graduate stu­

dents still struggle to adjust to Brown, 
Sieffert said, especially if they have never 
gone to school in the United States be­
fore. She said she hopes to access Uni­
versity funding to organize a graduate 
student peer mentoring program analo­
gous to the undergraduate Meiklejohn 
program.

Maria Salciccioli GS, a representative 
for the department of education on the 
GSC, said space for graduate students 
to study and socialize is her primary 
concern.

The Committee on Doctoral Educa­
tion is looking at ways to increase space 
for graduate students, Weber said, add­
ing that he knows of cases when graduate

students “in desperation have had to go 
to Starbucks” to hold office hours.

Faculty members and students said 
they want the undergraduate program to 
remain consistently strong as the gradu­
ate school expands.

“The selling point for Brown is the

undergraduate experience,” said Sasha 
Land T5, adding that it was a major rea­
son she chose to attend the University.

Bahar said keeping both programs 
strong can be done simultaneously. 
“Undergraduates are very important to 
Brown.”
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rules” about compensation. If you run 
for a departmental position, he said, 
“the department is going to think very 
highly of your public-mindedness” 
Departmental support is particularly 
desirable for tenure candidates, he said.

W hile Schlissel acknowledged 
service is less of a priority for faculty 
members, he said failure to fulfil their 
service obligations to the University is 
reflected in their salaries.

The University has historically strug­
gled to fill faculty governance positions. 
In fall 2011, the FEC went six months 
without a vice chair before Professor of 
Philosophy Mary Louise Gill filled the 
post in the spring.

Schlissel said he was still willing to 
consider compensating junior faculty 
members for their service.

“In instances where we call upon 
untenured faculty to do more than the 
usual amount of service, we are thinking 
of giving them some course relief — so 
instead of teaching four courses, you 
might teach three courses — to mitigate 
the early career consequences of devot­
ing extra work, more than they really 
should, to service,” he said.

Both he and Roth stressed that while 
a few governance positions must be re­
served for untenured faculty members 
to ensure their fair representation, the 
junior faculty as a whole is shielded 
from the increased service obligations 
of senior faculty members.

“We need them to serve, but we don’t 
want to hurt them,” Schlissel said. “Were 
very protective of the time and effort 
of the untenured faculty to make sure 
that everyone has their best chance to 
become tenured.”

But Assistant Professor of Engineer­
ing Petia Vlahovska, the only untenured 
member of the FEC, said she has no 
difficulty balancing service with her 
other commitments.

From the amount of work she has 
done for the committee, she said, “I don’t 
think I need compensation.” She also 
said she thinks “only the most senior 
members, like the executive officers, 
should be compensated” for complet­
ing a large number of “administrative 
tasks” in addition to their other respon­

sibilities.
The time commitment was not a 

concern for Vlahovska when she ran 
for the FEC, she said.

“I felt that only teaching and doing 
research is not enough to be part of 
the Brown community,” she said. She 
described her term on the FEC, which 
ends in June, as an enjoyable “learning 
experience” she hopes to repeat.

“I will try to get involved again be­
cause I really liked it,” she said.

Despite its rejection, Roth has not 
given up on the proposal.

“I think it’s the right thing to do if 
you want faculty to generally participate 
in the stewardship of this University,” 
he said. But ultimately, “the buck stops 
with the provost.”

( //Gunspage8
j
I in opposition to the bill.

Rep. Doreen Costa, R-North Kings- 
| town, Exeter, who is leading the oppo­

sition in the House, said she believes 
the bill is “the worst piece of legislation” 
that has been introduced in the Gen- 

; eral Assembly during her two years as 
a representative.

The legislation is simply a “knee-jerk 
! reaction” to the December shooting in 
; Newtown, Conn., she said, adding that it 
| will not foster any significant reduction 
I of gun violence in Rhode Island, 
j Costa said failure to pay the registra- 
| tion fee can turn “law-abiding citizens 
j into criminals’’ One of her constituents, 
I she said, owns // Guns page 5

Go to http://alumni.brown.edu/battleofthebands
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by a slideshow that displayed graphs of 
University revenues and expenditures. 
Revenue has grown in the past decade, 
partly due to a 1.1 percent increase in 
the size of the student body.

Though University finances have 
been stabilized since the recent eco­
nomic downturn, it is essential to set 
the University on steady financial foot­
ing for future planning, Paxson said. 
“You have to get your house in order 
before you go on to the next big thing.”

“It’s time to look at the next decade 
in a serious way,” Paxson said as she dis­
cussed the six strategic planning com­
mittees, which are designed to help her 
formulate her presidential agenda, with 
a focus on academics, student life and 
financial access. “We are approaching 
this in a very analytical way,” she said.

W ith Elliot Maxwell ’68, one o f 
the architects o f the Open Curricu­
lum in the audience, Paxson addressed 
“how we can translate the ideas of the 
Maxwell-Magaziner project in the 21st 
century.”

Paxson said the introduction of on­
line learning would not turn Brown 
into a fully online institution, and 
technology would only appear in class­
rooms after the University studied the 
best integration methods. The human 
interactions gained outside the class­
room — which can also play a role in 
education — should not be lost in this 
online transition, Paxson said.

The strategic planning committees 
still have many questions to answer, 
including where the money for these 
developments would come from and 
what divisions of the University actu­
ally need to be on College Hill, she said.

Paxson invoked the mission of the 
University, most importantly the “un­
derstanding in a spirit of free inquiry.” 
Paxson spoke of how she took advan­
tage of the liberal arts opportunities 
at Swarthmore College as an under­
graduate, at times studying English, 
philosophy and psychology.

While Brown has the resources of 
a university, it should stay “true to its

roots in liberal arts education,” she 
said, adding that she will continue to 
emphasize this over the course of her 
administration.

In Browns university-college mod­
el, scholarship and education are often 
perceived as at odds with each other, 
“but that doesn’t have to be true,” Pax­
son said. As the University continues to 
plan, the six committees can find ways 
to make students part of the research 
process.

Paxson called the University’s up­
coming 250th anniversary a chance to 
examine Browns history, both the good 
and the bad, and added that the content 
of the celebrations will be “driven by 
members of the community.”

More than 10 students volunteered 
questions as part of the question-and- 
answer session. Paxson told students 
the lewelry District offers interesting 
opportunities for expansion but the 
distance is not feasible for students 
who conduct most of their studies on 
the Hill. Considerations to potentially 
move the School of Engineering to the 
Jewelry District has come under stu­
dent criticism, The Herald previously 
reported.

In response to another question, 
Paxson said a modest amount of stu­
dent loans “aren’t necessarily a bad 
thing,” because they constitute invest­
ments in students’ futures. Despite this, 
Paxson said she does not want the aver­
age size of loans to grow.

“I learned a couple new things,” 
Paxson told The Herald regarding the 
question-and-answer session, adding 
that she is surprised to see the ten­
sion between the liberal arts and pre- 
professionalism “alive and well.”

Student questions provide useful 
context for moving forward in the plan­
ning process, Paxson said, adding that 
this will provide specific ways to adjust 
the reports as they develop in the com­
ing months.

The State o f Brown address was 
established under form er President 
Ruth Simmons in 2010 and is spon­
sored by the Undergraduate Council 
o f Students.

272 Thayer Street www.berkstore.com
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87 firearms and finds the potential $8,700 
fee impossible to pay.

This bill could actually lead to greater 
illegal gun ownership by residents unable 
to pay the fee who will bypass registra­
tion, Costa said.

The extra $100 takes money out of 
citizens’ pockets and could be better al­

located elsewhere, such as toward buying 
firearm safety devices, she said.

Finn said she could see that the fee 
might be set too high, adding that the 
Massachusetts fee is only $20.

But the importance of this bill is its 
role in fostering dialogue about gun regu­
lations in the state, she said.

In light of recent gun-related trag­
edies, Finn said the state needs “to begin

thinking about who has access to guns 
in our society”

Costa said the current process for 
purchasing firearms in Rhode Island is 
effective. Residents are limited to three 
firearms in one transaction and must 
complete an extensive paperwork process 
and background check and wait 10 days.

“You can’t just go buy a gun and throw 
it in your purse,” she said.
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What is college really 
worth?

The future of higher education, specifically public and private universities, 
is currently engaged in an escalating tug-of-war that pits “constructivists” 
against “traditionalists ” The former, decrying the traditional college model 
of lectures, deadlines and the campus, have found support in leaders such as 
Texas Gov. Rick Perry and Florida Gov. Rick Scott. Starting this year, Texas 
will have 10 public universities committed to offering degrees at $10,000, 
while 23 Florida public institutions have promised to do the same. Though 
we cannot predict this efforts effectiveness, it raises significant pedagogical 
questions and concerns about what a college education will mean in the 
coming decades. The $10,000 degree represents a troubling commoditiza­
tion of education — but the true value of a degree goes beyond price tag.

With the current economic climate and continually rising tuition costs, we 
understand why many high school graduates decide to eschew a traditional 
degree and engage instead in the work force or methods of self-education. 
Names like Bill Gates, Steve Jobs and Mark Zuckerburg serve as examples 
of those who went on to become successful without ever receiving a degree 
(other than honorary ones). We see no fundamental problems with this. An 
individual’s growth and learning can be supported by myriad sources, but 
without the exercise of personal responsibility and initiative, no external 
source — including a university degree — can stand alone as a sufficient 
identifier of a persons ability.

And herein lies our chief concern regarding the $10,000 degree. A degree, 
in its purest form, is merely a physical representation of a hard-earned quality 
education. At the same time, a degree and success, in all forms of the word, 
do not necessarily go hand in hand.

The $10,000 degree essentially serves as a middle ground for those who 
scorn the exorbitant costs of higher education but acknowledge the possibil­
ity of losing out on $1 million, on average, of lifetime earnings by forgoing a 
degree. This sort of logic is pragmatic but problematic. If degrees get cheapened 
to the point of blatant commoditization, these Texas and Florida institutions 
will not likely be attracting many students who pursue education for its own 
end. Rather, these institutions will mostly be attracting those who view a 
degree as a necessary prerequisite for higher earnings.

The $10,000 degree is aimed to disprove the potentially elitist idea that 
not everyone is suited for a particular standard of education, and it is honor­
able in that respect. But when Scott cut $300 million for state universities in 
the same year that he advocated reducing tuition, the $10,000 degree seems 
more like an unsustainable political statement that has more incentives than 
providing an affordable “education” for those who seek it.

Brown’s reputation as one of the top undergraduate universities in the 
world has perhaps deluded us into thinking that a number like $42,808 — 
the University’s cost of tuition — can be justified. While the possibility of 
overvaluing our education exists, it does not take away from the logical real­
ity that a $10,000 degree will come with immense limitations. It ultimately 
comes down to whether people are currently willing to make the trade-off 
between price and quality. We cannot confine the value of a college degree 
to an arbitrary number. Rather, we should devote our efforts to improving 
accessibility without sacrificing quality or services.

Editorials are written by The Heralds editorial page board: its editor, Dan 
Jeon, and its members, Mintaka Angell, Samuel Choi, Nicholas Motley and 
Rachel Occhiogrosso. Send comments to editorials@browndailyherald.com.
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Policy overlooks burden on Main Green dorms
To the Editor:

We, the residents of Hope College and Slater Hall, believe 
Brown Concert Agency should continue to provide those 
living in our buildings with free Spring Weekend tickets, due 
to the immense inconvenience we will encounter as a result 
of the concerts. We have appealed to BCA, but it refuses to 
consider our case because it believes the “benefits outweigh 
the costs.” We think this decision was motivated entirely by 
BCA’s interests and made without considering the lives of 
those affected.

Spring Weekend has a tremendous negative impact on 
residents of Main Green dorms, and for this reason, we should 
receive compensation. We will experience loud noises con­
stantly as the stages are set up, the Special Event Committees 
carnival is held and the concerts themselves take place. During

prior Spring Weekends, the buildings have been completely 
empty during the concerts as the sounds and vibrations are 
impossible to withstand. These disruptions are likely to com­
promise our sleep and access to our buildings throughout the 
week. If we were given tickets, we could escape the buildings 
and enjoy the concerts — but if the concerts prove as popular 
as projected, then it is possible that students will be unable to 
obtain (or afford) tickets. Although we understand the decision, 
we believe it is unfair that such a small group has to bear the 
costs for evervone else without being compensated whatsoever. 
We urge BCA to consider reinstating the free ticket policy out 
of an understanding of what we will have to endure.

Thirty-two Hope College residents and 51 Slater
Hall residents

See the full list of signatories online

Students must speak against Keystone pipeline
To the Editor:

The power Rachel Bishop T 3 , Emily Kirkland T 3 , 
Rebecca Rast M3.5 and Daniel Sherrell T 3 .5  are demon­
strating in their determination to stop the Keystone XL 
pipeline and force this sad nation to focus on climate 
change is building throughout the United States, Canada 
and many parts o f the world (“Undergrad arrested at

Keystone pipeline protest,” March 12). I f  Obama agrees 
to the pipeline, massive peaceful civil disobedience dem­
onstrations will take place. How about the rest of the 
students in Brown Divest Coal? Why aren’t they flooding 
The Herald with statements of support for the courage 
you four displayed?

Tom Bale '63

a

Being a veteran is a completely different world, and
yy

only another veteran will understand.

—  Kevin Long, senior case manager at Operation Stand Down

See vets on page 1.
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Brown’s H igh H oly Day policy
ALEX DRECHSLER

O p in io n s  C o l u m n is t

I can  fortunately  say that as a  Jew  o n  B row ns 

cam pus, I never feel u n w elcom e o r  ostra­

cized. O f  course, there  are subtle, everyday 

ways in  w hich  I am  d ifferent: I  call m y  ro o m ­

m ates C h ristm as lights “holiday” lights, I 
avoid eating bread  arou nd  Passover and  I say 
the w ord “schlep” m ore often  th an  I probably  

should. B u t for the m ost part, I feel like an  in ­

tegrated m em b er o f  the Brow n co m m u n ity  

no d ifferent from  m y non-Jew ish  co u n ter­

parts. F or m u ch  o f  history, the op posite was 

true. This equality  and  accep tan ce is n o t self- 
evident and  is som eth in g  the Jew ish co m m u ­

nity should n o t take lightly.
B u t there are tim es in  w hich  the co n se ­

quences o f  m y  faith b ecom e shock ing ly  evi­

dent. Interestingly, w hile w e speak very  often  

o f  the divisions that class o r race o r  p olitics 

can  cause, the separation that religions p ro ­

duce rem ains very m u ch  u n d er the radar. 
N evertheless, despite ou r accep tance, the 
Jew ish co m m u n ity  still has its d ifferences. It 

is essential for B row n co m m u n ity  m em b ers 

to  respect and h o n o r these d ifferences ju st 

as they  do the m any sources o f  rich  diversity 

that presents itse lf on  ou r cam pus. O n e  such 

separation is the unfair d istinction  the U n i­

versity m akes betw een C h ristian  and  Jew ish 
holidays. T hough we are at a p o in t o f  h istoric  
acceptance o f  diversity o f  faith , it is still ex ­

trem ely  im p ortant that Jews and  n on-Jew s do

* * CARA NEWLON
O p in io n s  C o l u m n is t

k

Tw o w eeks ago, I w as accu sed  o f  b e in g  a fe m ­

inist.

I received the insu lt in  resp onse to  a c o l­

u m n I had  w ritten  (“D o n ’t rape,” Feb. 25 ) in  

w hich  I argued th at ou r college cam p u ses—  
and cu lture in  general—  need ed  to  sen d  a 

clearer m essage abou t sexual co n sen t. I also 
contend ed  th at rape is, in  fact, bad.

I got slam m ed  in  the co m m en ts section . 

“The on ly  rape case I k now  o f  at B row n d e­

stroyed the life o f  a m ale  due to  a grossly u n ­

fair p rocess (th at d oesn’t even resp ect U .S. 

law) and  has b e en  set up by  fem in ists like 
C ara  N ew lon,” w rote the anonym ou s c o m ­
m entator. “It has b een  ffeq u en d y  pu blished  
that the scien tists w ho cam e up w ith  th e  sta­

tistic 1/4 o f  w om en  get assaulted and  1/5 get 

raped w ere fem in ists in  the 80s, w ho m ade 

up the num bers.”

I had  b een  labeled  a devious fem inazi. 
This hadn’t hap p ened  to m e before. It was 
k ind  o f  exhilarating.

A nd  it u n d erscored  a d eep er part o f  
A m erican  culture: F em in ism  can  b e  a d irty  

word.

O f  course, th is isn’t tru e  for everybody. 

O n  Brow n’s cam pus, we have active and  v o ­
cal fem in ist groups, loud and  p rou d  o n  a 

quest for equality. Yet d enu n ciations o f  fem i­
n ism  seem  to  b e  de rigu eu r —  even by  p ro m ­

inent, influential fem ales:

“I ’m  n o t a fem in ist —  I hail m en , I love 

m en,” Lady G aga said in  an interview . “I ce l­

ebrate A m e rican  m ale  cu lture and  b e er and  

bars and m u scle cars.”
Taylor Sw ift also re jected  fem in ism  in  a

n o t b e co m e  com p lacen t in  accep tan ce  and  
th at w e fight tog eth er against th is u n accep t­

able, ineq u itable policy.
A s a co -ch a ir  o f  th e  H olidays C o m m it­

tee  at B row n R IS D  H illel, I helped  p lan  last 

y ea rs  R osh  H ashan ah  and  Y om  K ip pur 

events. T hese “H igh H oly  D ays” are th e  m ost 
im p o rtan t in  th e  Jew ish ca lend ar —  n o t H a- 

n u k k ah  o r  Passover as m y n o n -Jew ish  b re th ­

ren  m ay  exp ect. E ach  night o f  th e  H igh H oly  

D ays, hu ndreds o f  B row n students d escend  

o n  B row n R IS D  H illel in  th e ir  blazers and

C h ristian  p opulation . W h e n  I h e ar students 

co m p lain  that finals ended  on ly  days before 

C h ristm as th is p ast sem ester, it rem ind s m e 

o f  th e  u n fa ir p olicies th e  U niversity  has.

B u t th is n e x t year presents a particu larly  
co n cern in g  co in cid en ce. R osh  H ashan ah w ill 
b eg in  Sept. 4  —  incid entally  the sam e day the 

2 0 1 3 -2 0 1 4  acad em ic y ea rs  classes w ill begin . 

W h ile  B row n R ISD  H illel strongly en co u r­

aged the U niversity  to  m ove the first day o f  

classes so that it w ou ld  n o t co in cid e  w ith  the 
Jew ish holiday, the U niversity  voted  in  op p o­

Brown is known for its embrace of diversity, its respect 
for differences in beliefs and backgrounds and its keen 

concern for acceptance and community. It is a moral 
imperative that the Jewish faith and culture are treated 

with the same respect.
yarm ulke to  observe the holidays. F o r m any  
Jews on  Brow n’s cam pus, th is set o f  H oly 

D ays is the on ly  co n n e ctio n  to  th e ir  faith . For 

m ore observant Jews, it is an im p o rtan t tim e 

o f  self-reflection . B ecau se w ork  is prohib ited  
religiously and  services are o ften  held  early  in 
the m orn in g , m any  Jew ish students do n o t 

attend  class throu g h ou t the holidays.

To b e  honest, we should  never have 

classes p lann ed  o n  these tw o days. B a ck  in  

N ew  York, sch oo l w as always can celed  d u r­

ing R osh  H ashanah o r  Yom  Kippur. B row n 
should  b e  n o  different. A  significant p o rtio n  
o f  B row ns co m m u n ity  is Jew ish and  w ill b e  
ob serv ing  th is holiday. It is to  th e  Jew ish c o m ­

m u n ity  w hat E aster and  C h ristm as are to  ou r

The F
2 0 1 2  interview , stating: “I don’t really  th in k  

abou t th ing s as guys versus girls. I  never 

have. I w as raised  b y  p arents w ho b rou gh t 

m e up to  th in k  i f  y ou  w ork  as hard  as guys, 

you  can  go far in  life.”
M y  a nonym ou s co m m en tator, Lady G aga 

and  T -Sw izzle have a certa in  v iew  o f  fem i­
n ism . T hey  seem  to  op erate u n d er th e  as­

su m p tion  th at fem in ists are a h ord e o f  angry  

w om en, w orking in  seam less G ro u p th in k , 

w aving b u rn in g  bras arou n d  th e ir  heads like 

so m e so rt o f  V ic to ria s  Secret m edieval m ace. 

F em in ism  m eans: W o m en  = good , M e n  =  
bad  p robab le  rapists. So m e d etracto rs b elieve

sition.

Brow n is k now n for its em brace o f  diver­

sity, its resp ect for d ifferences in  beliefs and 
backgrou n d s and  its keen  co n cern  for accep ­

tan ce and  com m unity . It is a m oral im p era­
tive that the Jew ish faith and cu lture are treat­
ed w ith the sam e resp ect as o th er religions, 

especially  given U niversity  p o licy  tow ards 

C h ristm as. Students have the right to  b e  able 

to  p ractice  m a jo r tenets o f  th e ir faith  and  to 

h o n o r th eir cu ltural heritage w ith ou t it in ter­

fering  w ith sch oo l w o rk  U nfortunately, by  

elevating C h ristm as to  a  h ig h er status th an  
Jew ish holidays o f  equ al im p o rt, th e  U niver­
sity is m arginalizing  o n e  o f  its largest c o m ­

m unities. It is a d iscrim in ato ry  and  im b al-

word
m oth ers.

T h e d ivisions rem ain : Shou ld  w om en  fo ­

cu s m o re  o n  w ork  o r  ch ild ren? C a n  th ere  b e  

a b alan ce? Sh ou ld  w e focu s o n  getting  m ore 

w om en  in  m ath  and  scien ce? A re  p o m  and  
stripping d em ean in g  o r  em pow ering? D o  we 

n eed  an  E q u al R ights A m en d m en t?
T h e p rio r critiq u e  o f  fem in ism  also  stem s 

fro m  th e  idea th at gend er ineq u ity  is d efu nct. 

A s Taylor Sw ift aptly p u t it, g irls w ho “w ork  

as hard  as guys” shou ld  su cceed  as m u ch  as 

th e ir  m ale  co u nterp arts. Yet th ey  d on’t.
In  2 0 1 2 , th e  U nited  States ran ked  2 2 n d  o n  

th e  G lob a l G en d er G ap  In d ex, w h ich  m ea ­

Shame and social opprobrium are powerful tools. 
Backlash to feminism is just an attempt to bully women 

into silence on uncomfortable subjects —  and it's
succeeding.

gend er ineq u ity  n o  lon ger exists.

T h is view  o n  fem in ism  is p roblem atic . 

F o r on e, fem in ists have rarely  agreed  o n  any­

th ing. W h e n  th e  E qu al R igh ts A m e n d m en t 

w as first in tro d u ced  to  C ong ress in  1923, 
m an y  fem ale reform ers w ho had  prev iou s­
ly fought for suffrage op p osed  it, fearing  it 

w ou ld  elim inate  w om en’s p rotective w ork ­

ing legislation . B etty  F ried an  and  G lo ria  

S tein em  h ad  a n o toriou s rivalry, cu lm in atin g  

in  Fried an ’s refusal to  shake S te in em s hand.

Sh ery l San db erg , c h ie f  op eratin g  o fficer at 

F aceb o o k , recently  p u blished  “L ean In” —  a 

fem in ist m an ifesto  w hich  en cou rages w om ­
en  to  gain  co nfid ence, assert them selves in 
the w orkplace and  pu t th e ir  p erson al lives 

second . U nsurp risingly, San db u rg  has faced  

m assive b acklash  from  p ro cla im ed  fem in ists 

and  n o n -fem in is ts  alike, critiq u in g  h e r p er­
ceived  d ism issal o f  th e  co n ce rn s  o f  w ork in g

sures eco n o m ic  and  ed u cational gend er d is­

crep ancies. W h ile  m ore  w om en attend  co l­

lege th a n  m en , th ey  earn  less th an  m e n  —  
acco rd in g  to  A m e rica n  A ssocia tio n  o f  U n i­

versity  W o m en  studies, w om en’s w ages are 7 
p ercen t sm aller th an  m en ’s in  th e  sam e o c ­
cu p ation .

M o re  strik ing  is th e  leadersh ip  gap: W o m ­

en  co nstitu te  on ly  17 p ercen t o f  th e  H ouse o f  

R ep resentatives and  th e  Senate. In  Feb. 2 0 1 2 , 

the H ou se form ed  a panel o f  a ll-m ale  w it­

nesses to  d iscuss co n tracep tion . In  th e  w ords 
o f  Rep. C arolyn  M aloney, D -N .Y .: “W h e re  
are all th e  w o m en ?”

C ritics  a lm o st universally  p an ned  Se th  
M acFarlan e  after h is u n com fortab le  hostin g  

o f  the O scars, featu ring  a ditty  titled  “W e Saw 

Y our B oob s.” It served to  exem p lify  th e  in e q ­

uities w ith in  H ollyw ood, w here w om en c o n ­

stitute on ly  9  p ercen t o f  d irectors, 15 p ercen t

anced  p o licy  th e  U niversity  should  seriously 
reconsider.

H aving sch oo l d u ring  these m a jo r Jew ish 

holidays w ill interfere w ith  the ob servation  o f  

the holidays. Students w h o  avoid  classes dur­
ing the holiday w ill m iss so m e o f  the first few 
classes o f  the year and  a  significant p o rtio n  o f  
shopping p eriod . F or th o se  students w ho are 

less observant, th is w ill a c t as a  d eterrent and 

significantly  reduce th e  n u m b er o f  students 

w ho observe the holiday.
This is esp ecially  d ishearten ing  for Jew ­

ish first-year students, w ho w ill eith er m iss 

the first few  days o f  sch oo l o r  m iss ou t o n  the 
ob servation  o f  th e ir  faith  d uring th is integral 

holiday. M issing  sch oo l w ill m ean  first-year 

students m iss ou t on  a day th at is sym boli­

cally  m eaningfu l and  p ractically  im p ortant 

for integrating  in to  college classes, review ing 
syllabi and  getting  to  k now  professors. F or 
others, m issing  ou t o n  th e  H igh Holidays w ill 
m ean  tu rn in g  th e ir  b acks on  th eir faith and  
losing  the op p ortu n ity  to  contin u e th eir co n ­

n ectio n s w ith  Jew ish life throu gh  the Jew ish 

co m m u n ity  o n  cam pus. Stu dents should  n o t 

b e  forced  to  m ake th is difficu lt d ecision.

G iven the p ractica l and  m ora l issues su r­
rounding the U niversity’s p olicies tow ards 
the Jew ish H igh H oly  D ays, B row n  should  se­

riously  consid er m oving  n e x t y ear’s first day 

o f  classes and  even giving tim e  o ff  fo r th e  m a ­

jo r  Jew ish holidays in  th e  future. A  co m m u ­
nity  that prides itse lf o n  acco m m od atio n  and  

em b race o f  d iversity w ould  d o noth in g  less.

Alex Drechsler '15 can be reached at 
alex_drechsler@brown.edu.

o f  w riters and  2 5  p ercen t o f  produ cers.
F em in ism  is n o t abou t m e n  versus w om ­

en  o r abou t v ilify ing  m en . I ts  ab o u t ad vanc­

ing  so ciety  to  a  p o in t w here a w om an, all o th ­

er th ings equal, ca n  m ak e th e  sam e am ou n t 

o f  m o n ey  o r  get th e  sam e leadership  p o si­
tio n . It’s ab o u t liv ing free  fro m  th e  fear o f  sex­
ual assault an d  e lim inating  th e  d ouble stan ­
dards th at p erm eate  o u r cu lture.

I  received  in ten se b ack lash  w h en  I w rote 
a  co lu m n  abou t sexual assault. A  w eek later, 

Z erlin a  M axw ell —  fem in ist, co m m en tato r 

and  rape su rvivor —  w ent o n  Sean  H an nity ’s 

show  and  argu ed  against a rm in g  w om en to 
prevent rape. “T h e reality  is th at w e need  to 
b e  ch anging  h o w  w e tra in  and  teach  you ng 

m en,” M axw ell said. “W e n eed  to  teach  th em  

to  see w om en as h u m an  bein gs and  resp ect 

th e ir  b o d ily  autonom y. W e need  to  teach  

th em  abou t co n sen t and  to  ho ld  them selves 

accountable.”
H an nity  b ru sh ed  h e r  off, stating th at “evil 

exists in  th e  world,” sim plify ing  th e  m yriad  o f  

sexual assault situ ations to  attacks b y  strang­

ers. In  reality, m o st sexual assaults are p er­

petrated  b y  p eople th e  v ic tim  k n ew  and  p er­

haps tru sted  —  a friend , a  boyfrien d . M a x ­
w ell su bsequently  received  rape and  d eath 
threats.

M ayb e it’s m y  “w om an’s inn ate  inability  
to  never ever let anythin g  go,” as M acFarlan e 

w ould  say. B u t sh am e and  so cia l op p rob riu m  

are pow erful too ls. B ack lash  to  fem in ism  is 

ju s t  an  attem p t to  bu lly  w om en in to  silence 

o n  u n com fortab le  su b jects —  and  it’s su c­
ceed ing.

Sexist behavior deserves to  b e  reviled  and 
fem in ism  celebrated .

Cara Newlon '14.5 is happy to talk at 
cara_newlon@ brown.edu. Be warned: 

She's a feminist.

mailto:alex_drechsler@brown.edu
mailto:cara_newlon@brown.edu
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Kelsey Smith
The House Corporations Committee held a hearing Wednesday 

on the Kelsey Smith Act a piece of legislation that would require 
telecommunications companies to provide law enforcement officials.with 
information regarding the locations of missing persons based on signals 
transmitted to or from their phones.

The bill is named in honor of Kelsey Smith, an 18-year-old woman who 
was abducted and murdered in Kansas. Authorities "were able to locate 
Kelsey's body because her wireless provider released the'ping'or'calf 
location'information from her cell phone,"according to the release.

Several other states have enacted similar laws, in part because federal 
law does not require telecommunications carriers to provide information 
that could help locate abductees.

Veterans
Sen. Frank Lombardi, D-Cranston, introduced legislation in the House 

March 11 that would reduce the corporate tax burden on businesses 
owned by disabled veterans.

The bill would "waive corporate filing fees and the business 
corporations tax for those corporations whose majority owners are 
veterans who have a service-connected disability," according to a state 
press release.

"I have nothing but respect for individuals who keep their businesses 
running despite ail the financial pressures they face," Lombardi said in the 
press release."! have even more respect for former members of the military 
who have been disabled as a part of their service and who still put their 
heart and soul into running a business in our state."

The Senate Committee on Special Legislation and Veterans'Affairs held 
a hearing on the bill Wednesday.

Rep. Stephen Ucci, D-Johnston, Cranston, has introduced an identical 
bill in the House of Representatives. It is currently before the House 
Committee on Finance.

Declawing pets
The Senate passed legislation Wednesday that prohibits landlords and 

superintendents from requiring tenants to have their pets declawed or 
"devocalized'The House Judiciary Committee is now deliberating on an 
identical bill.

Senate Majority Leader Dominick Ruggerio, D-Providence and North 
Providence, said these procedures can be inhumane and threaten pets' 
safety, according to a state press retease.

"Devocalized" pets undergo a surgical procedure to  have their vocal 
chords cut, usually in order to reduce the volume of a dog's bark.

Declawing can entail "full amputation of the last knuckle o f each of a 
cat's toes, often involving cutting through the animal's ligaments, nerves, 
skin and blood vessels," according to a press release.
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Providence wins philanthropy challenge
Mayor Angel Taverns' 
idea aims to improve 
literacy skills for children 
from low-income families

By MARIYA BASHKATOVA
SENIOR STAFF WRITER

Providence won the $5 million grand 
prize in the Bloomberg Philanthropies 
Mayors Challenge yesterday, according 
to a press release from Mayor Angel 
Taverns’ office. The contest — sponsored 
by New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg s 
charitable organization — called for sub­
missions of inventive ideas to improve 
life and solve problems faced by cities 
across the country

Taveras’ winning idea, called “Provi­

dence Talks,” will attempt to increase 
vocabulary learning and literacy in 
underprivileged children by supplying 
low-income families with portable voice 
recorders to track the number and type 
of words and conversations exchanged 
in the household over the course of a 
month, the Associated Press reported. 
After these word and conversation to­
tals are analyzed, families will receive 
counseling about how to best improve 
their childrens language skills.

The project aims to close the large 
vocabulary gap that exists between low- 
and high-income children before they 
start school — a gap of more than 30 
million words by the time children are 
four years old, according to Taveras’ press 
release.

“Education is the path out of poverty

— I know, because I have followed it,” 
Taveras told the AP. Taveras grew up in 
poverty in Providences South Side before 
attending Harvard to complete his un­
dergraduate education and Georgetown 
University for law school.

The prize money will initially fund 
the implementation of the idea for a 
small number of families, but the num­
ber will grow to 2,850 families by 2018, 
the AP reported.

Submissions in the competition were 
judged for their creativity, feasibility and 
ability to spread to other cities. More 
than 300 cities across the nation sub­
mitted ideas in the contest, and 20 were 
chosen as finalists. Four other cities won 
awards of $1 million to implement their 
ideas — Philadelphia, Houston, Chicago 
and Santa Monica, Calif

Bill looks to crack down on gun owners
Rhode Islanders would be 
required to register their 
firearms and pay a $100 
fee for each weapon

By MONICA PEREZ
STAFF WRITER

A bill introduced in the R. I. House of 
Representatives Feb. 14 would require the 
states gun owners register their firearms 
with a state licensing authority and pay 
a $100 registration fee per gun.

Gun owners who fail to register their 
firearms could face up to three years in 
prison or a $3,000 fine if the legislation is 
passed. The legislation was referred to the 
House Judiciary Committee for review.

Rep. Linda Finn, D-Middletown, 
Portsmouth, Rep. Edith Ajello, D-Provi- 
dence, Rep. Maria Cimini, D-Providence 
and Rep. Christopher Blazejewski, D- 
Providence, are sponsoring the bill in 
an effort to create a system for electroni­
cally registering guns and hold people 
accountable for their firearms, Finn said.

“In states like California and Mas­

sachusetts, there is currently a system 
of documenting firearms, but in Rhode 
Island, nothing like this exists,” Finn said.

The system would provide local 
law enforcement with basic informa­
tion about gun owners, she said, adding 
that she hopes it will discourage people 
from illegally selling or loaning their 
guns. The database could assist police 
officers in confiscating a firearm from a 
gun owner who has been arrested for a 
crime, Finn said.

Over 150 protesters rallied at the State 
House Feb. 28 // Guns page 4
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