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;ﬁo Jﬁf} fSh ri. Last week, the Dominican extreme left found 1t$elf hard put to
13 b effectlvely take issue with President Balaguer's ngmnawy 4 speech
: concerning the documents confiscated from Communist couriers by
Venezuelan and Dominican police (SANTO DOMINGO 2411). FOUPSA and
the MPD issued statements--the latter pointing out that it had
previously warned the President would present such "fantastic"
details of supposed leftist plotting to justify a new wave of
repression (SANTO DOMINGO 2338)--but denied little. Meanwhile,

a verbal battle began between the 1l4th of June and the MPD, which
concerned the disposition of $13,000 in funds acquired abroad and
resurfaced publicly the struggle between the two parties for
control of FOUPSA-CESITRADO.
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2. The MPD on February 7, replied to the President's speech in a
full-page manifesto in E1 Nac1onal Dismissing as a pretext
Balaguer's charges that "FOUPSA receives money from the Socialist
nations, the MPD claimed the labor confederation was under attack
because of its resolute defense of working class interests.
Similarly, the "arbitrary" detentions of Fernando DE LA ROSA and
Julio DE PENA Valdez reflected the GODR's desire to leave the
labor movement without leaders, according to the MPD. As for
the documents themselves, the party stated that de la Rosa had
denied possessing the documents, and alleged that de la Rosa had
been released for lack of proofs, following popular pressure.

The MPD did firmly deny that Jorge PUELLO (arrested with two MPD
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couriers at Cabo Caucedo Airport on February 15) was enroute
to Moscow, noting that it does not consider the USSR part of
the socialist camp. Criticism was also directed at Balaguer
for failing to remove Education Secretary Hidalgo, for
threatening the autonomy of the UASD and for turning its
Cartographic Institute over to the military. The manifesto
concluded with charges that the GODR is run by the US and is
now favoring the rightist Civicos, in hopes of uniting the
oligarchy, and neutralizing the liberal bourgeoisie, while
continuing its anti-communist and anti-people crusade.

3. The same day, in a two-page manifesto (also in El Nacional),
the 14th of June published its previously private January 26
letter to FOUPSA, alleging that de Pefia and de la Rosa (who
both recently left the party for the MPD) had turned over
$10,000--given to the l4th by the international proletariat--
to the MPD, and had resorted to the "lowest methods™ to deceive
the l4th of June. The letter was accompanied by a commentary,
which blasted the MPD for aiding Balaguer and the Yankees by
its M"ultra leftist and opportunistic™ policy in FOUPSA and for
causing grave damage to the revolutionary movement. Accusing
Juan B. Mejia, de Pefia and de la Rosa--as well as the MPD--

of Mincapacity, and a spirit of decadence and insolence,™ the
14th demanded that these leaders be thrown out of the
revolutionary movement "like garbage.™

4. Also on February 8, Caribe and El Nacional reported that

José Francisco PEREZ (FOUPSA Secretary of Claims) had demanded

the resignations of de Pefia and de la Rosa for having (a) used
FOUPSA to lend prestige to the MPD internationally; (b) introduced
sectarian politics, damaging to working class unity; (c) left

the 14th without discussing publication of their resignations

with its Executive Committee, and (d) violated democratic
centralism by their personalismo.

5. The FOUPSA Executive Committee made their response to the
President's speech, also via a paid manifesto, which appeared
in El Nacional on February 9. Describing FOUPSA as a democratic
and revolutionary organization, the Committee challenged
Balaguer to prove it was receiving aid from the Cuban CTC, but
stated such aid would be welcomed if offered and admitted
FOUPSA maintained relations with the WFTU. Continuing, the
Committee expressed its lack of surprise that "rewvolutionary
leaders™ mentioned on trips abroad their desire to strengthen
FOUPSA (as alleged by Balaguer), for FOUPSA had urged labor
unity through the formation of a single trade union center,
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joining all elements regardless of party or ideology. The
allegiance to FOUPSA of trade unionists of various ideologies
and devoted to the defense of worker interests, accounted
for the opposition to FOUPSA by Balaguer and the management
interests his government represents. However, the committee
warned, to the degree that the GODR attempts to repress the
workers, more and more unions will join FOUPSA to form such
a single center to brake the govermment's Manti-worker™
policies. Concluding, the Executive Committee challenged
Balaguer to carry out a list of demands to correct alleged
GODR repressive actions and exhorted the workers to join in
organizing to prevent anti-worker acts of government and
management.

6. Also on February 9, Julio de Pefia Valdez and the MPD
replied to the 1l4th of June's charges, with two manifestoes
printed in El Nacional. De Pefia charged the 1l4th with being a
bourgeois party, and with supporting Balaguer's attacks on the
MPD. He recited the history of the split in the 1l4th of June
(SANTO DOMINGO A-339) and claimed that the present leaders

of the party, out of hatred for him, were now determined to
destroy him politically. The MPD's Political Commission of

the Central Committee replied in a similar vein, dismissing

the 14th's statement as "calumnious™ and "wvulgar™ and

charging the l4th's leaders were either revisionists or working
for the CIA. Denying that Balaguer's speech had confused the
people about the revolutionary movement (as claimed by the 1l4th),
the MPD counter-charged that the 1l4th pretended to believe
Balaguer's charges against the MPD were true, and that by
printing secrets, were aiding the imperialists, whose hand

is always behind any attempt to divide the revolutionary
forces,

7. Comment: Balaguer's revelations of the confiscated
Communist documents apparently set back the efforts of the
extreme-left to promote unity within its ranks, which followed
the nationwide arrests of January 22-23 (SANTO DOMINGO 2338).
When, shortly thereafter, the 1l4th of June and the MPD launched
their bitter and public squabble--ostensibly not over

ideology, but dollars--the nascent unity efforts ground
temporarily to a halt. Meanwhile, the underlying struggle
between the two parties for control of FOUPSA continued to
heat up, under increased‘:pressure from the GODR.
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