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On the domestic front this week public and official attention
focused on two days of student agitation at the Autonomous Uni-
versity (UASD) in support of UASD demands for a larger government
subsidy (Item LY. The dnt iational focus of attention continued
to be the US/IPC dispute with Peru and the tuna boat incident
well as CECLA -related Cth1OrﬂLﬂLS (Item 2). Political pax
53 activities, as usual, pr ] the material for still other head-
S lines: 1) PRSC President C ionabo JAVIER Castillo again called for
=i = an electoral census (Item 3); 2) Santo Dom1ﬂgo Mayor Guarwoncx
< a. LLUBERES Montds was reelected President of the National uwstrjct
% Reformista Directorate (Item 6); 3) PQD President LT" s WESSIN Y
&N ke WESSIN, in an open letter to President Balaguer, cha that the
Sa) : government was systematically persecuting retired military person-
Ll 4= t
1. nel who are Wessin supporters (Item 5); and 4) the Democratic Con-
ciliation Movement stated that the 1970 candidacy of Hector GARCIA
o GODOY would be announced no later than February 24 (Item 4). The_J
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PRD, deprived of its radio voice (the station which carries the
program was off the air most of the week, apparently due to techni-
cal difficulties), had little to say this week.

In other news of interest this week 1) Victor HIDALGO Justo,
one of the more controversial members of the Balaguer administration,
was removed from his post as Director General of Mail and Telecommu-
nications; he had resigned earlier as President of the PR's youth
group, FAJURE; 2) apparently as a result of an arms cache discovered
in the area, some Army and Air Force troops will be moved to San José
de las Matas for further search operations; 3) the National Police
arrested five men in connection with the recent attempt against the
life of Police Captain LOPEZ Polanco and charged that MR1J4 leader
Amaury GERMAN Aristy offered each of the men RD$2,000 to do the job
(the MPD-linked Clandestine Revolutionary Commands, which previously
took credit for the attack, denied that it had been planned by German
Aristy); 4) Cirano CASTRO Fafias, who had sought but did not receive
official asylum in the Mexican Embassy (WPR#7), left for Mexico after
an agreement had been worked out between the Mexican Embassy and the
GODR; and finally 5) the press speculated that Agriculture Secretary
Fernando ALVAREZ Bogaert was a candidate to replace Hector Garcia
Godoy as Dominican Ambassador in Washington. (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE)

1. UASD Presses Demand for Budget Increase

This week brought renewed student agitation at the Autonomous
University of Santo Domingo (UASD) and new pressures from University
authorities to force the GODR to increase its subsidy to the University
by almost RD$200,000 monthly. The University Consejo, alleging an
insufficiency of funds amounting to over RD$1 million a year, voted
on February 18 to suspend the salaries of teaching and other personnel
beginning March 1. Other services, including "educational credits" to
about 810 students, daily meals in the cafeteria and transportation,
will also be suspended. According to the Consejo's announcement, the
measures will remain in effeet until the University's demands are met.
The move clearly seems designed to force the government's hand. The
Claustro, the University's highest policy-making body, reportedly was
scheduled to meet over the weekend.

The two days of student demonstrations (as this was being
written on February 20, National Police units are still in position
near the University but have been withdrawn from the immediate
entrances to the grounds and the campus appeared to be relatively
quiet) began on February 18 when several groups of students (reportedly
totaling as many as several thousand), shouting and carrying signs
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4. 1970 Election Speculation

President Balaguer commented this week that men of the
quality of Ambassador Hector Garcia Godoy "are those which
the country needs to direct its destinies”". The President said
that should Garcia Godoy run and win in 1970, "we will hand over
power to him with the greatest approval'. The President said that
he had no official knowledge of a movement supporting Garcia Godoy's
candidacy and added thet the Dominican Ambassador had not yet re-
signed his post in Washington. Last week a group called the Demo-
cratic Conciliation Movement stated that Garcia Godoy's candidacy
would be announced no later than February 24 and initiated its
campaign by placing posters around town. The New York-based
Partido Institucional Democrdtico this week ran large paid announce-
ments in the press supporting Garcia Godoy for President in 1970.

In an article datelined Santiago and attributed to unnamed
sources, El Nacional this week speculated that Vice President Lora's
ﬂolzt"cal_gtrength in Reformista ranks was of such a magnitude that
he could defeat the President in a convention vote. The article
conceded , however, that despite his strength Lora might not challenge
the President in order to prevent a weakening of the PR. (UNCLASSIFIED)

Comment: Vice President Lora commented to Embassy officers

week that stories about a rift between him and President Bala-

r were pure "invention". Another influential Reformista present

e&ed that the pressures on Balaguer to speak out one way or

her on his candidacy would begin to escalate at the PR's national
mbly which may be held in early March. (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE)
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local press this week printed substantial portions of an

ter dated February 16 to President Bslaguer from PQD Presi-
as Wessin y Wessin in which Wessin charged that the GODR
cally the Secretariat of the Armed Forces) was systematically
ing retired military personnel who are supporting the ex-
eneral. Wessin cited what appeared to be official, classified

itary reports concerning the activities of the PQD and certain
ired members of the Armed Forces who are sympathetlc to Wessin
proof of the PQD contention that the country's military insti-
cutions are being converted into "instruments of political power"
the hands of the Reformistas. Wessin said that despite repeated
:5:u ients by Armed Foreces Secretary PEREZ Y PEREZ that the mllltary
s apolitical, Pérez y Pérez himself "appears to be involved in
olitics in its least desirable forms'". (UNCLASSIFIED)
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6. Mayor Lluberes Reelected National District PR President

In what was reported to have been a heated assembly held on
February 16, Santo Domingo Mayor Guarionex LLUBERES Montds was
reelected President of the National District Directorate of the
Partido Reformista (PR). According to the press, 12 persons were
injured, none seriously, when a shot was fired and the crowd
attempted to leave the building. Mayor Lluberes at first told
the 3,568 delegates that he did not seek reelection to thé*post;—*
but finally acceded to demands of "Guarionex again". The Mayor's
slate was opposed without any visible success by one headed by
Dr. Reynaldo MONTES de Oca, a civilian aide to President Balaguer.
Mayor Lluberes denied assertions that the supporters of Dr. Montes
were mot permitted to enter the assembly. City Council President
Rafael VIDAL Martinez was elected Vice President and Barén SUNCAR
Mella, Secretary General. (A-56) (UNCLASSIFIED)
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