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SUBJECT: ARREST BELO HORIZONS PRIESf3 

REF: RIO 4616 

A c t i o n t a h £- r. : 

1. CONSULATE BELO HORIZONTS REPORTS 220 PRIESTS MET JUNt^il 
A R C H B I S H O P , BISHOP AND AUXILIARY BISHOP TO DISCUSS PROBLEM CREATED 
BY RECENT ARREST FATHER ANTONIO AND THREE (NOT T W O , AS EARLIER 
REPORTED) P A R I S H I O N E R S . SOME FAVORED ENERGETIC NOTE OF PROTEST BUT 
MAJORITY O P P O S E D , APPARENTLY LARGELY ON GROUNDS SUCH NOTE WOULD 
NOT BE PERMITTED MUCH PUBLICITY. ARCHBISHOP DOM JOAO RESENDE DA 
COSTA MADE ALTERNATIVE P R O P O S A L , WHICH UNANIMOUSLY ACCEPTED, THAT 
THERE SE READ NEXT SUNDAY IN ALL CHURCHES STATEMENT INFORMING 
CATHOLICS OF "ONE MORE EPISODE IN PERIOD OF SUFFERING THROUGH 
WHICH CHURCH PASSING IN BELO HORIZONTE." 

2 . REPORT ALSO MADE BY PRIEST JUST RETURNED FROM RECIFE AND FORTA-
LEZA ON CHURCH SITUATION T H E R E , WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE TO 
RECENT MURDER OF RECIFE P R I E S T . BELO CONSULATE HAS NO INFORMATION 
RE SUB3TANCE_JjE£flJiL 
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