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- RECIFE REPORT N9 59
101 fmepbassy Office BRACILIA June 21, 1968

PROM: Amconsul FECIFE

SUBJIECT: Allegedly Subversive Btudy Prepared by Belgien Pricst
Genorates Cantroversy in Borthopst |

m:' 5 EO50x1

The unavthorised publication of the contents of a confidential
Chureh stuly Juiped by many to be subversive Bamg led b6 cails
for the expulsion of the document's guthop, Father Joa:em Coablin,
and for the tranofer of Recife Archbishop Dom Mélder Cemara,
under vhose euspices the Delgian priest and sociclogist ig in
Brazil. The comtroversis) etudy snnlywes the ceusen for latin
fnericen underdevelopuent snd concludes that only a vegime of
force can bring about the social revolution esgsntial for
development. 7The inflammetory nature of the Comblin thesis of
politicel development heo disturbed many vespossible Forthe -
eagterners, and the prestige of reformsminded Churchmen has
gsuffered 68 a result.

BRERLRE

The premature publication of a confidential study concerning the Church ard
Tatin Asericen dev e B Recudted dn culle S the eepeioten of G
document's suthsy, © Seizien a@&&z?n m $hs toabhetopy oF Beeily Dachnidnen;
Dom Hélder Cmmrs, wiilsr Wped spicor G prlsst 49 in Srasil. The study
analyzes the couoes IOb oaledis i '
enly a regine of force can aehim the social vevolution which is & pro=

. condition 1o development in the remlon. In Light of these coadlusions, it
calls for bepic reform in Church attitudes end orpanivation. (The
Porteguese text and an informal English summery of the decument ere
attached.) The document which generated the controversy wag prepared by
Father Josgph Canbiin, o visiting profescor at the Theologicel Institute of
Recife, ond ie a coaumentary on o "besic text" circulated emeng Chwrth
lenders who will participete in the CEIAN (letin American Episcopal Council)
veetings to be held in Sedellfn, Coldmbia in August.
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The contyoversy wes sonounced to the public on June 10 by Recife City Cowneile
wan Wendenkolk ¥enderley, o long-time antagonist of Dem Héldey. In on sddvess
before the Recife Munieipal Council, Wenderley denoummced what ke tem‘e& “the
uost gubversive documsnt I hove Seen in my entive 14£6." Wanderley, who
mmwmmamwwmmmrmnmmamwm
the attention of the proper suthorities, claimed thet diselosure of 1o

contents would dispel all doubis ss to the tolleborabion of scme pricsts
with ccmnunism

fhe Gecument, ke pointed out, wade no reference o opprenaion in the Soviet
Union end wermly praised the Cubsn revolution while critdeiziang the governs
vents of Portugdl, Spain, and the Giited States. In sbhort, Wanderley
coneluded, the document opposed sll those who conbat commundem. “Thone of
ws who $till believe in God," ho told his fellow councllmen, “must resct.”

the called Tor resction caue almosy imwedistoly. The Jume 1t edition of
Recife's Diario de Pernswboco carried exerpls of the in¢ressingly controe
versiel study. A 10081 attorady and political crony of ﬁsmerley-, presented
& legal actlen calilng for forwal presemtetion of the sllegedly subversive
document a9 @ prelude to possible subsequent criminal ection agalnot its
guthor for unspecified offenses aguinet mationsl security.

The judiciel action was weinforeed by o forzal votion introduced in tha

Recife Hunicipal Asserbly the sene day by Wenderley celling for the transfer
of Dem Hélder and the ezpulsiow of Patber Comblin,

Interviewed by a Rocife Journalict copcerning allegaticns @sde as to the
content of the Comblin document, Dom Hélder, who at first had preferred fo
romain silent, was guoted as stating:

"In spite of mot agreeisg ontirely with a1l of the
declarabions which it contains, the doourmnt sent to
me by Father Comblin of the Recife Institute of
Theology is perfectly valid within the cnntent of
belng a persenal otudy of the CELAW basie ¢ewd.®

The .a:mhbinmy pointed out that the peper wes only cue of several he hnd
received and that Fether Coumblin, as o theolegien amd sociolegist, bad
every vight Yo ezpress his opinions.

The Dirdéctor of the Institute of Theology of Recifes lMonsenhor Marcelo
Carvelheira, defensively added that Father Comblin wos a men sdverse to
vigience, who opposed guerrillas, ond wos & firm advocate of the priasciples
of umiversal brotherhosd.

The controversy contimied te sount the following day with the puhi.imﬁion by
the Disrlo Qe Pernambuco ef the texst of the Comblin paper (see Bnclosure 2).
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Alpost eimaltencoualy, The £iret move toward dee-escalation oceurved whon the
- 1sgsl sotlion filed agpinst Gammn g Gwmarily maactaa ap boiag without
| Justificetion In low. An eppe . fed, and local ceiticiem
, of the Conblin thasis mntinnsa *t.u $ind #ahlic expoonion. Wenderiey at -
this point charncteristically told the prose that if he were Police Delegute
in Perranbuse (o pusition he 4id in foct ot ooe time occupy), Don Hllder
woald slrcedy be bohing barg.

Don Hilder responted wnly with exprossidns of contern for the effect the
mounting cempalgn might have on Pether Conmblin who, bo noted, vas ebsorbing
the brunt of public eriticism. :

Ham:'lwand WW found an wnezpdeted glly the following dey when the
Jorpal do Commercio editorially attecked the content of the Cemblin paper.
round the lines of political action suggested Ry the pricst

ally Trightening.” It concefod the author's sincerity, bet noted that
E&.t&eﬂ‘ wes alsosincore in his misguided desire to satadblisk 4ictatorial
mﬂummhwtﬁmuulofﬁmQQMﬁMQ The oditorial found Dom HE)der's
copments on the aabaar:t cmrly discreet given the document's inflammptory
| ccmm; 1% coneluded by ashing rhetorically, "Up to vhat peiat mupt the
{ state permit such at&eﬁ:&s?“‘

| Don Bélder could bowever take considevable perscngl sSolace on another front
{ a8 even Vefore the poper carrying mmmmmxwmm,m

i Parnanbuce State Acsqubly overvhelningly approved a motion sxpressing

l soliderity with the Avrchbishop. (Out of total menborship of 63 doputies,

| %2 votes were recorded ia fevor ond none agpinst.) Similer sollderity

| zotions ave boing conscidered in othepr legisliaturss i the gegion.

:  epproached bewvever, it was clear from the wmiy expressicns of
concers {mc os' mch were qot expressed publicly) that the etudy had neds
considerable impact. Pexbaps in recognition of this, Don Hflder, himself,
woved to calm the situstion by revealing the contént of & ¢able he had
roceived from Pather Codlin ms&m fAccording temmsaae,m
Belglen pricst vegratted the "crronsovs igterprotetions” end ® iion™ to which
wibvlication of bis paper bad given rize. Coamblin promiscd to revrite the

text to climirmte misunderctandings es to ibe megning.

Althovgh the Joynal do Commercip returncd to the sttack on June 16 with
) Serning toe “aew ingwleltion” sliegedly edvecated by

i ?&MW mammwmwanawwmm to continue
. his defense of “democrasie priuciples,™ the Comdlin stetement Fend by
= Dom BSYder ond the Assemdly's vote of solidarity jdemporarily at least,
| defiated the josue. Additionnl ground was cut from unfer Waniorley when his
| fellow Municipal Councilmen; over his wocal grotests; approved a motion of

solidarity for Doa Eflder's pustorsl getdvities; while st ihe seue tinme
condemaing the convent of the Cemblin papor.
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1. iaml Summmry=Translation of Stn_ﬁy mapamd ‘by I?am:r cembun

12, 1968
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(memnnwmmmmammu“mu text” circulgted
esong Latin Americen Churchmen who will participate in the CEIAM mestiug
which will take piace in Awguet in Medeilfn, Colombis. )

Latin Aperice is charectarized by being & Makty aristocratic ;mimo

of the mogt aristocratic ever existing in the blatory of civilisatien.” A
White aristocravy; which hes accumaieted &)l power, ell wealth end all culture,
exists side by side with & clapps of semi-plaves. In guch circumstences,
overall gvolubion requires ¢ prior social yevolution which will do awmy with

f the deningnt eristocrany. Giuch s revolution ghould not be confused with

[ duvelopment but ie only en essentinl precemdition for develepment. There

ere both pesceful and viclent meons to achieve the reguired soeial revelution.

The Chureb has beon and continues 0 be @ buiwark ¢f vnderdevelcopment. Any
action to edchicve deovelapment cught to begin with ecclesiastical yeform. %o
serve @& sn e¥enple for the future, the Church rust Tivst free itself frem
its past. The following eare some of the ¢lements which cheractevize the
Church'es woderdeveloprent:

1. Iack of attehtion to the aeeds of the masses.

2. Sclidaritywith the ruling class: With regard to social problems,
the Church often adopte the viewpoint of the dominant class.

Organizationsl ineapecity: Glven the present dispersion of
Church powey, uo unified plan of acticn can be considersd.

k., Ceoloninlism: Given the oxenple of coloaielian which it
presents as @ large recipient of foreimn assistance, the
Chureh will find it difficuld to preach the necesssry
nationalism.

S« Poor ednminictrution of property: Huch Church moﬂs remaing
ccmplmry unpyoductive.

& Welferism: ihe welfare structures which the Church hos crested
ave practicaily indestructible.

“ﬂ
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7, Classical imntruction: Tyveditions) Catholic lnsteuction

perhsps beare the gywatust msmminw gor the aaintonence
of the teeditional ¢lees ohructube.

B, Treatment of cuplayees: %mhmwaumw
exgotly as does the doninnnt closs.

N B W&W W Chureh orgonizetion typiiies edninistrative

30. ﬂight uf‘ t@maem Todny's fatin lizericon priest seeks
cppprtunity to Jdeadrd to Hueps.

1% Prisdtive religlon: Tho veligion taught tho people Bés vo
velevonce to the Govelopaent Precans.

12, Clesed strustures: In sy lustomces Church grgamigaticon
:ﬁ:ﬁMtﬂq@ﬂﬁamwmm,:g eularly to these €rom the lowey
(i

ba effective pastoral progren sust attend to theso twelve items. The Chiuch
shorld not geck to impose any dsvelopmental formmla. The Church's social
doctrine should, NHovever; corpet, if puaai’bw, werers ond confusion among
Christione and Hthers who hee@ its word. It should stiempt to clear the rous
to develogaent by Wslping to climisnte Oreconceptiocns. -

theit eve the problems of taReoffy Both subjoetiva and objective s:naﬁdtim
for duvelopment tmve been Sefined, Principal amung the dbjeckive conditions
im the existence of & power cipable of pronoting both reform and the ine

ispersable soclal rewlntion, Subjective oonditdcns isoludie Wa ercatian
we the neceszery technicsl and scisntific mﬁt@i‘%’. :

mommmmmtmmmmfmmm@wmmum
ean Be promoted through norusl pelitical evolution ¢lthin the principles

which govarn Western society. 3he foree of the stute will bo required te
elinioate privileges sud establish now etrugtures. Thic forey will aleo

M%WW?MM&MW%MW&M; {1) the congvest
of powor by @ & group dedlosted to reforms and (2) ¢he cxercise of elther

soritarion or dictatorial poiir to fmpose the neccesury yeforms.

To procecd, we mist dispense with false selubioms such ts the “foguiswno,”
the dectrine of centers of losurrection developed by Th8 Guevars and
Begis Dedray. Sush golutione are pure zomoxticisie end ave nob apnumm
to counterles such g8 Rrasil.

"y S,
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mw%&m&m&amm&mm&wmmmw
wnified oction, probebly with charispntic lesdership. This group must exerd
prespure to bring down the govornsent end to establich itself im power. It
would be @ mistake to think io tenrs of military insurrecticn. [Mlitery

- am&mumfuammmmazmasmmwmzmmw

longer h@w the ability to resist. o :
It would similerly be o mistals to &num m the Church” or “morals®
conderm acte of forpe to obtain power. ~Can those capable of exevelsing
pover assune it when the muler shews himpelf iscapeble of governing? Tho
Pope hao sesponded in the effirgative. Aay group sore copable or more

dotermined can legitimstely take power if It is eble. Hot only can but
maet teks pover.

thén & politicol grouning capchle of esmuming porgy dcvolops,the Church
must mmmﬂwmm it 3f it connct control it. Such action
would mot respeet the autescuy of the tomporal world sng would force
Mﬁamm nistorieel opportuaitics which, ot timss, are not repented.

Today we need to return to certein traditionol positions comecrping the
pnmay of politienl service. The politicel vecation i really the highest

logitinete power is force ot the seyvico of lagv <= the true and just law.

It éoen mot suffice to make lsve. It ic nocesgary ¢o impose them Ly force.
To achicvo toksofy, mwmmmmmmmmm. Bodical
reforus conmot be made ccnsuiting the majority.

Power must cowrt upon force. A tluss At can pely upon tho axmed forces;
at other tiumes it 1o necessary to dissolve then. At tloes 4% will be
pecessory to distributd ayme to the people. In eveory ease 4% vill bo
neceasary to estadlish e rapressive aystem. .

MMW mewmmwmmenMw&tmmtsm
mg.mms Hithout 1%, Gevelopment will wemmin repcyved for e l:tmteﬁ

The Church 45 jmplicoted in this procose of exmreise of powsr Wy its
,ms.iumm to the estadblistment of o strong powers

%mmmmmmwzmmawm,mmu

ployed by religion is dininiching, Nea Becoms mere critical eitd more exacting.

@Bml@or;

‘,Mbacmmm&im In many instonces ths

B e e P NI JE S, R S-S T R TP PRS- e S
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Enclosure 1 o=~ pe &

- clergy tends to reinforce the past and $o ilnpede gvolution tovard o move

erivieal, seicatific and developod mentality.

Toke-off presupptscs the w&m of & couscience of national soliderity.
A truo devclopment palicy will place before ¥he priviloged the optica of
leaving the country or rencuncing thelr emceptional situstion. Prom the
populer masses, sociclisetion will veguire other offorts: work discipline;
the vemmelation of the ideal of the small property mmer; and the scceptabcs
of tollicctive polnts. From all, the teke-off reguives the discipline of
cnmbar:,datiun with & stronz goverament. Unbridiesd {ndividualiem must be
CUPDTEES

If the Church doed wnot awalken the conviction thet things con shd ouahe to
ghanss“tﬁswmmmtmimofd&m@&ﬁsimmwmtmm
of Oold, 1t cannot becone & factor in the developument proccss.

YIORAL SIFUNTTON:

An demoustrated during the Hew Delhi cenforence, the industrialiged nations
have decided to do votking to gecelerate the dsvelopment of the rest of the
worlid. Given this situstion, thero 45 no ovidence of good will, the only
polution is recowrse to force. Bub vhat force? To think fn temms of &
generalized Vietnan would be madness. We nsed to discovey other means of
pressure vhich will niot exclufic militory dsasures in ¢xtreme <uses. However,
without fear, the seceusery concassions capnot be exected from the rich

The fellowing points ghould bo consideved:

1. Expericnee phovs that ecceloratioch of the process of change within the
Charel i best accomplished by groups freed from the traditional structures
and responsible only to some form of centralized contrel.

2. 'The religious sotion of the Clntroh Before the masses is almost impossible
beeouse of the lack of appropriste styructures.

3 The presence of lagmen in the Church is #til) lorgely e dend letter.
h. Bxperience chows that the most flexible ang effective Chureh governmest

for our tines is @ centralized anfl vollegial governmend. Decentralization
in meny dioteses and réligious provipcss wakes any unlfied policy mpousimea

NW#:43265 DocId:31246943
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. 5 Im recont timss the dependence or the latin Apcrican Church has
g =e ‘ can Chur 3 dncreased.
ng i.martaum of priesis es well as the eoceptance of foreign assistance
bas crested e series of dependont institutions. :

6 4 -ﬁgﬂﬁmﬁ gesture on the part of the Church would ha |

Y, Hesy ould be the inmediate
ﬁiﬁti’gﬂ#iﬂn to the poox of ai.l uproductive Chureh property, such as
SACTLVLV pas and insufficiently utilized buildings el . get, would
I‘W,“l_ 3 "": ;ia tm, g ooy ently buildings. Such az get would

POX: Kialon: Jbo "
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