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Bahia Consti tut ion Proolaiired 

1 . Froia the fiaeent he took o f f i c e on A p r i l 7 , 1967 Gtovemor LuLs ifiana 
F 'iiho worked f e v e r i s h l y to prepare a draft c o n s t i t u t i o n to be acted upon 
before the May 15 l e g a l deadline. Mis d r a f t , which adhered s t r i o t i y to 
the post revolutionary l i n e s of the federal c o n s t i t u t i o n , was del ivered 
to the L e g i s l a t i v e Aseerably on d o r i l 1 7 . DB forces s e v e r e l y c r i t i c i z e d 
the short time allowed for the l e g i s l a t i v e branch to e r tue draft 
which, they s-iiid, was tiot an adaptation to the c a r t a . , . . . ^ , . 1 . - out m e i i t i r e -
l y new c o i m t i t u t i o n . Despite the polsRiics involved, both benches iffiise-
d i a t e l y s e t t l e d down to t h e i r t a s k s . ASEJU Deputy alolsi© dhort was 
elected president of the C o n s t i t u t i o n a l GcHamittee, and he was a s s i s t e d ' — 
by a v i c e president and eleven raporteurs. Procedural r u l e s c l o s e l y f o l ­
lowed the guidelines l a i d down i n I n s t i t u t i o n a l iutt U of Deoeeber 7 , I 9 6 6 . 

2 . The deputies had about t h i r t e e n days, u n t i l i.ay 2« to study the draft 
and sulmit anenteents. Ae was to be expected, 3 8 O aiaendaents of scae 400 
were tabled on the f i n a l day. The Consti tuticmal Committee then took 
f ive days to review the work and t h i s process eliminated aoout I 3 0 anend-
!:ents because of d u p l i c a t i o n , t e c h r i i c a l flaws o r i l l e g a l i t y . The aassR-
bly was, however, faced with the formidable t a s k of debating the reTiain-
ing 271 amnedbaMits, voting on them and incorporating the r e s u l t s into the 
draft of the executive b r a n ^ , a l l w i t h i n a time period of ei^ht da;/3. 
The President of the l e g i s l a t i v e Assembly, aacraaento Bieto, c a l l e d the 
chamber for four sessions d a i l y , scxae l a s t i n g a l l n i ^ t , during the pe­
r i o d Kay 8 - 10, After t h i s phase the C o n s t i t u t i o n a l Committee took 
another two days preparing the draft for voting on fey 13 and prcmailga-
t i o n Kay 1 4 . 

3» ihougi) the fed l o a d e r , Clodoaleo Cimpos, h m e . . iri icr tiiro^-tened to 
boycott the f i n a l voting "beeause the w r a i l voice of the opposition coxiid 
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hardly be heard", h i s bench had wojriked hanxioniously with Â ffi-WA deputies 
i n the preparatory and d i s c u s s i o n sti.xres of the pro " ess had 
coiisiaented favorably on the b i - l a t e r a l effort being eaerwey, ^.^^.a there 
w<*s reason to hor)e that t h i s state of euphoria would continue. On !4ay 
1 3 , however, the l e a d e r took exception to the c h a i r ' s r u l i n g that 
the affiendiaents -would oe voted g l o b a l l y , ajnd after a tusaultuous s e s s i o n 
the MDS bloc of twelve a n g r i l y withdrew, refusing to take p,art i n the 
voting. ii®aini|eent o f the accusations l e v e l l e d at the goverraient party-
daring the b r a a x l i a proceedings, i ^ S spokesmen charged that a^HA had 
dwainated the p r o j e c t , that i t h-id broken a pledge to vote amer-toents i n ­
d i v i d u a l l y m d that the r e s u l t would be an undemocratic c o n s t i t u t i o n . 
AiMA l e a d e r * saiB''<"v' J. \' •;• -f: • • - ' ' o n 
and pointed out . .r -
aole QOJisideration i n the r , ^xn f a c t , .ored 
123 aBiend...ents to I 4 8 for vdiich 72 AH' „ approved 
aiui incorporated into the c o i i s t i t u t i o n ) . 

4* The e x e c u t i v e ' s draft contained 6 chapters coaprising i r l i c l e s . 
The firxcxl c o n s t i t u t i o n expanded the raxviber of cha'ptera to 1 1 and a r t i c l e s 
to 1 4 1 . A l l of the key provl .iutoiitted by the goveram«it were ap-
proved as w e l l as many of the l e s s c o n t r o v e r s i a l ameiKfc. jsed by 
the opixjsit ion. M)B forces were p a r t i c u l a r l y vocal i n u the ap-

pointmeHt of the Vice Governor to preside over the L e g i s l a t i v e Asseiably 
and, due to t h e i r i n s i s t e n c e , t h e circiSKistancea u M e r which he w i l l not 
be pertsdtted to preside ( f o r exaaple, during debates on exijexiditures of 
p u b l i c funds; during -any s e s s i o n to consider impeachJucnt of the governor 
e t c ) , were w r i t t e n into the new c o n s t i t u t i o n . Another basic a l t e r a t i o n 
to the 1 9 4 7 c o n s t i t u t i o n was the abolishawit of the Gtate Council o f 
Education, which held seiRi-autoncffiious powers, including f i s c a l c o n t r o l , 
i n the general s e c t o r of education. These powers w i l l now be vested i n 
the Secretary of i'dueation. xnother disputed c l a u s e , which was never­
t h e l e s s approved, e; i t s ajtiemtosit of the c o n s t i t u t i o n during a period 
o f federal i n t e r v e n t i o n . I n the 1947 c o n s t i t u t i o n , mendiftents were not 
p e m l t t e d e i t h e r during a s t a t e of s iege o r during a period of federal 
i n t e r v e n t i o n , a provision concerning reapportioa-ient of oouncllKi«i ( v e -
readores) on the followlrig ba^is of l i o n , was uch praised as an 
iiaprov«Eeat over the present apportx , b s : fflimioip.3litie8 with l e s s 
than 25,OtX) populatitm w i l l have 9 councilmen; from 2 5 , 0 0 0 to 7 5 , 0 0 0 , 
1 1 eouncilrsen; from 7 5 , 0 0 0 to 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 , 13 councili&en; from 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 to 
3 0 0 , 0 C X ) , 1 5 couiioilaen; and a c r e than 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 , 19 couacilmen. Under 
the new c o r i s t i t u t i o n , deputies w i l l m longer r e c e i v e t h e i r s a l a r i e s 
during periods of i l l n e s s of lesb than four laonths; during absences i n 
excess of four iaonths, the deputy w i l l be replaced by an a l t e r n a t e and 
he (the deputy) w i l l go on r e c e i v i n g h i s f u l l s a l a r y — t h i s i s the only 
s i t u a t i t m ^Aere deuuties w i l l continue to r e c e i v e t h e i r s a l a r y . The new 
c o n s t i t u t i o n provides free schooling f o r a l l c h i l d r e n 7 to 14 years of 
age Mid advaacftd free schooling when the student deiaonstrates -.ptitude 
and f i n a n c i a l need. 
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5. Soee of the more r a d i c a l and/or c o n t r o v e r s i a l MMntecnts idiieh 
dovei to defeat included: a ) abolishment of the o f f i c e o f Vice Governor; 
b) establiehiUHit of the o f f i c e of Vic or; c ) est xblishraent of a 
s t a t e eenate; d) establishment of x oxriat of C u l t u r e ; e) i n ­
c r e a s i n g the number of deseBbarg:adores to 25; * ) p e m i s s l o n for depu­
t i e s vfho are teachers by profession/Sngage also i n teaching a c t i v i t i e e ; 
g) granting o f pensicsis, i n s p e c i a l o a s i ^ , to deputies with 25 years o f 
s e r v i c e ; h) changing t h e orgcuiiaation of the S e c r e t a r i a t of Health back 
to the s t r u c t u r e e x i s t i n g before the s t a t e administrat ive reform of 1966. 

6. The Bahia c o n s t i t u t i o n has been c r i t i c i e e d as being a highly p o l i ­
t i c a l docuiiiMt which further strengthens the executive branch to the 
detrlBient of the l e g i s l a t i v e . In the view of many observers, however, 
i t adequately c a r r i e s out m a a y needed r e f o m s , sons o f which were i n d i ­
cated i n the f e d e r a l corist i tution amd others d i c t a t e d by l o c a l needs and 
experience. Now that the dust has s e t t l e d , both ARENA and BDB deputies 
are naking peaceful overtures ;ind the business of the Bahia l e g i s l a t i v e 
assotably w i l l no doubt proceed as u s u a l . 
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