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I n t r o d u c t i o n 
P u b l i c and p o l i t i c a l a t t e n t i o n t h i s week focused on the 

v a r i o u s l y - i n t e r p r e t e d r e s u l t s of the May 16 municipal e l e c t i o n s 
(Items 1,2), the H a i t i a n s i t u a t i o n (Item 4 ) , and the r e a c t i o n 
to P r e s i d e n t Balaguer's May 15 order t h a t an "exhaustive a u d i t " 
be conducted of a l l government spending s i n c e 1961 (Item 3 ) . 

U n o f f i c i a l r e t u r n s i n d i c a t e d t h a t over 1,028,000 Dominicans 
voted i n the municipal e l e c t i o n s ( t h e f i r s t i n Dominican h i s ­
t o r y ) . While some 317,000 under the 1966 vote, t h i s very 
healthy mid-term vote was a c t u a l l y over 75% of t h a t record 
turnout and almost equalled the 1962 vote of 1,054,944 ( t h e 
l a t t e r two were f o r p r e s i d e n t i a l e l e c t i o n s ) . Regular Reformista 
candidates won m 66 of the nation's 77 m u n i c i p a l i t i e s 
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( i n c l u d i n g Santo Domingo and Santiago) and obtained over 60% 
of the vote. Independents won i n 9 m u n i c i p a l i t i e s and obtained 
about 27.5% of the vote. The S o c i a l C h r i s t i a n PRSC obtained 
about 12.5% of the vote, won i n two m u n i c i p a l i t i e s (WPS#9), and 
b e c a m e — a f t e r the PR, the PRD and the UCN--the f o u r t h p o l i t i c a l 
party i n contemporary Dominican h i s t o r y to top the 100,000 l e v e l . 
The e l e c t i o n r e s u l t s o f f e r e d something f o r a l l major contenders, 
whether p a r t i c i p a t i o n i s t or a b s t e n t i o n i s t . The PR, l e d by V i c e 
P r e s i d e n t Lora, congratulated i t s e l f on a smashing v i c t o r y , 
c l a i m i n g 85% of the vote by adding"independent" Reformistas to 
the " o f f i c i a l " 60%. (By week's end, however, some PR d i s s i d e n t s 
had formally returned t o the PR f o l d , and groups i n other areas 
were expected to f o l l o w s u i t . ) The PRSC was eminently s a t i s f i e d . 
The PRD, p i c k i n g and choosing i t s own s e t of f i g u r e s and charging 
the PR with "massive and scandalous" vote padding, claimed t h a t 
a m a j o r i t y of e l i g i b l e v o t e r s ( l o c a l l y estimated a t about 1.5-1.6 
m i l l i o n ) followed i t s a b s t e n t i o n i s t s c a l l and thereby "repudiated" 
the government. However, the PRD d i d not sound very convincing 
and, i n f a c t , outside the " r e v o l u t i o n a r y " l e f t , Dominicans did not 
appear i n c l i n e d to agree with t h i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . The PQD and 
UCN, a l s o c l a i m i n g a b s t e n t i o n i s t v i c t o r i e s , were even l e s s con­
v i n c i n g . More convincing were those few observers who gave the 
PRD some points f o r abstentionism but noted t h a t a s u b s t a n t i a l 
m a j o r i t y of v o t e r s had, i n f a c t , voted. 

While those d i r e c t l y concerned were v a r i o u s l y i n t e r p r e t i n g 

e x h a u s t i v e l y reported H a i t i a n s i t u a t i o n . / t h e r e a c t i o n by former 
C o u n c i l of S t a t e P r e s i d e n t R a f a e l F. BONNELLY and others to 
the P r e s i d e n t ' s e x t e n s i v e f i n a n c i a l a u d i t (Item 3 ) . And i t was 
i n the l a t t e r developments t h a t most foresaw the g r e a t e s t p o t e n t i a l 
f o r f u t u r e f i r e w o r k s . (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) 

1. Various P o l i t i c a l Groups React to E l e c t i o n s . 

L i s t i n ' s comment the day a f t e r the e l e c t i o n s t h a t "everybody 
won" -- PR, PRSC, independent groups, and a b s t e n t i o n i s t s - - s t i l l 
seemed to hold up a f t e r a week of charges and counter-charges 
by v a r i o u s p o l i t i c a l groups. 

the e l e c t i o n s , however, most 
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On the p a r t i c i p a n t s ' s i d e , P r e s i d e n t Balaguer described the 
outcome of the e l e c t i o n s as the "worst defeat of the opposition" 
and s a i d the Reformistas had been strengthened (SD-2546); and 
the PR S e c r e t a r y General Raul GONZALEZ s a i d the outcome was a 
b r i l l i a n t v i c t o r y f o r the party. S o c i a l C h r i s t i a n l e a d e r s 
g e n e r a l l y were very s a t i s f i e d with the r e s u l t s , and PRSC P r e s i ­
dent Caonabo JAVIER C a s t i l l o t o l d the press t h a t the e l e c t i o n s 
were very s u c c e s s f u l f o r h i s party, having quadrupled i t s 1966 
vote. Even though c h a l l e n g i n g the r e s u l t s i n Moca, the PRSC 
c l e a r l y f e l t i t had a vested i n t e r e s t i n defending the e l e c t o r a l 
r e s u l t s g e n e r a l l y and took the l e a d i n r e f u t i n g the PRD charges 
of massive fraud (SD-2546, SD-2575). 

For the a b s t e n t i o n i s t s , the communists t h i s week j o i n e d the 
PRD i n cl a i m i n g t h a t the Balaguer government had been repudiated: 
( a ) MFD S e c r e t a r y General Maximiliano GOMEZ s a i d t h a t the masses 
had used ab s t e n t i o n as a means of r e j e c t i n g the s a l e of Dominican 
sovereignty to North American monopolies and of r e j e c t i n g economic 
and p o l i t i c a l r e p r e s s i o n , and commented t h a t i t was more imperative 
than ever to co n s t r u c t a c l a n d e s t i n e commando f o r c e to j o i n together 
i n one "r e v o l u t i o n a r y t o r r e n t " of a l l a b s t e n t i o n i s t f o r c e s ; ( b ) the 
PCD i s s u e d a communique which claimed t h a t a l l of those who did not 
vote showed they do not recognize e l e c t i o n s as a way of promoting 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y change (SD-2546); and ( c ) the 14th of June s a i d 
t h a t the popular masses had responded with r e v o l u t i o n a r y r e s o l u t i o n 
i n r e j e c t i n g the Yankee-Balaguer e l e c t o r a l f a r c e , while a t the same 
time t a k i n g a swipe a t the S o c i a l C h r i s t i a n s whom i t accused of 
s e r v i n g the i n t e r e s t s of imperialism which i s i n t e r e s t e d only i n 
a " c o n s t r u c t i v e " and d o c i l e opposition. (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) 

2. PRD Comments on E l e c t i o n s . 

The f i r s t u n o f f i c i a l r e t u r n s were s c a r c e l y i n when the PRD took 
to the a i r over i t s May 18 radio program and, i n a communique read 
by S e c r e t a r y General PEffA Cdinez (and l a t e r published i n the p r e s s ) , 
proclaimed the e l e c t i o n s a great v i c t o r y f o r the PRD and other 
a b s t e n t i o n i s t s and claimed t h a t some 50% of the e l e c t o r a t e had 

spurned the b a l l o t boxes. To j u s t i f y t h i s c l a i m i n the face of the 
f i g u r e s i n d i c a t i n g a r a t h e r impressive turnout, the PRD charged 
massive e l e c t o r a l fraud by the Reformista Party and the GODR; 
t h i s complaint was based p r i m a r i l y on an a l l e g e d l y l a r g e discepancy 
between very e a r l y r e t u r n s f o r the N a t i o n a l D i s t r i c t and the f i g u r e s 
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l a t e r announced by the C e n t r a l E l e c t o r a l Board ( J C E ) , supposedly 
a f t e r the government had b e l a t e d l y r e a l i z e d i t was s u f f e r i n g a 
d i s a s t r o u s defeat a t the hands of the a b s t e n t i o n i s t f o r c e s and 
had decided t o do something about i t . To these s p e c i f i c fraud 
a l l e a g a t i o n s , the PRD added i t s charges t h a t many p o l l i n g p l a c e s 
were inadequately observed by the PRSC, t h a t the PR ran unopposed 
i n many m u n i c i p a l i t i e s and t h a t widespread fraud was a l s o shown 
by opposition p a r t i e s ' complaints i n Santiago, Moca, and San 
Pedro de Macorfs (SD-2603). 

I n other PRD comment t h i s week ( a ) Sen. CASIMIRO Castro 
c h a r a c t e r i z e d the e l e c t i o n s as a " t o t a l f a i l u r e " , due to a 
combination of the PRD's abstention and an a l l e g e d l a c k of 
p u b l i c confidence i n the government; ( b ) Santo Domingo's lame 
duck Mayor BAEZ Acosta, a l s o basing h i s judgment on e a r l y (and 
low) v o t i n g f i g u r e s , claimed t h a t the DR had e s t a b l i s h e d a L a t i n 
American precedent and c r e d i t e d the PRD f o r the a b s t e n t i o n i s t s ' 
claimed s u c c e s s ; ( c ) P o l i t i c a l Committee P r e s i d e n t J o t t i n CURY 
( i n two broadcasts of the same r a d i o speech) f u r t h e r developed 
Peha's fraud charges and outdid himself i n sarcasm and i n v e c t i v e ; 
and ( d ) l a t e r i n the week Peha himself returned to the airwaves 
to repeat e s s e n t i a l l y the same arguments he had adduced e a r l i e r 
to "prove" extensive e l e c t o r a l f r a u d — a n d a t the same time to 
lend h i s support to ex-President Bonnelly's c r i t i c i s m of Balaguer 
(Item 3 ) . (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) 

Comment: For the moment a t l e a s t the PRD appears o f f i c i a l l y to 
be s t i c k i n g to i t s charges of e l e c t o r a l f raud, as evidenced by 
p r i v a t e conversations with Deputy "Manny" ESPINAL and other PRD 
l e g i s l a t o r s . However, time w i l l probably d u l l the l u s t r e of the 
fraud a l l e g a t i o n s and we may expect t h a t more PRDers i n t h e i r 
p r i v a t e comments w i l l come to r e f l e c t those of the Santiago 
"moderates" (reported i n Santiago's 84) who are t a l k i n g n e i t h e r 
of fraud i n Santiago nor of "the people r e p u d i a t i n g the govern­
ment". (CONFIDENTIAL) 

3. Bonnelly and Others React to Balaguer Audit Order. 

That P r e s i d e n t Balaguer had s t i r r e d a hornet's n e s t by announcing 
i n h i s May 15 speech t h a t he had ordered an "exhaustive" a u d i t 
of a l l government spending s i n c e 1961 soon became apparent as press 
and p o l i t i c a l commentary focused on the i s s u e immediately a f t e r 
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e l e c t i o n s (SD-2550). The f i r s t major r e a c t i o n came on May 20 
from former C o u n c i l of S t a t e P r e s i d e n t R a f a e l F. BONNELLY 
Fondeur, who broke an almost two-year p u b l i c s i l e n c e to address 
the nation over radio and t e l e v i s i o n i n defense of h i s own 
f i n a n c i a l behavior as head of s t a t e . Assuming the guise of an 
e l d e r statesman and speaking i n gently i r o n i c tones, Bonnelly 
o f f e r e d f u l l cooperation with the P r e s i d e n t ' s a u d i t and suggested 
t h a t Balaguer might wish a l s o to look i n t o and report on the 
d i s p o s i t i o n of the r e s o u r c e s - - i n c l u d i n g RD$1 m i l l i o n i n c a s h - -
of T r u j i l l o ' s o l d Pa r t i d o Dominicano, which was d i s s o l v e d towards 
the end of Balaguer's 1961 a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 

Taking advantage of the occasion ("now t h a t I am h e r e " ) , 
Bonnelly a l s o d i s c u s s e d s e v e r a l other aspects of contemporary 
Dominican l i f e which, he s a i d , made him and "various s o c i a l s e c t o r s " 
uneasy. These included: ( a ) the "scandalous" p r o l i f e r a t i o n of 
governmental i n t e l l i g e n c e s e r v i c e s and the s u b t l e c l i m a t e of 
pe r s e c u t i o n and t e r r o r f o r which they are a l l e g e d l y r e s p o n s i b l e 
(Wessin had made the same charge l a s t week--WPS #9, item 3 ) ; 
(b ) the P r e s i d e n t ' s " c h o l e r i c " r e a c t i o n to c r i t i c i s m ; ( c ) B a l a -
guer's a l l e g e d propensity t o d i s s o c i a t e r a t h e r than c o n c i l i a t e 
the Dominican family; ( d ) o v e r c e n t r a l i z a t i o n of the government 
and Balaguer's l a c k of an e f f e c t i v e working team: and ( e ) the 
Pr e s i d e n t ' s a l l e g e d i n s e n s i t i v i t y to p u b l i c opinion and to the 
need f o r continuing dialogue with the opposition. Bonnelly ended 
by s t a t i n g he was r e t u r n i n g to anonimity and h i s normal p u r s u i t s 
( t h i s prompted the p r i v a t e quip from one moderate PRD congressman 
t h a t t h i s l a s t remark was not n e c e s s a r i l y r e a s s u r i n g as Bonnelly's 
"normal p u r s u i t " i s c o n s p i r a c y ) . 

Balaguer reacted to Bonnelly immediately by ordering an a u d i t 
of the d i s p o s i t i o n of Pa r t i d o Dominicano funds and by promising 
a r e j o i n d e r i n the i n d e f i n i t e f u t u r e . L i s t l n D i a r i o r e a c t e d to 
t h i s pledge with the throught, i n e f f e c t , t n a t d i s c r e t i o n might 
be the b e t t e r p a r t of v a l o r . The PRD's Pena Gomez lauded Bonnelly's 
chastisement of the P r e s i d e n t , s a i d t h a t i t echoed what the PRD has 
been s a y i n g f o r some time, and spoke of the a l l e g e d community of 
i n t e r e s t s and f e a r s shared by a l l " a n t i - T r u j i l l i s t a " f o r c e s . 

Meanwhile, PRD Senator CASIMIRO Castr o , who had o r i g i n a l l y 
charged t h a t Balaguer's a u d i t was intended to d i v e r t p u b l i c 
a t t e n t i o n from the " d i s a s t r o u s " e l e c t i o n r e s u l t s , q u i c k l y reversed 
h i s f i e l d and urged the Senate to d e c l a r e the a u d i t i n the n a t i o n a l 
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i n t e r e s t and to appoint a commission to help government i n v e s t i ­
gators do the job. PRD s c h i z o p h r e n i a on the i s s u e was a l s o d i s ­
played by Deputy J o t t i n Cury, who was f o r the a u d i t , and Senator 
Secundino GIL Morales, who was a g a i n s t i t . The week's f i n a l 
development was the announcement t h a t Wessin would respond to 
Balaguer i n a taped broadcast on May 25. 

Comment: Bonnelly sounded reasonable throughout h i s address and, 
i n f a c t , racked up some t e l l i n g points a g a i n s t the P r e s i d e n t . His 
motives, however, were h a r d l y as l o f t y as he made them sound. Ex­
tremely embittered by Balaguer's r e f u s a l to d e a l with him during 
the 1965 e l e c t i o n campaign or to seek h i s counsel t h e r e a f t e r , 
Bonnelly has long been considered the eminence g r i s e of the Wessin 
movement—although no proof of t h i s has y e t been adduced. (CONFIDENTIAL) 

4. H a i t i a n I n v a s i o n Causes Dominicans to Strengthen Border Defense. 

News of the Port-au-Prince " a i r r a i d " (and attendant g u e r r i l l a 
l anding) i t s e l f b u r s t l i k e a bombshell May 20, and dominated the 
f r o n t pages of Dominican newspapers f o r the r e s t of the week. 

Upon l e a r n i n g of the H a i t i a n i n v a s i o n . P r e s i d e n t Balaguer ordered 
the Armed Forces to e s t a b l i s h a s p e c i a l a i r , sea and land s e r v i c e 
t o guard the f r o n t i e r and to prevent any i n c u r s i o n s on Dominican 
t e r r i t o r y (SD-2549). L a t e r , i n r e p l y to a c o n j e c t u r e made by the 
H a i t i a n Ambassador to the US t h a t the Dominican Republic was one 
of the c o u n t r i e s from which the g u e r r i l l a s could have launched 
t h e i r a t t a c k . Army Chief of S t a f f Juan Esteban PEREZ G u i l l d n 
s t a t e d c a t e g o r i c a l l y t h a t no expeditionary f o r c e had e i t h e r t r a i n e d 
on or departed from Dominican s o i l to a t t a c k H a i t i (SD-2585). On 
May 22, Balaguer t o l d the press he d i d not discount the p o s s i b i l i t y 
t h a t the H a i t i a n c o n f l i c t c o n s t i t u t e d a danger f o r the Dominican 
Republic, but t h a t he considered the nation to be w e l l prepared to 
guard i t s f r o n t i e r with H a i t i (SD-2606). On May 23 General Enrique 
PEREZ y P^rez, S e c r e t a r y f o r the Armed Forces, informed the press 
t h a t the only reason troops were mobilized along the f r o n t i e r was 
to prevent subversive elements from v i o l a t i n g the i n t e g r i t y of 
Dominican s o i l and the m o b i l i z a t i o n betokened no o f f e n s i v e dasign 
a g a i n s t H a i t i ; and, i n an a r r i v a l statement of the same date, 
Dominican Ambassador to Washington Hdctor GARCIA-GODOY, (here f o r 
a " f a m i l y " v i s i t ) c r i t i c i z e d a statement reportedly made by the 
H a i t i a n Ambassador before the UN S e c u r i t y C o u n c i l to the e f f e c t 
t h a t Dominican a u t h o r i t i e s seemed to t h i n k t h a t the H a i t i a n s i t u ­
a t i o n could be d i r e c t e d a g a i n s t the Dominican Republic. 
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On another H a i t i a n note, the l a s t s i x H a i t i a n e x i l e s remaining 
i n the Dominican Republic under house a r r e s t departed f o r Vene­
z u e l a on May 20, t r a v e l i n g under the auspices of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Rescue Committee (SD-2564). (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Comment: While not o v e r r e a c t i n g to the week's s e n s a t i o n a l develop­
ments, the Dominican Government appears to be t a k i n g every p r e ­
caution to avoid involvement i n the H a i t i a n c o n f l i c t and to pr e ­
vent refugees from i n f i l t r a t i n g the country. I t i s r e c a l l e d t h a t 
Balaguer c l o s e d the border between the two c o u n t r i e s on August 30, 
1967 f o r the dual purpose of c o n t r o l l i n g the movement of c o n t r a ­
band goods and the movement of unauthorized persons. (LIMITED 
OFFICIAL USE) 

5. Cabinet Changes 

I n a s u r p r i s e move. Pr e s i d e n t Balaguer l a t e t h i s week replaced 
Attorney General Manuel R a f a e l GARCIA Lizar d o with C a r l o s R a f a e l 
GCICC Morales, u n t i l then S e c r e t a r y of I n t e r i o r and P o l i c e . Named 
to the I n t e r i o r spot was Dr. Federico Maximo SMESTER, a M o n t e c r i s t i 
p h y s i c i a n . (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Comment; Former UCN s t a l w a r t G a r c i a L i z a r d o has been p o l i t i c a l l y 
suspect by the Palace s i n c e s h o r t l y a f t e r the Imbert a s s a s s i n a t i o n 
attempt a year ago, and h i s replacement has been rumored f o r some 
time. He had himself f o r e c a s t h i s r e s i g n a t i o n a t some i n d e f i n i t e 
time f o r personal reasons. While the P r e s i d e n t ' s motives f o r r e ­
p l a c i n g him a t t h i s time a r e un c l e a r , i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t the move 
was i n some way r e l a t e d to the P r e s i d e n t ' s a u d i t of government 
spending (Item 3 ) , the r e s u l t s of which are to be turned over to 
the Attorney General f o r appropriate a c t i o n a g a i n s t dishonest 
o f f i c i a l s , present and former. I t i s not unreasonable to surmise 
t h a t f o r t h i s purpose Balaguer wishes a more l o y a l and obedient 
Attorney General. Goico Morales f u l l y meets these requirements. 

Dr. Smester, who served as Senator and Ambassador to H a i t i 
under T r u j i l l o , i s another of the P r e s i d e n t ' s o ld f r i e n d s and 
has been p r a c t i c i n g medicine i n M o n t e c r i s t i , f a r removed from 
the p u b l i c eye, f o r many y e a r s . Cne of h i s sons, a former A i r 
Force c o l o n e l c a s h i e r e d f o r . d i s l o y a l t y ( t o Bosch) during the Bosch 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , was Wessin's predecessor as head of the former 
Armed Forces T r a i n i n g Center (CEFA) a t San I s i d r o . (CCNFIDENTIAL) 
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6. CLASC-Sponsored Meeting on L a t i n American I n t e g r a t i o n . 

T h i s week's conference on labor's r o l e i n L a t i n American 
i n t e g r a t i o n was held i n Santo Domingo under the sponsorship 
of CLASC, the L a t i n American r e g i o n a l branch of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
F e d e r a t i o n of C h r i s t i a n Trade Unions, and claimed an attendance 
of 100 p a r t i c i p a n t s from more than 40 c o u n t r i e s , i n c l u d i n g 20 
c o u n t r i e s i n the Western Hemisphere. 

The municipal e l e c t i o n s notwithstanding, f u l l freedom of 
assembly and e x p r e s s i o n was granted to CLASC by the Balaguer 
government f o r t h i s and the other meetings which CLASC has been 
holding i n the Dominican Republic during May (SEE WPS #8, Item 4 ) . 
The government's t o l e r a n c e was even more remarkable c o n s i d e r i n g 
the f a c t t h a t a t times the speeches proceeded from the l u d i c r o u s 
to the r i d i c u l o u s . For example, a f t e r other speakers had lauded 
e l e c t o r a l abstentionism and popular d i c t a t o r s h i p , the r e p r e s e n t a ­
t i v e from Argentina f a v o r a b l y c i t e d the d i c t a t o r s h i p of Juan Domingo 
Perdn as an exemplar of these p r i n c i p l e s and a model f o r the f u t u r e . 
I n c a l l i n g f o r complete governmental c o n t r o l of the means of pro­
duction, a French delegate s a i d t h a t even Communist China permits 
too much " m i d d l e - l e v e l c a p i t a l i s m " ; he c i t e d T i t o ' s government i n 
Y u g o s l a v i a as a b e t t e r example towards which CLASC should l e a d the 
workers and the c o u n t r i e s of L a t i n America. 

Despite the f a c t t h a t a main theme of the oratory was the argu­
ment t h a t L a t i n American i n t e g r a t i o n i s necessary, but not as a 
p a r t of the c a p i t a l i s t system and without d i r e c t i o n by or the 
i n i t i a t i v e of the United S t a t e s , l e f t - w i n g PRD labor r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
a t t a c k e d the CLASC meeting and t h e i r l o c a l a f f i l i a t e CASC as l a c k e y s 
of North American i m p e r i a l i s m ( I ) and as stooges of "the deceased 
former North American Vi c e Consul Fred Somerford (Note: a c t u a l l y 
Somerford was Labot Attach^) and the notorious o f f i c i a l Andrew 
McLellan (Inter-American R e p r e s e n t a t i v e , ALF/CIQ)'. Not s u r p r i s i n g l y 
perhaps, the communist youth o r g a n i z a t i o n had already attacked the 
conference as s e r v i n g the ends of Balaguer and the Yankees. CASC 
r e p l i e d by s a y i n g t h a t i t i s t h e i r a t t a c k e r s who play the game of 
the i m p e r i a l i s t s . (LIMITED CFFICIAL USE) 

Comment: The meetings have r e c e i v e d e x t e n s i v e l o c a l p u b l i c i t y . 
Cne p o s i t i v e aspect which stands out i s the e x c e l l e n t behavior of 
the l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s towards the conference; indeed, P r e s i d e n t 
Balaguer s a i d p u b l i c l y t h a t he welcomed the meeting to Santo Domingo. 
I n a separate address, however, the P r e s i d e n t i n e f f e c t r e f u t e d the 
CLASC statements by saying the United S t a t e s i s e s s e n t i a l t o the 
success of L a t i n American i n t e g r a t i o n . (LIMITED CFFICIAL USE) 
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