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I n t r o d u c t i o n 
The past week was c h a r a c t e r i z e d more by i n t e r e s t i n and 

r e a c t i o n to i n t e r n a t i o n a l news concerning Viet-Nam and the 
US e l e c t o r a l campaign (Item 6) and i n two impressive i n f u s i o n s 
of loan c a p i t a l ( I t e m 1 ) , than by developments i n what thus 
f a r has been a s i n g u l a r l y u n i n s p i r i n g e l e c t o r a l campaign 
(Items 2,3). A spate of t e r r o r i s m and disturbances i n Santo 
Domingo schools a t t r a c t e d c o n s i d e r a b l e a t t e n t i o n ( I t e m 4 ) ; 
the u s u a l charges of r e p r e s s i o n r e s u l t e d from p o l i c e a r r e s t 
of some 40 municipal workers a t a union e l e c t o r a l meeting; 
and the Santo Domingo water shortage continued u n a l l e v i a t e d , 
while P r e s i d e n t Balaguer announced plans to d r i l l a w e l l 
f i e l d a t Haina, i n hopes of providing a stopgap s o l u t i o n . 
(LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) , 
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1. P r e s i d e n t Announces Tavera Dam Financing; Over $53 M i l l i o n 
i n Loans Authorized i n Two Days 

I n a s u r p r i s e nation-wide radio-TV address heralded by 
screaming s i r e n s and i n t e n s e though s h o r t - l i v e d s p e c u l a t i o n , 
P r e s i d e n t Balaguer a t noon on A p r i l 2, announced t h a t the I n t e r -
american Development Bank (IDB) had e a r l i e r t h a t morning approved 
a loan of $22.9 m i l l i o n t h a t w i l l f i n a n c e 66.3% of the cost of 
b u i l d i n g the $34.5 m i l l i o n f i r s t stage of the Tavera h y d r o e l e c t r i c 
p r o j e c t . The previous day the P r e s i d e n t and the Ambassador had 
signed PL 480 and supporting a s s i s t a n c e agreements t o t a l l i n g 
$30,356,000 ($14,256,000 and $15.1 m i l l i o n , r e s p e c t i v e l y ) ; under 
the supporting a s s i s t a n c e agreement, RD$7 m i l l i o n are reserved f o r 
the Tavera p r o j e c t . The remaining RD$4.6 m i l l i o n f o r the p r o j e c t ' s 
f i r s t stage w i l l be put up by the GODR. Balaguer announced t h a t 
the IDB loan agreement would be signed i n Santo Domingo on A p r i l 29, 
and t h a t IDB p r e s i d e n t F e l i p e Herrera and an u n i d e n t i f i e d high US 
o f f i c i a l would attend the ceremony. — — - ^ . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

The news of the Tavera loan was r e c e i v e d with great s a t i s ­
f a c t i o n by the GODR, the p r e s s and the population a t l a r g e , and with 
considerable c hagrin by the opposition, most of which, i n c l u d i n g the 
PRSC, maintained p u b l i c s i l e n c e on what everyone e l s e , i n c l u d i n g the 
PRSC p r i v a t e l y , seemed to consider to have been Balaguer's major 
accomplishment s i n c e he took o f f i c e . Discordant notes were sounded 
by the Moscow-oriented PCD and by PRD Senator CASIMIRO Castro (whose 
party ignored the i s s u e ) , both of whom were h i g h l y s u s p i c i o u s of the 
a l l e g e d u l t e r i o r motives of the "Yankees". Even l e f t i s t - n a t i o n a l i s t 
E l Nacional could do no worse than express back-handed p r a i s e f o r 
Balaguer on t h i s almost m y s t i c a l Dominican i s s u e (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) 

Comment: To most Dominicans, Balaguer has accomplished the 
impossible by a c h i e v i n g what no Dominican government has been able 
to do s i n c e the Tavera p r o j e c t began a c q u i r i n g i t s present s t a t u s 
as the supreme symbol of Dominican development i n the l a t e 1950's, 
i . e . , he has persuaded the USG t h a t he i s v i a b l e enough to r i s k the 
p r o j e c t . The IDB d e c i s i o n . i s , i n i t s e l f , probably the most s i g n i ­
f i c a n t shot i n the arm Balaguer has r e c e i v e d s i n c e inauguration. 
Coupled with the new AID agreements, Balaguer h a s — t o the average 
D o m i n i c a n — r e c e i v e d over $53 m i l l i o n i n new a s s i s t a n c e t h i s week. 
Th i s most impressive f i g u r e w i l l go a long way toward h e l p i n g him 
f u r t h e r to c o n s o l i d a t e h i s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , but i t a l s o i n c r e a s e s the 
pressure on h i s opposition to make any move i t may be contemplating 
a g a i n s t him before h i s p o s i t i o n i s f u r t h e r strengthened. (CONFIDENTIAL) 
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2. E l e c t o r a l News 

The e l e c t o r a l horses f i n a l l y appeared to be moving up to 
the s t a r t i n g gate t h i s week, a f t e r another delay while the 
C e n t r a l E l e c t o r a l Board ( J C E ) f i n i s h e d s o r t i n g out the f i e l d . 
I n various a c t i o n s t h i s week, the JCE ( 1 ) f i n i s h e d i t s exami­
nat i o n of the ̂ 2 "independent" movements. reportedTy ^nthnriy-l^ng 
49;_ ( 2 ) extended f o r r i v e days tne period during which p o l i t i c a l 
p a r t i e s could present t h e i r candidates (seemingly a t the request 
of the PRSC ~ SD 2140); and ( 3 ) authorized an a d d i t i o n a l t h r e e -
day extension to the independents, f o r the same purpose. Mean­
whi l e , seemingly c a r r y i n g forward the previous week's e f f o r t s to 
rea s s u r e a l l of the f a i r n e s s of the e l e c t i o n s (SD A-592, Item 1 ) , 
P r e s i d e n t Balaaupr> dfapia-rpd th^^t the nnPR would continue p u b l i c 
works e f t o r t s i n a l l r e g i o n s , regardless_Q J: tne e l e c t o r a l r e s u l t s , 
and Municipal League head GOMEZ emphasized that, steps had Peen " 
taken to ' p r e v e h n T S e ' ^ l o c a l governmen^Tuncte f o r p a r t i s a n 
p o l i t i c a l purposes. 

Among the p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s , the PRSC's Na t i o n a l D i s t r i c t 
P r e s i d e n t , MATOS R i v e r a , d e c l a r e d t h a t a s a t i s f a c t o r y c l i m a t e f o r 
e l e c t i o n s e x i s t s i n the c a p i t a l (SD 2140), while the a b s t e n t i o n i s t s 
kept up a s p u t t e r i n g a t t a c k from the s i d e l i n e s . The nature of the 
PRD's n o n - e l e c t o r a l campaign remained u n c l e a r (Item 3 ) , and S e c r e ­
t a r y General PESA Gdmez c a l l e d e i g h t PRD-linked independent c a n d i ­
dates t o the c a p i t a l f o r c o n s u l t a t i o n s of an unknown nature. UCN 
Pre s i d e n t FERNANDEZ Simd again explained the motives f o r h i s p a r t y ' s 
a b s t e n t i o n , PQD S e c r e t a r y General JIMENEZ continued to a s s e r t t h a t 
h i s party was preparing f o r e l e c t i o n s i f Wessin were allowed to 
re t u r n , and a group of PDC committees carped a t the E l e c t o r a l Board, 
the S o c i a l C h r i s t i a n s and a v a r i e t y of other t a r g e t s i n a paid 
communique. (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) 

Comment: The week's most noteworthy e l e c t o r a l development was 
an apparent s h i f t of f o r c e s i n the National D i s t r i c t e l e c t i o n , 
fo l l o w i n g the f a i l u r e of the JCE to recognize two independent move­
ments with c e n t e r - l e f t appeal. The simultaneous r e c o g n i t i o n of 
three other capital-based'groups, backed t y d i s s i d e n t s or tne PR. 
PRD. and POD, threatened t o d e t r a c t c e n t e r - r i g h t support from the 
o f f i c i a l Reformists Candidate (Guarionex LLUBERES), whil e seemingly 
l e a v i n g thp» -peiinainder of the spectrum ro cne a o c i a i u n r i s u i a i i udndl-
date, " F e l o " FLORES. More d i s q u i e t i n g were i n c r e a s i n g rumors t h a t 
a b s f e n t i o n i s t elements might r e s o r t to v i o l e n c e , i n c l u d i n g a s s a s s i ­
n a tion of p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s , to d i s r u p t the e l e c t o r a l campaign. 
(LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) 
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3. PRD Continues to Hammer Out E l e c t o r a l P o s i t i o n 

The PRD's p o l i t i c a l week centered around questions con­
cern i n g the p a r t y ' s e l e c t o r a l a t t i t u d e s , and whether rumored 
PRD/GODR t a l k s might y e t r e s u l t i n mutually agreed postponement 
of the municipal e l e c t i o n s . S e c r e t a r y General PENA Gomez l e d 
o f f by answering Sen. Casimiro Castro's c a l l f o r an a n t i - e l e c t o r a l 
f r o n t (SD A-592, Item 2 ) , s t a t i n g t h a t such a grouping a l r e a d y i s 
an accomplished f a c t , but t h a t an attempt to f o r m a l i z e i t would 
endanger o v e r a l l o pposition u n i t y by a l i e n a t i n g r i g h t i s t , moderate, 
or extreme l e f t i s t groups, each of which would be uncomfortable 
with the o t h e r s . (Note: An a n t i - e l e c t o r a l f r o n t would l a c k the 
PRSC, which, while an important element of the opposition f o r c e s , 
has thus f a r maintained i t s determination to contest e l e c t i o n s . ) 
P r e s i d e n t Balaguer c h a r a c t e r i z e d p e r s i s t e n t r e p o r t s of GODR/PRD 
neg o t i a t i o n s aimed a t e l e c t o r a l postponement, (SD A-592, Item 2) 
as " s p e c u l a t i o n and f a n t a s y " , and s a i d the idea of c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
m o d i f i c a t i o n toward t h i s end was "absurd". (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) 

Comment: Notwithstanding the P r e s i d e n t i a l d e n i a l , however, i t 
seems t h a t the i d e a i s s t i l l being d i s c u s s e d by elements w i t h i n 
the PRD; members of the Congressional b l o c t o l d Embassy o f f i c e r s 
t h i s week t h a t , although they b e l i e v e postponement would not bene­
f i t the PRD, the matter i s a s u b j e c t f o r a c t i v e d i s c u s s i o n i n 
pa r t y c o u n c i l s . I n t e l l i g e n c e sources provide continuing i n d i c a ­
t i o n s of second thougnr« p̂ ^ t-^e^na Qq̂ '̂̂ . and other PRD l e a d e r s coh-
cSi^hU'lIT CWa l^i-gb p r i c e of e l e c t o r a l abstegtinn I'TI l o s s or patronage 
and other bases of p a r t v power. (CONFIDENTIAL') 

4. Secondary Schools Endure Troubled Week 

S t r i k e s and t e r r o r i s m i n v o l v i n g secondary schools threatened 
f o r a while t h i s week to cause the v i r t u a l p a r a l y s i s of the Santo 
Domingo p u b l i c secondary s c h o o l s , f o l l o w i n g the beating of one 
t e a c h e r , the shooting (not f a t a l ) of another and a s e r i e s of 
student s t r i k e s and demonstrations. At week's end, most schools 
had returned to normal, but a t the worst t r o u b l e spot--the Republic 
of Paraguay School--a group of students had begun a hunger s t r i k e , 
demanding re-enrollment of e x p e l l e d companions (SD A-539). 
(UNCLASSIFIED) 
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Comment: The disturbances and t e r r o r i s m appear extreme 
l e f t i s t i n o r i g i n , and the S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e f o r Education, 
F i n e A r t s and P u b l i c Worship has a t t r i b u t e d the shooting to 
an extreme l e f t i s t p l o t to i n t i m i d a t e t e a c h e r s . C e r t a i n l y 
the MPD and UER have been c l o s e l y a s s o c i a t e d with press accounts 
of the i n c i d e n t s , and the wounded (female) t e a c h e r had been the 
o b j e c t of t h r e a t s by student members of the MPD. Even l e f t i s t -
n a t i o n a l i s t E l Nacional e d i t o r i a l i z e d t h a t the a c t could w e l l be 
r e l a t e d to one of the "extremist p o l i t i c a l groups". (SD A-539)(LOU) 

5. H a i t i a n E x i l e s Released to House A r r e s t 

Following l a s t week's threatened demonstrations on behalf 
of the H a i t i a n e x i l e hunger s t r i k e r s (SD A-592, Item 3 ) , ten 
imprisoned e x i l e s (one had already r e c e i v e d a C h i l e a n v i s a ) , 
were t r a n s f e r r e d t h i s week to house a r r e s t pending e f f o r t s to 
obtain t h i r d country v i s a s f o r the group. (UNCLASSIFIED). 

Convment: Arrangement f o r the e x i l e s ' r e l e a s e were made by 
PRD-confidant Sacha Volman who, armed wi t h an I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Rescue Committee guarantee of the H a i t i a n s ' support, was able 
to secure agreement from P r e s i d e n t Balaguer and the D i r e c t o r 
General of Immigration. Meanwhile, the Embassy has agreed, 
while encouraging Volman to negotiate with other t h i r d c o u n t r i e s 
as w e l l and without implying any committment by the USG, to 
consider v i s a a p p l i c a t i o n s from a number of the H a i t i a n s (SD-2167). 
(LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) 

6. P r e s i d e n t Johnson's Announcement 

The P r e s i d e n t ' s statements concerning h i s non-candidacy 
and announcing the North Viet-Nam bombing reduction were given 
wide and prominent coverage i n a l l papers t h i s week, with s t r a i g h t 
news coverage r e p o r t i n g world r e a c t i o n — b o t h p o s i t i v e and negative — 
to the P r e s i d e n t ' s s u r p r i s e moves. E d i t o r i a l l y l e f t i s t - n a t i o n a l i s t 
Nacional expressed approval of the d e c i s i o n not to seek r e e l e c t i o n 
but considerable s k e p t i c i s m regarding the P r e s i d e n t ' s "supposed 
d e s i r e s f o r peace". L i s t i n D i a r i o was much more sjmipathetic to 
the P r e s i d e n t , whose d e c i s i o n s i t viewed as a praiseworthy e f f o r t 
to " r e c o n s t r u c t the l o s t u n i t y of h i s great country" (SD-2159). 
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P a r t i s a n comment has been forthcoming from the PRD, which viewed 
the Johnson speech with cautious j u b i l a t i o n as the precursor of 
a changed US/DR r e l a t i o n s h i p under a " l i b e r a l " US p r e s i d e n t ( i t 
had i n mind a Kennedy/McCarthy a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ) ; from the PRSC, 
which h a i l e d the d e c i s i o n not to run as a b l e s s i n g f o r the US 
and a p o s s i b l e change from the a l l e g e d US "aggressive l i n e ; " and 
from the PQD, which saw the d e c i s i o n not to seek r e e l e c t i o n as 
"highly democratic" (DS-2165). The communists p r e d i c t a b l y adopted 
a negative a t t i t u d e , with the June 14th s t a t i n g t h a t the bombing 
redu c t i o n was not based on good f a i t h , but was only a t a c t i c d i c ­
t a t e d by the US m i l i t a r y f a i l u r e i n Viet-Nam, the p r e c a r i o u s p o s i ­
t i o n of the d o l l a r , and the worsened s i t u a t i o n w i t h i n the US. The 
PCD expressed much the same reaction to the P r e s i d e n t ' s peace over­
t u r e s , terming them a "deceiving t a c t i c of imperialism", r e s o r t e d 
to i n order to buy time v i s - a - v i s the " v i c t o r i o u s o f f e n s i v e " of 
the communist f o r c e s ; the P r e s i d e n t ' s non-candidacy was viewed 
by the PCD as e i t h e r an e l e c t o r a l maneuver or a d e c i s i o n by 
" i m p e r i a l i s t f o r c e s " t h a t Johnson's low p r e s t i g e r u l e d him out 
as a candidate. As f o r the PRD and PRSC's optimism concerning 
a l i b e r a l i n the White House, the PCD s a i d i t would make no 
d i f f e r e n c e , f o r even i n the u n l i k e l y event t h a t the l i b e r a l s were 
allowed to win, they would be converted i n t o instruments of what 
Juan Bosch terms "Pentagonism". (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) 

Comment; Despite the communist p a r t i e s ' c r i t i c a l comments, 
Dominican r e a c t i o n has g e n e r a l l y been very favorable to both 
aspects of the P r e s i d e n t ' s announcement. Bosch's "Pentagonism" 
t h e s i s notwithstanding, the PRD has been p a r t i c u l a r l y o p t i m i s t i c 
concerning i t s prospects during a new e r a of good w i l l brought 
about by a supposedly changed US f o r e i g n p o l i c y . (LIMITED OFFICIAL 
USE) ^ 
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I n t r o d u c t i o n 
P u b l i c a t t e n t i o n t h i s week was co n s i d e r a b l y d i s t r a c t e d from the 

unfolding e l e c t o r a l campaign by the continued worsening of the water 
shortage which, i n Santo Domingo, was reachi n g n e a r - c r i s i s propor­
t i o n s and prompted the naming of a s p e c i a l inter-agency t e c h n i c a l 
commission to d e a l with the emergency. V i o l e n c e , a c c i d e n t a l and 
d e l i b e r a t e , a l s o played a prominent r o l e i n the week's news, with 
a s o l d i e r on l e a v e running amok i n Mao, l e a v i n g 7 dead and 8 wounded, 
and a Santiago tragedy i n which V i c e P r e s i d e n t F r a n c i s c o LORA's son 
re p o r t e d l y a c c i d e n t a l l y shot and k i l l e d a f e l l o w marksman ( t h e V i c e 
P r e s i d e n t ' s prompt a c t i o n i n handing h i s son over to the a u t h o r i t i e s 
was warmly p r a i s e d by the p r e s s ) . I n Santo Domingo, 47 persons were 
a r r e s t e d — and l a t e r r e l e a s e d — charged with holding a sub v e r s i v e 
meeting, and unknown persons exploded a grenade near the home of 
PRSC mayoral candidate Eelo FLORES. Meanvdiile, the p o l i t i c a l pot 
was kept b o i l i n g by the PRD's i n t e r n a l squabbles and rumors of new 
maneuvers (Item 2 ) ; a heightened outcry f o r the r e l e a s e of the H a i t i a n 
hunger s t r i k e r s ( I t e m 3 ) ; and the GODR's moves to guarantee the f r e e ­
dom of the forthcoming e l e c t i o n s , i n which some 52 independent groups 
have a p p l i e d f o r p a r t i c i p a t i o n • ( I t e m 1 ) . 
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1 . E l e c t o r a l News. 

Th i s week, the GODR undertook a s e r i e s of a c t i o n s , backed 
by p u b l i c d e c l a r a t i o n s , seemingly aimed a t r e a s s u r i n g p a r t i c i p a n t s 
and the g e neral populace of the f a i r n e s s of the forthcoming municipal 
e l e c t i o n s (SD-2090). P r e s i d e n t Balaguer named a five-member, non­
p a r t i s a n E l e c t o r a l Guarantees Commission to i n v e s t i g a t e denunciations 
or complaints of l e g a l l y recocrnized p a r t i e s and independent movements 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n the e l e c t i o n s . Simultaneously, Armed Forces Secre­
t a r y PEREZ y Perez and P o l i c e Chief ALVAREZ affirmed t h a t , i n a c c o r ­
dance with the P r e s i d e n t ' s i n s t r u c t i o n s , any member of the s e c u r i t y 
f o r c e s i n t e r f e r i n g with the e l e c t o r a l process would be " s e v e r e l y 
punished." L a t e r i n the week. I n t e r i o r S e c r e t a r y GOICO imparted 
i n s t r u c t i o n s on e l e c t o r a l conduct to an assembled group of the DR's 
p o l i c e commanders and i n s p e c t o r s . (He was a l s o busy " p e r s o n a l l y " 
conducting an i n v e s t i g a t i o n of a l l e g e d maltreatment of a Moca doctor 
by a mixed s e c u r i t y f o r c e s p a t r o l , a t the request of the P r e s i d e n t — 
SD-2099.) 

The week's remaining e l e c t o r a l news was made l a r g e l y by the so-
c a l l e d "independent" movements (almost a l l , i n f a c t , l i n k e d to 
e s t a b l i s h e d p a r t i e s — SD A520), of which 22 have now r e c e i v e d l e g a l 
r e c o g n i t i o n from the C e n t r a l E l e c t o r a l Board ( J C E ) , and 30 more a r e 
pending approval. Although no a d d i t i o n a l movements may apply f o r 
r e c o g n i t i o n , those i n e x i s t e n c e were permitted u n t i l A p r i l 5 to name 
t h e i r candidates and were exempted from s e v e r a l other JCE requirements. 
The " a b s t e n t i o n i s t " PRD appeared to be gearing up f o r i t s "non-campaign", 
denying a rumored plan to postpone e l e c t i o n s (SD-2103) and another 
rumor of a new convention, wh i l e a prominent " p a r t i c i p a t i o n i s t " , Sen. 
CASIMIRO, c a l l e d f o r an a n t i - e l e c t o r a l f r o n t (Item 2 ) . Carping from 
the s i d e l i n e s were the communist PCD and PSP, the former c a l l i n g f o r 
an " a c t i v e " a n t i - e l e c t o r a l campaign, vidiile the l a t t e r , s u r p r i s i n g l y , 
urged "progressive f o r c e s " to p a r t i c i p a t e and make the e l e c t i o n s a 
"platform of the r e v o l u t i o n " . (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) 

Comment: To date, the municipal e l e c t i o n s seemingly have 
awakened l i t t l e i n t e r e s t among the population a t l a r g e , not l e a s t 
because of the l a c k of a s i g n i f i c a n t c o n t e s t i n many l o c a l i t i e s . Few 
of the independent movements appear capable of s e r i o u s l y c h a l l e n g i n g 
the Reformista machines i n t h e i r m u n i c i p a l i t i e s , while the S o c i a l 
C h r i s t i a n s , although o p t i m i s t i c (as a l w a y s ) , appear to l a c k the funds, 
o r g a n i z a t i o n , and candidates to win more than a handful of mayoral po s t s . 
The a l r e a d y s l i m chances f o r PQD p a r t i c i p a t i o n v i r t u a l l y expired t h i s week, 
l e a v i n g four of the s i x recognized p a r t i e s , p a s s i v e l y or a c t i v e l y , on 
the e l e c t o r a l s i d e l i n e s . (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) 
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2. PRD Notes 

Statements and rumors, r a t h e r than a c t i o n s , appeared to 
dominate the PRD's week, with: ( a ) S e c r e t a r y General PEfJA Gdmez 
denying press s t o r i e s t h a t the PR had proposed PR/PRD l e g i s l a t i v e 
cooperation i n amending the C o n s t i t u t i o n to a l l o w postponement of 
the May e l e c t i o n s (SD-2103); (b) Pefia a l s o denying r e p o r t s t h a t a 
Santiago t r i p was r e l a t e d to the p o s s i b i l i t y of a new convention, 
r e p o r t e d l y under study by "high party organs"; ( c ) Sen. CASIMIRO 
Castro i n t r o d u c i n g a motion (vSiich was not adopted) suggesting t h a t 
the Senate c a l l f o r c i v i l and m i l i t a r y a u t h o r i t i e s to cooperate i n 
c r e a t i n g an e l e c t o r a l c l i m a t e ; and ( d ) Casimiro the f o l l o w i n g day 
(March 22) performing an apparent about-face by c a l l i n g f o r the 
c r e a t i o n by a l l opposition p a r t i e s of an a n t i - e l e c t o r a l f r o n t , 
designed to operate s t r i c t l y w i t h i n the law but to l e a v e the PR 
as the only party c o n t e s t i n g the May e l e c t i o n s . Casimiro c h a r a c ­
t e r i z e d unadorned abstentionism as " s i m p l i s t i c " and a d e v i a t i o n 
from the PRD's r e v o l u t i o n a r y path, and saw h i s proposed a n t i - e l e c t o r a l 
f r o n t as the l o g i c a l extension of the a b s t e n t i o n i s t t h e s i s (and v^iich 
would i n c l u d e withdrawal of a l l independent PRD c a n d i d a c i e s ) designed 
to c r e a t e the r e v o l u t i o n a r y conditions necessary f o r the PRD to con­
t i n u e as the r e s p o n s i b l e r e v o l u t i o n a r y p a r t y of the Dominican people. 

I n t r a - p a r t y d i s s e n s i o n reared i t s head again t h i s week when the 
PRD's p e r e n n i a l embarrassment, Santo Domingo Mayor BAEZ Acosta, took 
1 1/2 pages of paid a d v e r t i s i n g space i n L i s t i n , C a r i b e , and Nacional 
to answer c r i t i c i s m s made a g a i n s t him by the N a t i o n a l D i s t r i c t Com­
mittee March 12, on the PRD radio program; Baez' apologia, vdiich 
d e a l t a t great length with h i s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s f i n a n c i a l problems, 
reasons f o r d i s m i s s a l of workers, and pro-PRD h i r i n g p o l i c i e s , was 
more s i g n i f i c a n t i n r e v e a l i n g Baez' " e t h i c s " than i n s u b s t a n t i v e 
content. Meanwhile, the N a t i o n a l D i s t r i c t Committee's evening r a d i o 
program, which has been o f f the a i r ever s i n c e D i s t r i c t S e c r e t a r y 
General Washington de PEfJA's v i r u l e n t a t t a c k February 15 a g a i n s t 
P o l i c e Chief B r a u l i o ALVAREZ, remained gagged; and t h i s (as the PRD 
has been sa y i n g d a i l y on i t s noon broadcast) " i n the midst of an 
e l e c t o r a l campaign -- some democracyl" (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) 

Comment: Despite Pena's d e n i a l of PR/PRD meetings to explore 
the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of e l e c t o r a l postponement, the Embassy has r e c e i v e d 
r e p o r t s from both government and PRD sources t h a t such contact has 
i n f a c t taken p l a c e and t h a t i t i n v o l v e s Pefia and S e c r e t a r y without 
P o r t f o l i o P o l i b i o DIAZ (among o t h e r s ) . Each s i d e a t t r i b u t e s the 
i n i t i a t i v e to the other. (CONFIDENTIAL). 
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3. Government P r o h i b i t s Demonstration f o r H a i t i a n E x i l e s 

I n the wake of an e a r l i e r r e f u s a l by the S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e 
f o r I n t e r i o r and P o l i c e to grant permission f o r a planned march to 
the N a t i o n a l Palace on March 26 to p r o t e s t the imprisonment of seven 
H a i t i a n e x i l e s vAio have been on a hunger s t r i k e over 40 days ( s e e 
Weekly P o l i t i c a l Summary No. 1 ) , a renewed attempt was made to 
schedule a s i m i l a r m a n i f e s t a t i o n f o r March 29. The t h r e e trade 
unions submitting the request f o r permission (FETRUDISNA, ASOCHOIN, 
and the autonomous Municipal Workers' Union) had organized the 
formation of a Committee f o r the L i b e r a t i o n of the H a i t i a n E x i l e s , 
r e p r e s e n t i n g some 25 o r g a n i z a t i o n s . I n a d d i t i o n to i t s p u b l i c 
demonstration, the Committee supported a 10-minute symbolic s t r i k e 
of o r g a n i z a t i o n s , s t o r e s , s c h o o l s , i n d u s t r i e s , e t c . c a l l e d by the 
Dominican A s s o c i a t i o n f o r Human Rights (SD-2118). The GODR q u i t e 
p r e d i c t a b l y refused permission f o r the demonstrations, however, 
and no attempt was made to foregather a t the appointed time and 
p l a c e . At week's end. Immigration and Foreign M i n i s t r y o f f i c i a l s 
were s t i l l s t r i v i n g to o b t a i n v i s a s f o r the H a i t i a n s , with the press 
r e p o r t i n g t h a t C h i l e would accept one H a i t i a n and t h a t France a l s o 
was h o p e f u l l y expected to come through with some s o r t of fav o r a b l e 
o f f e r . (UNCLASSIFIED) 

4. C a t h o l i c U n i v e r s i t y Names New Rector 

On March 28, the Universidad C a t d l i c a Madre y Maestra (UCMM), 
i n Santiago, announced t h a t Bishop RDQUE Adames had been named as 
Rector. Replacing Bishop Juan F41ix PEPEN, v*io had assumed the post 
i n September 1967, Bishop Roque r e p o r t e d l y w i l l s erve a two-year 
term. With the r e c e n t e l e c t i o n of Jos4 Andres AYBAR N i c o l a s as 
Rector of the Autonomous U n i v e r s i t y (UASD) and the March 7 de s i g n a t i o n 
of Juan Tom^s MEJIA F e l i u to succeed r e s i g n i n g Rector Jos6 Antonio 
CARD Al v a r e z a t the Pedro Henriquez Urefia U n i v e r s i t y (UNPHU), the 
DR's t h r e e u n i v e r s i t i e s a r e now headed by new men. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Comment: Reportedly, Bishop Pepen, who has s u f f e r e d from h e a l t h 
d i f f i c u l t i e s f o r some time, o r i g i n a l l y had not wished to accept the 
post of UCMM Rector. I n stepping up, former V i c e Rector Roque w i l l 
f a c e a number of d i f f i c u l t i e s (See SD A-17), i n c l u d i n g reported 
d i f f e r e n c e s of views w i t h i n the f a c u l t y and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . His 
rep u t a t i o n as one of the DR's most p r o g r e s s i v e churchmen may a l s o 
cause a st e p up i n extreme-right a t t a c k s on h i m s e l f , and the UCMM. 
(LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) 
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5. A s s i s t a n t S e c r e t a r y ' s L a t i n American P o l i t i c a l Roundup 

An A s s o c i a t e d Press Dispatch d e t a i l i n g A s s i s t a n t S e c r e t a r y 
of S t a t e Covey T. O l i v e r ' s March 25 remarks on the present s t a t e 
of a f f a i r s i n i n d i v i d u a l L a t i n American Nations r e c e i v e d f r o n t 
page treatment i n L i s t i n and E l C a r i b e , the l e t t e r ' s t i t l e reading 
" B e l i e v e P o s s i b l e t h a t Balaguer W i l l Complete Term." The s t o r i e s 
reported A s s i s t a n t S e c r e t a r y O l i v e r ' s comment t h a t P r e s i d e n t B a l a ­
guer 's a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i s the f i r s t f r e e l y e l e c t e d government i n 
f o r t y years t h a t has a reasonable p o s s i b l i t y of completing i t s 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l mandate. To date, no e d i t o r i a l r e a c t i o n to the 
comments has appeared. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

6. Diplomatic Notes 

Venezuela's M i n i s t e r of Education Jos6 Manuel SISO Martinez 
made a four-day o f f i c i a l v i s i t f o r the c h i e f purpose of p r e s i d i n g 
over, with P r e s i d e n t Balaguer and Dominican S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e 
f o r Education, F i n e A r t s and P u b l i c Worship L u i s A. DUVERGE Mejia , 
the opening of the N a t i o n a l Adult L i t e r a c y Campaign on March 26. 
The press d e s c r i b e d the Venezuelan c o n t r i b u t i o n to t h i s p r o j e c t as 
the l a r g e s t from i t s v a r i o u s supporters, which i n c l u d e AID, UNESCO, 
and OAS. (UNCLASSIFIED) 
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