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THE DEPARIMENTI'S SPOKLESMAN MADE FOLLOwWING STATEMeENT AT REGULAR
PRESS BRIEFING TODAY.

BEGIN TEXT: I THIWK IT WOULD BE HeLPFUL 1F I CUMMENTED ON
VARIOUS QUESTIONS THAT HAVE ARISEN CONCeRNING US POLICY TOWARD
Ih& NLF.

ON THE QUESTION OF WNEGOTIATIONS AND THe ScArCH FUR PeACe IN ANY
FORM, OUR POLICY REMAINS WHAT IT HAS okkiN: NAMELY, WE ARE PRE-
PARED TO DISCUSS PEACE WITH THe GOVERNMzNT IN HANCI OR ANY

UTHER GOVERNMENT AT ANY TIME. AS THE PRESIDENT MADz CLEAR ON
JULY 28, 1965, THE VIET CONG OR THi SU-CALLED NATIOUNAL LIBerRATION
FRONT WOULD HAVE NO DIFFICULTY BEING REZPRESENTZD ANV HAVING ITIS
VIEWS REPRESENTED.,

ANY ALTERATION IN THIS POLICY WOULD oe A MATTER WHICH we WOULD
TAKE UP WITH OUR FIGHTING ALLIES, INCLUDING ESPECIALLY THz
GOVERNMENT NEWLY ELECTED UNDER THE CONSTITUTIUN IN SAIGUN. Al
THE MOMeNT , NOTHING IN THE PRESENT SITUATION REQUIRES Ok JUSTI-
FIES A CHANGe IN POLICY.

S0 FAR AS THE oSITUATION IN THe UN I5 CUNChRWLU y AliSAsoaAUUR
GOLDBERG HAS MADE CLEAR =- ALWAYS STRICTILY IN ACCURUaNLE willH
THE ABOVE POLICY ~-- THAT WE WOULD NUT OPPOSE nhfnhohu;ns;.ga OF
THE NLF PRESENTING THEIR VIEWS TU THE UNITED NATIUNS WHEW THEY
ARE OFFICIALLY INVITED FOR OFFICIAL SUSINESS. The &uuuilv- OF
THE NLF COMING TO THE UNITED NATIONS UNDER AN OFFICIAL IMVITA-
TION IS OF COURSE TOTALLY DIFFereNT FROM ANY QUESTION OF THEIR
ENTERING THE UNITED STATeo FOR PRUPAGANDA PURPUSES. weo UU
OPPOSE THELIR COMING MEReLY TO MUUNT A PRUFPAGANUA VANFALGW.

ON THE QUESTION OF THE FUTURe POLITICAL STRUCIUK: I ThHe SUUTH,
WE HAVE REPEATEDLY MADe CLeAR THAI OUR ObJeCllve 1o lhAl lHL
SOUTH VIETNAMESE PEOPLE uulunwle THEIR OWN FUTURE WITHOUT _J
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EXTERNAL INTERFERENCE. THeE IMPOSITION UF ANY COALITION GOVERN-
MeNT WOULD pE AT VARIANCE WITH THIS PRINCIPLE . WE WOULD OPPOSE
ANY PROPOSAL WHICH WOULD TURN THeE GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH VIETNANM
OVER TO THE NLF. IN ESSENCE, We oeLIEve THAT THE SOUTH
VIETNAMESE MUST WORK OUT THEIR OwWN FUIURE, ACTING THROUGH
ELECTORAL PROCESSES OF THE KIND CARRIzD FORWARD IN THE PAST TWO

ILARD »

IN THIS CONNECT LUV THE SOUTH VIETNAMeSE GOVERNMANLT HAS FUR
SOME TIME BEEN CARRYING OUT A POLICY OF NATIUONAL RECONCILIALIIUN,
UNDER WHICH INDIVIDUALS WOW ASSOCIATED WITH THE VIET CONG l’.‘H\I,
IF THEY ACCEPT CONSTITUTIONAL PROCESSES, RECEIVE THE FULL RIGHIS
OF CITIZENSHIP., THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT HAS ALSO MADE
CLEAR ITS WILLINGNESS TO ENTER INTO CONTACTS WITH ELEMENTS OF
THE NLF. ALL OF THESE ACTIONS ARE CONSISTENT WITH THEIR BELIEF,
AND OURS ==- AND THE MANY TIMES STATED POLICY OF THIS GOVERWNMENT
-- THAT THE POLITICAL FUTURE OF SOUTH VIETWNAM MUST Be WORKED OUT
IN SOUTH VIETNAM BY THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH VIETNAM. END TEAT

2. SPOKESMAN THEN ADDED TWO POLNTS ON SACAGRUUNY DAoLo?

VAR LUUD FRUIFRGANUA
CAMPAIGNS = CAMPAIGNS ON THe QUESTIUNS UF BUNDLNG , LUAL Ll lUN UR

WHAT HAVE YOUs Lo POLICY OF THIS> GUVERNIMENL I5 STADLE ANU HAo
1o A uvhAnNGLE 41 .I‘JUL.l.\.;I',

QUOTE 1. ITHE COMMUNLISLIS HAVL bl FAALNG

SBEEN STATED BY 1TH PRLOIULENL. IF THere 1 . HE 4 .
Yuu WILL KNOW W prLCAUDE 1l RHL PReEolULELNL WILL w©iA1L il e LN QUUILILE
RUSK
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