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Controversy Accompanies Payment of Ayuntamiento Ex-Workers 
PRD Notes 

* * * ********** * 

GENERAL 

The Christmas h o l i d a y s , and a l l they meant i n terms of f e s t i v e 
p r eparation, l a s t minute shopping and r e l i g i o u s observance kept 
Dominicans busy t h i s week; Considerable press and other a t t e n t i o n 
was given to the Apollo V I I I moon shot; there were few p o l i t i c a l 
or other i s s u e s c apturing major a t t e n t i o n during the week. 

I n g e n e r a l , i n c l u d i n g the problems accompanying the Ayuntamiento's 
payment of back wages to ex-workers (Item 1 ) , newsworthy items 
were l a r g e l y economic or only p e r i p h e r a l l y p o l i t i c a l i n nature (even 
the PRD was r e l a t i v e l y q u iet t h i s week -- Item 2) a s : ( 1 ) the 
Cibao continued to dry i t s e l f o f f and the road to Puerto P l a t a 
was reopened to some t r a f f i c a f t e r having been c l o s e d f o r about 
two weeks; ( 2 ) Congress approved the 1959 budget, reported by the 
press as amounting to RD$186,555,200 (RD$230,324,219 -- i f e x t e r n a l 
f i n a n c i n g were i n c l u d e d ) ; ( 3 ) an automobile f e r r y began t h r i c e -
weekly s e r v i c e between San Pedro De Macoris and San Juan, Puerto 
Rico; ( 4 ) the UASD employees' s t r i k e continued, apparently un­
s e t t l e d (WPR #40); ( 5 ) the N a t i o n a l Education C o u n c i l prepared 
to meet December 30, f o r the f i r s t time s i n c e 1954 (probably on 
the agenda: c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the h i g h l y c o n t r o v e r s i a l " d i v e r s i f i e d 
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education" program); ( 6 ) an arms cache was discovered near Higuey 
(10 r i f l e s , one shotgun); and ( 7 ) a d e l e g a t i o n , headed Jby F o r e i g n 
S e c r e t a r y Fernando AMIAMA T i o , was named to attend the inauguration 
ot Puerto Rico's Governor-elect, L u i s F e r r d . Although the Embassy 
does not have confirmation, other r e p o r t s s t a t e t h a t P r e s i d e n t Balaguer 
himself w i l l attend the F e r r d i n a u g u r a l ceremonies. (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) 

1. Controversy Accompanies Payment of Ayuntamiento Ex-Workers 

The long-awaited payment of some 5 ,000 former workers of the Santo 
Domingo Ayuntamiento began as scheduled on December 20 but new prob­
lems immediately arose as the workers charged th a t the deductions made, 
i n the g r e a t m a j o r i t y of c a s e s , were f a r more than those agreed upon 
tetween the Mayor, the workers' n e g o t i a t i n g committee and Bishop POLANCO 
B r i t o . Municipal government o f f i c i a l s answered the charge by s t a t i n g 
t h a t deductions had been made "as r e q u i r e d " f o r the Tavera dam (2%), 
the workers' c l i n i c ( 3 % ) and income tax as w e l l as f o r "non-work days", 
1. e., Saturdays, Sundays and h o l i d a y s . The P r e s i d e n t of the C i t y C o u n c i l , 
R a f a e l VIDAL, and other municipal o f f i c i a l s , a l s o maintained th a t i t 
had been almost impossible to make sense out of the l i s t s e s t a b l i s h e d 
during the previous (PRD) a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and t h a t p a y r o l l s had been of 
n e c e s s i t y based i n l a r g e p a r t on information supplied by foremen and 
straw b o s s e s P a y m e n t s had not been completed by the end of the week. 
(UNCLASSIFIED). 

COMMENT: Many of the cases have been appealed to a complaints o f f i c e 
e s t a b l i s h e d by the Mayor and some workers have refused to cash t h e i r 
checks u n t i l t h e i r cases have been s e t t l e d . Meanwhile, the PRD, MPD, 
UER, CASC and the "Red L i n e " of the 1J4 have a l l i s s u e d statements 
supporting the workers. I n a d d i t i o n to statements, the Communist PCD 
held s e v e r a l s m a l l micro-meetings i n Santiago. The Mayor's promise to 
i s s u e new checks i n those cases where e r r o r s have been made has helped 
to prevent p r o t e s t movements from gathering more steam. (LIMITED OFFICIAL 
USE). 

2 . PRD Notes 

I n keeping with the dominant holiday mood, the PRD j o i n e d other 
Dominicans t h i s week i n p u t t i n g p o l i t i c s on a backburner. Even the 
r e t u r n on December 22 of S e c r e t a r y General PENA GOmez r e c e i v e d only 
b r i e f n o t i c e and a t week's end had not y e t been followed by an " o r i e n t i n g " 
address or r e p o r t on h i s t r i p (the party announced t h a t Tribuna Democrdtica 
had been suspended f o r the H o l i d a y s ) . I n h i s only p u b l i c statement 
thus f a r (an a i r p o r t a r r i v a l i n t e r v i e w ) , Peha GGmez s a i d t h a t : ( 1 ) 
Bosch would not be a p r e s i d e n t i a l candidate i n 1970; ( 2 ) the question 
ot PRD e l e c t o r a l p a r t i c i p a t i o n w i l l be decided by the PRD's S i x t h 
N a t i o n a l Convention; ( 3 ) Bosch " d e f i n i t e l y " does not b e l i e v e i n L a t i n 
American-style democracy; ( 4 ) Bosch w i l l r e t u r n to the DR when he f i n i s h e s 
a s e r i e s of works i n progress and publishes h i s "Popular D i c t a t o r s h i p " 
t h e s i s , but before returrt^yig he w i l l v i s i t other " s o c i a l i s t and c a p i t a l i s t " 
c o u n t r i e s ; ( 5 ) a t no time d i d he (Peha) intend to remain i n Spain (as 
had been charged by some PRD leaders — see WPR #38), but he would be 
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going to Spain again next year; (fa) The Swedish S o c i a l Democratic 
Party's S e c r e t a r y t o r I n t e r n a t i o n a l R e l a t i o n s would a r r i v e i n the DR 
on December 28 as part of a tour of most L a t i n American c o u n t r i e s , 
preparatory to a congress on L a t i n American problems to be c e l e b r a t e d 
next January i n C h i l e ; and ( 7 ) ten PRD youth le a d e r s w i l l r e c e i v e 
s c h o l a r s h i p s to study i n Rumania and Yugoslavia. 

I n other PRD news, p o l i c e agents from Santo Domingo re p o r t e d l y r a i d e d 
the nome of a PRD labor leader and former c i t y councilman i n V i l l a 
A l t a g r a c i a — but found nothing; and two PRDers (one of them Le g a l 
S e c r e t a r y Mario GARCIA) denied — and were re p o r t e d l y c l e a r e d — of 
charges by a p o l i c e informant that they had taken part i n a meeting 
a t which the a s s a s s i n a t i o n of three m i l i t a r y o f f i c e r s ( i n c l u d i n g Maj. 
Gen, PEREZ y Perez) had a l l e g e d l y been planned. (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) 

COMMENT: Apparently Organization S e c r e t a r y "Rafa" GAMUNDI w i l l not be 
one of the PRD leaders g i f t e d with a Rumanian or Yugoslav s c h o l o r s h i p . 
PRD confidant Sacha VOLMAN t o l d an Embassy o f f i c e r t h a t Gamundi did 
not q u a l i f y f o r one, but t h a t an attempt would be made to send him to 
A l g e r i a , presumably on another type of s c h o l a r s h i p . (CONFIDENTIAL) 
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