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GENERAL 
By t h e end of the week the heavy r a i n s which began on Monday in t he no r the rn p a r t of the country r e p o r t e d l y claimed a t l e a s t 11 l i v e s (with o the r s m i s s i n g ) , l e f t hundreds more homeless , and caused an as yet undetermined amount of damage t o c r o p s . 
Other head l ine s t h i s week went t o P r e s i d e n t Balaguer who announced t h a t t he impediment t o the r e t u r n of ex-General E l i a s WESSIN Y WESSIN would be l i f t e d on January 10 (I tem 1 ) . On December 12 the P r e s i d e n t gave a na t ion-wide r a d i o and t e l e v i s i o n address which for the most p a r t was devoted t o a d e t a i l e d account ing of the government 's use of U.S. economic a s s i s t a n c e (I tem 2 ) . 
In o t h e r news t h i s week (1) s p e c u l a t i o n and t en s ions a r i s i n g from 
the Bosch r e s i g n a t i o n i s s u e cont inued (I tem 4 ) ; (2) t he Dominican 
Navy withdrew from the drydock f a c i l i t i e s owned by U.S. c i t i z e n 
F e l i x BENITEZ Rexach a f t e r the f r i g a t e Mella had been r e p a i r e d (I tem 3 ) ; (3) l ack of the necessary quorum prevented the Chamber of Deputies from a c t i n g on P r e s i d e n t Ba lague r ' s ve to of; a law 1_ p e r m i t t i n g the i n s t a l l a t i o n of s l o t machines in authoriJzed gambling j ^ CONFIDENTIAL ^ 
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es tab l i shments ( t h e Senate e a r l i e r r e j e c t e d the v e t o ) ; (4) Santo Domingo Mayor Guarionex LLUBERES announced t o counter rumors t o the c o n t r a r y t h a t t h e r e would be no change in the terms of the agreement on pay with ex-workers of the Ayuntamiento and t h a t payments would begin as scheduled on December 20; (5) a f t e r a new outbreak of v io l ence i n which f ive s t uden t s were d e t a i n e d , c l a s s e s resumed a t mid-week a t t he l i c e o Union Panamericana where s tuden t s had dec la red a s t r i k e l a s t week i n p r o t e s t a g a i n s t " d i v e r s i f i e d educa t ion" and in suppor t of s t r i k i n g s tuden t s in San Juan de la Maguana whose s t r i k e r e p o r t e d l y cont inued a t week's end; (6) responding to r e p o r t e r s ' q u e s t i o n s . P r e s i d e n t Balaguer i n d i c a t e d t h a t d i v e r s i f i e d educat ion would be i n ­s t i t u t e d only in a r eas where t h e r e was a high popu la t ion d e n s i t y and where the s t uden t s themselves " v o l u n t a r i l y " reques ted such a system and sa id t he Sec re t a ry of Education had "his ideas , but has not given them to me y e t " ; (7) the execut ive committee of the PRSC denied new r e p o r t s publ ished i n L i s t i n t h a t the p a r t y had a l l but decided on Hector GARCIA GODOY and former UASD r e c t o r J u l i o Cdsar CASTANOS E s p a i l l a t as i t s 1970 p r e s i d e n t i a l t i c k e t ; (8) t he MPD's c l a n d e s t i n e r e v o l u t i o n a r y command "Miguel For tune" claimed r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for t he death by shoo t ing of Jose Antonio JIMENEZ (BalS) who was desc r ibed by the p re s s as a no to r ious T r u j i l l o thug ( " p a l e r o " ) ; and f i n a l l y (9) the P r e s i d e n t in h i s nat ionwide speech countered charges t h a t t h e r e was an "absence of a u t h o r i t y " i n t he government. (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) 
1 . P r e s i d e n t L i f t s Ban on Wessin Return 
P r e s i d e n t Balaguer , in t h e course of a nat ionwide r a d i o and t e l e v i s i o n b roadcas t on December 12 , announced t h a t t he impediment baning ex-General E l i a s Wessin y Wessin from the country would be l i f t e d on January 10 ( t h e P r e s i d e n t had s t a t e d e a r l i e r i n the week t h a t the General could r e t u r n "before January 1 0 " ) . The d e l a y , the P r e s i d e n t sa id in h i s speech , was due t o the d e s i r e t h a t " t h i s l i b e r a l measure embrace a l l l e a d e r s who p a r t i c i p a t e d on one or the o t h e r s i d e in the unfo r tuna te events of A p r i l 1965". The P r e s i d e n t sa id he hoped t h a t t he d e c i s i o n would become known t o ex-Colonel Caamano and o the r m i l i t a r y f igu res involved in the c i v i l war and t h a t those who d e s i r e d would r e t u r n "to p a r t i c i p a t e as p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s " in t he 1970 p r e s i d e n t i a l e l e c t i o n s . 
Meanwhile a memorial mass for Wessin 's b r o t h e r - i n - l a w Manuel Enrique 
CHAVEZ was he ld December 7 in the C a t h e d r a l . There were no i n c i d e n t s . 
Also t h i s week by a vote of 25-22 the Chamber of Deputies au tho r i zed 
the imprisonment of Deputy Miguel RUIZ Lama, who i s accused of murdering 
Chavez. The judge des igna ted by the Supreme Court to handle the case 
reques ted t h e a c t i o n by the Chamber. Some depu t i e s argued t h a t t he 
a c t i o n was u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l because of Ruiz ' pa r l i amen ta ry immunity. 
(UNCLASSIFIED) 
COMMENT: Wessin 's r e t u r n w i l l i n t roduce a new dimension i n t o the Dominican p o l i t i c a l p i c t u r e and w i l l probably r a i s e p o l i t i c a l temperatures but i t w i l l accomplish what he and the PQ.D have been seeking for some t i m e , t he union of the tWbf:̂ on home ground and the o p p o r t u n i t i e s t h a t t h i s a f fo rds with r e s p e c t t o the p a r t y ' s a t t empt t o c r e a t e a v i a b l e base for 1970, i n c l u d i n g the oppor tun i ty for d i r e c t r e l a t i o n s h i p s between Wessin and o the r p o l i t i c a l g roups . (CONFIDENTIAL) 
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2. Balaguer Speaks to Nation 
As he promised when commenting on the Ambassador's speech to the American Chamber of Commerce s e v e r a l weeks ago ( see A-864, A-880) , P r e s i d e n t Balaguer t h i s week devoted the major p o r t i o n of a n a t i o n ­wide r a d i o and t e l e v i s i o n address t o a d e t a i l e d account ing of how t h e n a t i o n had u t i l i z e d the fore ign a s s i s t a n c e rece ived from the U.S. s i nce he became P r e s i d e n t . The P r e s i d e n t s a id t h a t the f igu res he c i t e d demonstrated t h a t the c r i t i c i s m leve led a t the government for spending the g r e a t e r p a r t of i t s funds on sumptuous p r o j e c t s a t the expense of a g r i c u l t u r a l development was g r o u n d l e s s . The P r e s i d e n t thanked P r e s i d e n t Johnson by name for the " e f f e c t i v e h e l p " the D.R. has rece ived dur ing the p a s t two years and c a l l e d Ambassador Crimmins an " e n t h u s i a s t i c c o l l a b o r a t o r " of the GODR i n the area of fo re ign a s s i s t a n c e . 
The P r e s i d e n t a l s o used the occas ion of h i s speech to announce t h a t s i nce t h e government could not g ive a r e g a l i a pascua l to pub l i c em­ployees t h i s y e a r , he had signed a decree a u t h o r i z i n g the Banco de Reserves to i s s u e loans of up t o one month's s a l a r y for those ea rn ing RD$100 or l e s s and up to 50 pe rcen t of a month's s a l a r y for those earn ing from RD$101 to RD$400 monthly. I n t e r e s t of one pe rcen t per month be charged and repayment which must be completed i n 10 months w i l l be deducted from s a l a r i e s beginning in J anua ry . The P r e s i d e n t con­t inued t o hold out t h e s l im hope of a " g r a t i s " bonus provided the government 's revenues would permit t h i s . (UNCLASSIFIED) 
3 . Shipyard and Drydock F a c i l i t i e s Returned t o Beni tez 
The p ress t h i s week gave cons ide r ab l e coverage to the Dominican Navy's temporary assumption of c o n t r o l of the shipyard and drydock f a c i l i t i e s belonging t o U.S. c i t i z e n F e l i x Beni tez Rexach. (SD-4434, SD-4474). At f i r s t Beni tez i n t e r p r e t e d as a t h r e a t the f i n a l s t a tement i s sued by the Navy in which i t r ese rved the r i g h t t o use t he f a c i l i t i e s aga in i n s i m i l a r c i rcumstances and refused t o accep t them. L a t e r , however, he decided t o accep t r e t u r n of the p rope r ty i n order not t o j e o p a r d i z e h i s case for complete s e t t l e m e n t of the problem. At h i s mid-week p re s s conference the P r e s i d e n t reaff i rmed the government 's c laim t h a t i t i s a sha reho lder in the c o r p o r a t i o n (which was never organized) s t a t i n g t h a t the s t a t e i s "co-owner, i n a c e r t a i n s e n s e " of t he sh ipya rd . The claim i s based on the f ac t t h a t the f a c i l i t y i s l oca ted on govern­ment land which Beni tez con t r ac t ed t o e x p l o i t . 
Meanwhile D i r ec to r of Immigration Estrada Medina t o l d the p ress t h a t he had rece ived many denunc ia t ions concerning B e n i t e z ' a c t i v i t i e s which led him to cons ide r Beni tez a c o n s p i r a t o r and sa id he had warned Beni tez on s e v e r a l occas ions about meddling i n Dominican p o l i t i c s , t h r e a t e n i n g d e p o r t a t i o n i f he p e r s i s t e d . Beni tez has denied the accu­s a t i o n s which P r e s i d e n t Balaguer defined as " g o s s i p " . The P r e s i d e n t d i scounted the consp i racy .cha rges and sa id Estrada Medina's s ta tements were not a u t h o r i z e d . (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE). 
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PRD Notes 
The p a r t y ' s week was a r e l a t i v e l y q u i e t one ( t h e d e l e g a t i o n t o Spain has no t yet r e t u r n e d ) and what a c t i o n t h e r e was appeared d iv ided between continued s p e c u l a t i o n and t ens ions a r i s i n g from the Bosch r e s i g n a t i o n i s s u e , and problems concerning a l l e g e d p o l i c e r e p r e s s i o n . 
From Spain came two te legrams — one from Jose VEGA Imbert and the o t h e r from PENA Gdmez, Antonio GUZMAN and Ambiorix DIAZ - - empha t ica l ly denying l a s t week's AP s t o r y t h a t Vega had s t a t e d Bosch would r e t u r n t o the DR with an eye toward the 1970 e l e c t i o n s ( see VJPR #38) . Senator CASIMIRO Cast ro answered p a r t y c r i t i c s of the l e t t e r s e n t by him and o the r p r o - e l e c t i o n i s t s a sk ing Pena Gdmez' speedy r e t u r n ( see WPR #38) by terming t h e i r r e a c t i o n s u n j u s t i f i e d , defending any PRD l e a d e r ' s r i g h t t o wr i t e t o any o t h e r PRDer anywhere, and denying t h a t he and the o the r s i g n e r s had given any thought to o the r p o l i t i c a l movements. The " r a d i c a l s " r e p l y appeared to come a t midweek, when Organ iza t ion S e c r e t a r y "Rafa" GAMUNDI used the p a r t y r a d i o program for a s p i r i t e d defense of Bosch's a n t i - e l e c t o r a l p o s i t i o n and "Popular D i c t a t o r s h i p " , and t o ask PRDers t o fol low the lead of Act ing S e c r e t a r y General (and lead ing " r a d i c a l " ) J o t t i n CURY u n t i l the r e t u r n of Peha Gdmez. 
Alleged p o l i c e r e p r e s s i o n a g a i n s t PRD youth i n Pedernales gave r i s e to an exchange of correspondence between Casimiro Cast ro and the Po l i ce Chief , B r i g . Gen. Brau l io ALVAREZ. Casimiro saw a r i s e i n the crimes of " u n c o n t r o l l a b l e f o r c e s " under "Colonel" A l v a r e z ' admin i s ­t r a t i o n ; the l a t t e r r e p l i e d t o "Deputy" Casimiro t h a t t hese had been provoked by " u n c o n t r o l l a b l e t u r b a s " fomented by " a g i t a t o r s " ( p r e ­sumably of the Casimiro s t r i p e ) . Meanwhile, as though igno r ing Cas imi ro ' s p r o t e s t s the Na t iona l Po l i ce kep t up the p r e s su re by d e t a i n i n g e igh t PRDers i n Sant iago and a r r e s t i n g the Press and Propaganda Sec re t a ry of Santo Domingo's Zone K. (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) 
COIiMENT: I n d i c a t i o n s a r e t h a t Sec re t a ry General PENA Gdmez w i l l s t a y on in Europe t empora r i ly d e s p i t e Cas imiro ' s c a l l . I t i s known t h a t he plans to v i s i t Stockholm and perhaps o t h e r European c a p i t a l s , and w i l l probably remain out of t h e DR for ano the r few weeks. However, d e t a i l s of the "Benidorm Accords" v ; i l l most l i k e l y be r e l e a s e d by the o the r members of the PRD commission upon t h e i r r e t u r n from Spain - - which a t week's end was expected a t any t ime . (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) 
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