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GENERAL 

Most p o l i t i c a l news t h i s week c o n s i s t e d of continued 
r e a c t i o n s to s e v e r a l events of the l a s t few weeks and c a r r i e d 
important i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r f u t u r e p o l i t i c a l developments i n 
the country. A h i g h - l e v e l PRD dele g a t i o n headed by Se c r e t a r y 
General PENA Gdraez and Sub-Secretary General Antonio GUZMAN 
and i n c l u d i n g r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the major party organs departed 
f o r Spain and conversations with party mentor Juan BOSCH (Item 1) 
P:̂ D P r e s i d e n t , e x i l e d ex-General E l i a s WESSIN Y WESSIN, stepped 
up the pressure on Pre s i d e n t Balaguer to l i f t the "impediment" 
to h i s r e t u r n to the D.R., c i t i n g the murder of h i s b r o t h e r - i n -
law by a PR Deputy as the immediate j u s t i f i c a t i o n (Item 2 ) . 

GROUP 3 
Downgraded a t 12-year i n t e r v a l s 
not a u t o m a t i c a l l y d e c l a s s i f i e d 
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I n other news t h i s week ( 1 ) the S e c r e t a r y of Commerce and 
In d u s t r y , J o s ^ A. BREA Peha, tendered h i s r e s i g n a t i o n e f f e c t i v e 
November 30 to devote himself to h i s business i n t e r e s t s (he i s 
owner of Radio C o m e r c i a l ) ; ( 2 ) new evidence of d i s s e n s i o n i n the 
ranks of the PRSC came to l i g h t (Item 5 ) ; ( 3 ) the Chamber of 
Deputies approved an executive proposal to i n c r e a s e the p e n a l t i e s 
f o r c o n v i c t i o n s of t i r e burning and throwing n a i l s and s t e e l s t a p l e s 
i n t o the s t r e e t s ; ( 4 ) the C e n t r a l E l e c t o r a l Board r e j e c t e d a PRSC 
proposal to hold separate p r e s i d e n t i a l and co n g r e s s i o n a l e l e c t i o n s 
i n 1970 (Item 3 ) ; ( 5 ) i n a l e t t e r to Pre s i d e n t Balaguer, POASI 
asked f o r compensation of RD$100,G00 f o r "moral and m a t e r i a l 
damages" s u f f e r e d during the recent r a i d on i t s headquarters; 
( 6 ) V i c t o r HIDALGO J u s t o , P r e s i d e n t of the Reformista Youth 
o r g a n i z a t i o n FAJURE, c r i t i c i z e d the formation of a new youth group 
headed by V i c t o r GOMEZ Be r g i s (Item 4 ) ; ( 7 ) the e l e c t i o n of a new 
MODACAPI s l a t e of o f f i c e r s was challenged by the group's former 
V i c e P r e s i d e n t Alejandro PADILLA and oth e r s ; ( 8 ) I n t e r i o r and 
P o l i c e S e c r e t a r y Federico Maximo SMESTER announced new steps to 
"disarm" the c i v i l i a n population a f t e r the f i r s t of the year; 
and f i n a l l y , ( 9 ) V i c e - P r e s i d e n t LORA's thus f a r unexplained 
(other than f o r reasons of h e a l t h ) extended stay i n the Cibao 
has produced f u r t h e r s p e c u l a t i o n i n the press and new rumors 
about personal d i f f i c u l t i e s between him and Pre s i d e n t Balaguer. 
(LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) 

1 . PRPers Depart f o r Spain and Bosch 

The PRD made r e l a t i v e l y l i t t l e news t h i s week, as much of 
i t s l e a d e r s h i p l e f t or prepared to le a v e f o r Benidorm, Spain, 
and t a l k s with party a d v i s o r Juan Bosch aimed a t dissuading him 
from h i s announced d e c i s i o n to q u i t the party (WPR #36). E a r l y 
i n the week the f i r s t contingent departed, c o n s i s t i n g of 
Sec r e t a r y General Pena Gdraez and Sub-Secretary General Antonio 
Guzman. They were accompanied by Bosch's s i s t e r , A n g e l i t a Bosch 
de ORTIZ, who repor t e d l y was going to Spain on "personal b u s i n e s s . " 
The " h i g h - l e v e l , a m p l i f i e d " PRD commission requested by Bosch 
departed a t week's end. Representing n e a r l y a l l high party 
organs and r e f l e c t i n g the major opinion s e c t o r s w i t h i n the 
party, the commission rep o r t e d l y i n c l u d e d : J o s i Augusto VEGA 
Imbert ( P o l i t i c a l Committee); Jos5 Mariano PENA ( A g r i c u l t u r a l 
Bureau); Pedro J u l i o EVANGELISTA and Marcos de VARGAS (N a t i o n a l 
D i s t r i c t Labor Bureau) who proved to be a last-minute drop-out; 
Miguel SOTO (N a t i o n a l Labor Bureau); Winston ARNAUD and J o s ^ 
OVALLES (JRD); Lenor Sanchez BARET (Women's Branch); Deputy 
L u i s VARGAS and Deputy Ambiorix DIAZ (Parliamentary B l o c ) ; 
a l s o included were Dra. F r i d a de ESPINAL ( a l s o of the Women's 
Branch) and I n g . Frank CAMACHO (whose a f f i l i a t i o n i s unknown 
to the Embassy). 
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Pena Gdmez s e t the stage t o r h i s departure by a lengthy 
" o r i e n t a t i o n " r a d i o address e a r l y i n the week during which he 
s a i d t h a t a t the moment the only two " c e r t a i n t i e s " were t h a t 
Bosch would not r e t u r n to the D.R. before mid-1969 and t h a t 
he would not be a candidate i n 1970. For the r e s t , Pena Gdmez 
sta t e d t h a t he and the commission would attempt to persuade Bosch 
to remain a t l e a s t as an ordinary party member, f o r Bosch's t o t a l 
r e s i g n a t i o n from the PRD would mean i t s complete s p l i t , i n which 
case he (Peha) would "almost c e r t a i n l y " r e s i g n as S e c r e t a r y 
General. (SD-4297). The party radio program during the r e s t 
of the week was l a r g e l y pro forma, and i t appeared t h a t the party 
had adopted a "low s i l h o u e t t e " pending the r e t u r n of i t s delegates; 
even the PRD's l o y a l e s t Bosch supporters were r e l a t i v e l y r e s t r a i n e d , 
although the JRD ( a g a i n ) , and the Labor and A g r i c u l t u r e Bureaus 
went on record as supporting the Bosch p o s i t i o n and c a l l i n g on 
him to r e c o n s i d e r . (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) 

Comment: A. PRD confidant Sacha VOLMAN to l d the Embassy he was 
very pleased t h a t A n g e l i t a Bosch de O r t i z was going to Spain, as 
she was "the most level-headed one i n the f a m i l y " ( i n c l u d i n g Bosch 
h i m s e l f ) , and with her Pena Gdmez and the commission would have a 
much g r e a t e r chance of making her brother "see reason" and 
convincing him to remain a PRD member. (CONFIDENTIAL) 

B. Sen. CASIMIRO Castro t o l d Embassy o f f i c e r s t h a t Bosch 
had w r i t t e n him e s p e c i a l l y to ask th a t he accompany the commission 
to Benidorm, but th a t he ( C a s i m i r o ) was i n p r i n c i p l e a g a i n s t the 
i d e a of the commission going to pay court to Bosch and — he 
added — he did not have the thousand pesos or so he considered 
necessary to make the t r i p . I t i s no s e c r e t t h a t Casimiro st r o n g l y 
opposes Bosch and i s one of the l e a d i n g e l e c t i o n i s t s i n the PRD. 
He has i n d i c a t e d p r i v a t e l y to Embassy o f f i c e r s t h a t the PRD can get 
along q u i t e n i c e l y without Bosch and t h a t Bosch's and Balaguer's 
withdrawal from a c t i v e p o l i t i c s ( a f t e r 1970, i n the l a t t e r c a s e ) 
would be i n the country's b e s t i n t e r e s t s . (CONFIDENTIAL) 

C The r e a l n e g o t i a t i n g with Bosch w i l l , of course, be done 
by Pena Gdmez and to a l e s s e r extent by Antonio Guzman, and the 
important d e c i s i o n s were probably made before the remainder of 
the commission a r r i v e d . I t may have been t h i s c o n s i d e r a t i o n , 
plus pique a t not being included i n the f i r s t contingent t h a t l e d 
Sen. Maximo LOVATON P i t t a l u g a (of the P o l i t i c a l Committee, and 
one of the most important "moderate" l e a d e r s ) not to i n c l u d e 
himself amongst those going to Spain. (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) 

2. Wessin y Wessin Pre s s u r e s Balaguer to Return 

Pr e s i d e n t Balaguer refused t h i s week to grant the cabled 
request of e x i l e d ex-General E l i a s Wessin y Wessin to r e t u r n to 
the Dominican Republic at^. t h i s time. Wessin's l a t e s t appeal to 
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-the P r e s i d e n t came a t the end of l a s t week a f t e r the murder of Manuel 
CHAVEZ, PQ,D a c t i v i s t and the ex-General's brother-in-law, by 
Reformista Deputy Miguel RUIZ Lama. Balaguer a t f i r s t refused 
comment, cl a i m i n g he had not r e c e i v e d Wessin's request " o f f i c i a l l y . " 
A f t e r the Chavez f u n e r a l had taken p l a c e , the P r e s i d e n t claimed 
the reason f o r Wessin's appeal no longer e x i s t e d and r e i t e r a t e d h i s 
statement th a t V'Jessin would be able to r e t u r n to the country i n 
time to p a r t i c i p a t e i n the 1970 e l e c t i o n s . He added t h a t he 
considered the manner i n which Wessin made h i s request a form of 
pressure a g a i n s t the government. At h i s mid-week press conference, 
Balaguer again repeated t h a t a t the "opportune moment", Wessin could 
r e t u r n "through the wide door." Meanwhile, Deputy Ruiz Lama i s i n 
j a i l i n Santiago a w a i t i n g indictment f o r voluntary manslaughter. 
At the recommendation of a s p e c i a l committee of the Chamber of 
Deputies appointed to look i n t o the c a s e , the Chamber decided on 
November 27 not to i n t e r f e r e i n any way i n the matter. (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Comment: Both Wessin and PqD l e a d e r s here w i l l almost c e r t a i n l y 
keep up the pressure f o r Wessin's r e t u r n . Up to the present time, 
Wessin, however unhappy about h i s s t a t u s as an e x i l e , has i n d i c a t e d 
a w i l l i n g n e s s to play by the r u l e s and not to r e t u r n u n t i l he i s 
l e g a l l y permitted to do so. However, i t i s p o s s i b l e th a t h i s 
f r u s t r a t i o n over the f a i l u r e of h i s e f f o r t s to r e t u r n w i l l l e a d 
him to consider r a s h a c t s such as t h a t reported on November 26 
when he booked a seat on a f l i g h t to Jamaica with an onward connection 
to Puerto Rico v i a Santo Domingo only to c a n c e l i t a t the l a s t 
minute. (CONFIDENTIAL) 

3. E l e c t o r a l Board R e j e c t s PRSC Proposal on Separate E l e c t i o n s 

The Junta C e n t r a l E l e c t o r a l ( J C E ) t h i s week r e j e c t e d a proposal 
of the Revolutionary S o c i a l C h r i s t i a n Party (PRSC) to hold separate 
e l e c t i o n s i n 1970 i n which e l e c t i o n s f o r P r e s i d e n t and V i c e - P r e s i d e n t 
would f o l l o w c o n g r e s s i o n a l and municipal e l e c t i o n s by three months, 
but answered with a counterproposal of i t s own. I n s t e a d , the JCE 
proposed the u t i l i z a t i o n of separate b a l l o t s , one f o r the p r e s i d e n t i a l 
e l e c t i o n s and one f o r a l l others i n c l u d i n g senators and deputies. 

The Junta's r e p l y i n d i c a t e d t h a t the S o c i a l C h r i s t i a n proposal 
had been r e j e c t e d because i t would r e q u i r e an amendment of A r t i c l e s 
89 and 90 of the C o n s t i t u t i o n , and such amendments were i n turn 
regulated by A r t i c l e 116 of the Substantive Law which r e q u i r e s t h a t 
the n e c e s s i t y f o r such change be declared i n a law o r i g i n a t i n g 
e x c l u s i v e l y i n the l e g i s l a t u r e and the E x e c u t i v e Branch. 

Four other p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s (PR, PRD, PqD and UCN) f o r a l l 
p r a c t i c a l purposes e a r l i e r had r e j e c t e d the PRSC suggestion (see 
WPR #34). 
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By week's end the Junta's counterproposal had not been con­
s i d e r e d by decision-making c o u n c i l s of the PRD or the PRSC, but 
PRD Deputy "Manny" E s p i n a l was quoted as saying t h a t a two-ballot 
setup might confuse i l l i t e r a t e v o t e r s and suggested i n s t e a d a 
s i n g l e b a l l o t with n a t i o n a l and r e g i o n a l o f f i c e s separated by 
a perforated l i n e . (UNCLASSIFIED) 

4. FAJURE Pr e s i d e n t R e j e c t s Formation of New Reformista Youth Group 

V i c t o r Hidalgo J u s t o , P r e s i d e n t of the Reformista youth organ­
i z a t i o n , FAJURE, t h i s week c r i t i c i z e d the formation of a new youth 
group (see A-850) designed to weld together youth groups throughout 
the country i n support of the Balaguer Government. Hidalgo Justo 
charged t h a t the " P r o v i s i o n a l Committee of the National Movement 
of Reformista Youth", headed by V i c t o r Gdmez Berges, and i n c l u d i n g 
f i v e PR Deputies and other government o f f i c i a l s , was c r e a t i n g a 
s i t u a t i o n of "pure anarchy" i n the PR ranks. FAJURE, he s a i d , was 
the only movement tha t had labored i n t e n s i v e l y i n the u n i t i n g of 
youth around the Reformista Party and conjectured t h a t the new 
movement announced i n the press would a c t u a l l y only serve to d i v i d e 
the o f f i c i a l party youth o r g a n i z a t i o n s . Hidalgo Justo warned 
Reformista youth to study the s i t u a t i o n c a r e f u l l y before deciding 
to e n r o l l i n the new movement. 

Gdmez Berges dismissed Hidalgo J u s t o ' s c r i t i c i s m and claimed 
over 10,000 members f o r the new group a l r e a d y . He s a i d t h a t these 
numbers proved th a t the new movement had "moved the conscience 
of the youth from one end of the country to the other." (UNCLASSIFIED) 

Comment: I t i s s t i l l not c l e a r how the new youth movement w i l l 
f i t i n t o the Reformista Party o r g a n i z a t i o n or how i t s f u n c t i o n s 
w i l l d i f f e r from those of FAJURE, which has not been a very a c t i v e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n . (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) 

5. PRSC Faced with New Outbreak of Problems 

A d d i t i o n a l evidence t h a t the Partido Revolucionario S o c i a l 
C r i s t i a n o (PRSC) i s having problems with i t s two a f f i l i a t e d youth 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s , the Bloque Revolucionario U n i v e r s i t a r i o S o c i a l 
C r i s t i a n o (BRUC) and the Juventud Revolucionario S o c i a l C r i s t i a n o 
(JRSC) came to l i g h t t h i s week. According to a S o c i a l C h r i s t i a n 
source of L i s t i n D i a r i o , seven "young l e a d e r s " who "represent the 
youth of the party who r a d i c a l l y oppose the p o l i t i c a l l i n e " of the 
party were expelled by the PRSC as " r a d i c a l s . " Party sources 
r e p o r t e d l y l a t e r confirmed t h a t two members of the JRSC were 
exp e l l e d from the youth group f o r a year by the JRSC d i s c i p l i n a r y 
committee r a t h e r than by the PRSC executive committee. These 
same sources denied t h a t the f i v e named BRUC a c t i v i s t s had been 
ex p e l l e d from the party pointing out t h a t they were not PRSC 
members and t h e r e f o r e cou3^ not have been e x p e l l e d . They were 
apparently d i s c i p l i n e d by the BRUC l e a d e r s h i p , however. 
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Probably as a r e s u l t of these problems i n v o l v i n g some young 
a c t i v i s t s , f o u r b a r r i o committees of the party p e t i t i o n e d the 
n a t i o n a l executive committee to remand PRSC P r e s i d e n t Caonabo 
JAVIER C a s t i l l o to the p a r t y ' s d i s c i p l i n a r y committee f o r 
v i o l a t i o n of the p a r t y ' s s t a t u t e s . Among other things, the 
committees accused J a v i e r of p h y s i c a l l y e j e c t i n g JRSC l e a d e r s 
from party headquarters, a charge which has been denied by the 
party l e a d e r s h i p . I n a mid-week press r e l e a s e , the PRSC appealed 
to i t s f o l l o w e r s to u t i l i z e e s t a b l i s h e d "channels of communication" 
to a i r i d e o l o g i c a l disagreements before t a k i n g them to the p u b l i c . 
(UNCLASSIFIED) 

Comment: T h i s i s f u r t h e r evidence t h a t p o t e n t i a l l y s e r i o u s 
problems p e r s i s t w i t h i n the PRSC and, l i k e the PRD, the PRSC 
i s concerned with e f f o r t s to r e t a i n i t s a g g r e s s i v e youth wing 
and prevent i t from running f u r t h e r to the l e f t . (LIMITED 
OFFICIAL USE) 

C o n t r i b u t o r s ; LRFleischer:FAlberti:CSwezey:KCroom 
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