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INTRODUCTION 

Labor t r o u b l e s dominated the week's news i n Santo Domingo. T r a f f i c 
on the c a p i t a l ' s s t r e e t s began to r e t u r n to normal l e v e l s by 
Wednesday (September 4 ) a f t e r P r e s i d e n t Balaguer announced a 
settlement of the 3 day t a x i d r i v e r s ' s t r i k e , worked out during a 
4 hour meeting with union l e a d e r s , r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of automotive 
spare p a r t s importers and insurance companies (Item 1 ) . I n other 
l a b o r news t h i s week, CASC was prevented from holding i t s scheduled 
demonstration on September 1 (Item 2) to p r o t e s t the government's 
prolongation of the a u s t e r i t y law. The mixed p o l i c e - m i l i t a r y 
p a t r o l s which began covering the c i t y August 31 were withdrawn 
on the evening of September 4. Both the f r u s t r a t e d CASC demon 
s t r a t i o n and the t a x i s t r i k e were marked by s c a t t e r e d v i o l e n c e 
and p o l i c e made numerous'arrests, i n c l u d i n g some union le a d e r s 
and two high PRD o f f i c i a l s '(Item 3 ) . P r e s i d e n t Balaguer, f o r the 
second week i n s u c c e s s i o n , t o l d the press t h a t the conduct of 
the N a t i o n a l P o l i c e was much b e t t e r than i t had been during the 
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r a s r rwo yea r s . When questioned s p e c i f i c a l l y about the conduct of 
policemen who wounded a young man whom they pursued i n t o h i s own 
house, the P r e s i d e n t s a i d there were "reproachable c a s e s " which 
should be avoided. The P r e s i d e n t added tha t he thought the 
conduct of both the s t r i k e r s and the p o l i c e had been exemplary. 

I n other news t h i s week ( 1 ) both E l Caribe and L i s t i n ' s d i r e c t o r 
R a f a e l Herrera won SIP (Sociedad Interamericana de Prensa)awards, 
Caribe f o r i t s s e r v i c e to the community and Herrera f o r h i s 
e d i t o r i a l s ; (2) a t h i r d Santo Domingo newspaper, r i g h t i s t E l Tiempo, 
c e l e b r a t e d i t s f i r s t a n n i v e r s a r y of p u b l i c a t i o n and was duly 
s a l u t e d by P r e s i d e n t Balaguer who a l s o congratulated L i s t i n and 
Cari b e ; ( 3 ) the P r e s i d e n t c e l e b r a t e d h i s 61st birthday and t o l d 
the press he " f e l t o l d e r " ; ( 4 ) Vice P r e s i d e n t Lora used the 
occasion of the P r e s i d e n t ' s birthday to r e a f f i r m h i s " l o y a l t y " 
to Balaguer's " p o l i t i c a l cause"; ( 5 ) the Pr e s i d e n t announced 
t h a t the government was studying various o f f e r s to finance the 
Va l d e s i a Dam p r o j e c t and t h a t i t would be "at l e a s t two weeks" 
before any announcement; (6 ) an u n i d e n t i f i e d " P a l a c e source" 
t o l d E l Caribe t h a t the IDB was not i n t e r e s t e d i n the p r o j e c t 
and t h a t the c o n t r a c t would probably go to DOMES, A Dominican 
-Spanish consortium; ( 7 ) the P a r t i d o Democratico Obrero 
Campesino (PDOC) announced r e o r g a n i z a t i o n a l e f f o r t s and s a i d i t 
would seek new r e c o g n i t i o n of the C e n t r a l E l e c t o r a l Board i n 
October; (8) the GODR's Ambassador i n Washington, Hector 
Garcia-Godoy, i n a telegram to L i s t e n ' s d i r e c t o r R a f a e l Herrera, 
s a i d he would "discourage" the idea of h i s running f o r P r e s i d e n t 
i n 1970 (Item 4 ) ; ( 9 ) the hunger s t r i k e i n La V i c t o r i a p r i s o n 
f i n a l l y came to an end (Item 6 ) ; and (10) three more H a i t i a n 
n a t i o n a l s sought p o l i t i c a l asylum, t h i s time i n the Embassy 
of Mexico (Item 5 ) . 

1. T a x i S t r i k e S e t t l e d A f t e r 3 Days 

The 3-day long s t r i k e by Santo Domingo's t a x i d r i v e r s (UNACHOSIN), 
which began on September 1 , ended on September 3 a f t e r a 4-hour 
evening meeting between P r e s i d e n t Balaguer, t a x i union l e a d e r s , 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of automotive spare parts importers and insurance 
companies, and ot h e r s . I n announcing the end of the s t r i k e , the 
Pr e s i d e n t s a i d t h a t a f u l l understanding on a l l points a t i s s u e 
had been reached, i n c l u d i n g h i s agreement to ask f o r a study 
d i r e c t e d towards a p o s s i b l e m o d i f i c a t i o n of A r t i c l e 4 of. the 
a u s t e r i t y law to permit those companies showing p r o f i t s m 
t h e i r operation to r a i s e s a l a r i e s of employees and workers. 
UNACHOSIN l e a d e r s c h a r a c t e r i z e d the meeting with Balaguer as 

"highly p r o f i t a b l e " and s a i d i t was the f i r s t time a chauffeurs 
o r g a n i z a t i o n had obtained " s u b s t a n t i a l " concessions from the 
government. Before the s t r i k e ended i t had spread to Santiago 

. and p a r t i a l l y elsewhere. 
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Despite some f l a r e u p s of v i o l e n c e and a r r e s t s during the s t r i k e 
(a few stones and homemade bombs were thrown a t some c a r s and 
buses, s t a p l e s were l i b e r a l l y thrown i n t o the s t r e e t s and UASD 
students burned a t r u c k and stoned other v e h i c l e s ) P r e s i d e n t 
Balaguer p r a i s e d both the p o l i c e and the s t r i k e r s f o r t h e i r 
conduct. He s a i d the few i n c i d e n t s were minor i n nature. (UNCL.) 

COMMENT: The s t r i k e r e c eived the overf: support of the PRSC, 
the various Communist p a r t i e s and a t the l a s t minute of the PRD. 
Despite i t s belated support, the PRD n e v e r t h e l e s s ended up as 
perhaps the primary b e n e f i c i a r y of t h i s c o n f r o n t a t i o n with the 
government. The pa r t y , maneuvering adroitly, seemingly brought 
the m a j o r i t y of the UNACHOSIN s t r i k e committee under i t s wing 
(although some Communists were i n v o l v e d ) . The union's l e g a l 
a d v i s e r , Almanzor GONZALEZ Canahuate ( e l e c t e d PRD S e c r e t a r y of 
Finances l a s t F e b r u a r y ) , reportedly was the most i n f l u e n t i a l 
person behind the scenes i n d i r e c t i n g the s t r i k e committee. (CONF.) 

2. CASC Demonstration F r u s t r a t e d 

Although a CASC attempt to hold a demonstration i n E n r i q u i l l o 
Park on September 1 to back up t h e i r demands f o r an end to the 
government's a u s t e r i t y law was prevented by p o l i c e a c t i o n , the 
S o c i a l - C h r i s t i a n l a b o r o r g a n i z a t i o n has promised to f i g h t on, 
not only f o r an end to a u s t e r i t y but to br i n g to p u b l i c 
a t t e n t i o n the " l a c k of trade union freedom" i n the D.R. and 
the " T r u j i l l i s t a c h a r a c t e r of the government". CASC l e a d e r s 
announced t h i s week t h a t they plan to bring l e g a l a c t i o n a g a i n s t 
P o l i c e and I n t e r i o r S e c r e t a r y Federico Maximo SMESTER f o r "abuse 
of power" and f o r v i o l a t i n g the C o n s t i t u t i o n . S e c r e t a r y General 
Henry MOLINA a l s o s a i d CASC would enter an a c t i o n before the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Labor Organization f o r v i o l a t i o n by the GODR of 
the ILO's A r t i c l e 87 which guarantees trade union freedom and 
r i g h t of a s s o c i a t i o n . Responding to newsmen's quest i o n s . 
P r e s i d e n t Balaguer dismissed the CASC charges and s a i d t h a t 
"absolute" trade union freedom e x i s t s i n t h i s country but t h a t 
a demonstration which was pr o h i b i t e d i n the i n t e r e s t of p u b l i c 
order and of "guaranteeing the f u l l execution of the a u s t e r i t y 
law" was something e l s e . S e c r e t a r y Smester a l s o dismissed the 
CASC comments and s a i d he did not want to co n t r i b u t e to t h e i r 
p u b l i c i t y . A l l of the union l e a d e r s and vrorkers detained by 
p o l i c e during a s e r i e s of micro-meetings on September 1 were 
r e l e a s e d on September 3. (UNCLASSIFIED) 
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an obvious attempt to f i l l the vacuum i t sees developing i n 
the Dominican la b o r movement. 

The government's a c t i o n s i n preventing the scheduled demon­
s t r a t i o n undoubtedly s u i t e d the aims of the CASC l e a d e r s h i p 
which had s t a t e d i n advance t h a t by defying the government 
and being a r r e s t e d they would succeed i n showing t h e " a n t i - l a b o r " 
s i t u a t i o n which p r e v a i l s i n the D.R. and demonstrating t h a t they 
are i n the vanguard of the f i g h t f o r worker r i g h t s (as they see 
them). CASC can t h e r e f o r e be expected to continue to oppose the 
GODR on many i s s u e s , i n c l u d i n g a u s t e r i t y . (CONFIDENTIAL) 

3. PRD Notes 

The PRD, e s p e c i a l l y i n Santo Domingo, was to a l a r g e extent 
preoccupied with the c h a u f f e u r s ' s t r i k e (which i t endorsed 
-- Item 1 ) . However, a t t e n t i o n was a l s o claimed by a s e n s a t i o n a l 
courthouse vendetta i n the c a p i t a l ( i n which the brother of a 
murdered PRD l e a d e r k i l l e d the f a t h e r of the a l l e g e d a s s a s i n ) , 
and by the murder of an ex-Frogman ( C o n s t i t u t i o n a l i s t ) i n La Vega. 
Of even more d i r e c t concern to the party were the a r r e s t s or 
detentions of a number of high-ranking and other PRDers: ( 1 ) a c t i n g 
r e p o r t e d l y on a t i p t h a t "leaders of p a r t i e s of the l e f t " were to 
pla n subversive a c t s — a l l e g e d l y i n c l u d i n g the murder of a P o l i c e 
l i e u t e n a n t - - i n connection with the planned CASC demonstration 
(Item 2 ) , p o l i c e raided a Santo Domingo house over the weekend 
and a r r e s t e d s i x persons. Four were MPD le a d e r s or m i l i t a n t s 
and one a student of unknown a f f i l i a t i o n (the P o l i c e s a i d MPD 
Sec r e t a r y General Maximiliano GOMEZ was due to c h a i r the meeting), 
but one was Abraham BAUTISTA A l c a n t a r a , the PRD Nationa l E x e c u t i v e 
Committee's S e c r e t a r y of P u b l i c and I n t e r n a t i o n a l R e l a t i o n s ; 
( 2 ) on Sunday the par t y ' s c o n t r o v e r s i a l Organization S e c r e t a r y , 
"Rafa" GAMUNDI and another PRD l e a d e r , Gerinerdo MANCEBO (SD-3565) 
were taken by P o l i c e without explanation from a jeep d r i v e n by 
PRD Sen. CASIMIRO Ca s t r o . They were r e l e a s e d a few days l a t e r . 
( P o l i c e Chief B r a u l i o ALVAREZ* subsequent explanation t h a t Gamundi 
had " a f f a i r s pending" with the s e c u r i t y s e r v i c e was r e j e c t e d by 
par t y S e c r e t a r y General PENA Gdmez, who termed i t "wretched" 
and -- r e f e r r i n g to t h i s and to other PRD detentions -- s a i d t h a t 
the c h a u f f e u r s ' s t r i k e could not be used as a l e g i t i m a t e excuse 
to a r r e s t PRD l e a d e r s ) ; ( 3 ) l a t e r the same day, p o l i c e b r i e f l y 
detained PRD P r e s s and Propaganda S e c r e t a r y "Manny" ESPINAL, 
Se c r e t a r y General Peha G6mez, and — again -- Senator Casimiro 
C a s t r o , when they were stopped while r i d i n g i n the l e t t e r ' s jeep. 
( P r e s i d e n t Balaguer l a t e r c a l l e d c e r t a i n m i l i t a r y and p o l i c e 
excesses "reproachable", but i n gen e r a l e x t o l l e d p o l i c e conduct 
during the c h a u f f e u r s ' s t r i k e ; he s a i d t h a t Casimiro C a s t r o , 
Peha G6mez and "Manny" E s p i n a l had been b r i e f l y detained because 
they a l l e g e d l y had been i n c i t i n g to s t r i k e and t h r e a t e n i n g bus 
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owners i n t o j o i n i n g the s t r i k e ) ; (4) i n Santiago, the PRD reported 
the Sept. 5 a r r e s t s of one l o c a l committee l e a d e r and the l e a d e r 
of the p a r t y ' s Labor Bureau i n t h a t c i t y ; p o l i c e r e p o r t e d l y 
charged they had been throwing rocks. 

The PRD radio program remained o f f the a i r again t h i s week, 
due not to p o l i t i c a l maneuvering and p r e s s u r e s but to the 
p a r t y ' s preoccupation with the l a b o r s i t u a t i o n and to t e c h n i c a l 
-- and f i n a n c i a l — delays i n s i g n i n g the new c o n t r a c t with 
Radio Pueblo (WPR #24). F i n a l l y , however, a l l was s e t t l e d and 
near week's end i t was announced t h a t the program would s a l l y 
f o r t h on September 6 over the new s t a t i o n -- but a t the same 
time and to be r e l a y e d by the same s t a t i o n s i n the i n t e r i o r . (LOU) 

COMMENT; PRD sources t o l d an Embassy o f f i c e r t h i s week t h a t 
Gamundi had e a r l i e r on the day of h i s a r r e s t b e l i e v e d he had 
been followed to p a r t y headquarters, and had been taken from 
th e r e by Casimiro i n the b e l i e f t h a t the p o l i c e would not dare 
bother a Senator. As f o r "Manny" E s p i n a l , he s a i d t h a t he and 
Peha Gdmez had been a t E s p i n a l ' s house a l l morning, and had gone 
s c a r c e l y two blocks from i t i n Casimiro's v e h i c l e when p o l i c e 
patrolmen stopped them. He s a i d they were r e l e a s e d upon the 
i n t e r v e n t i o n of a PN o f f i c e r who, r e c o g n i z i n g the PRD l e a d e r s , 
roundly berated the patrolmen who had detained them. R e f e r r i n g 
to the P r e s i d e n t ' s charge t h a t he had been t h r e a t e n i n g bus owners, 
E s p i n a l c a l l e d i t a " b a r b a r i t y " . 

Concerning the a r r e s t of the PRD's I n t e r n a t i o n a l R e l a t i o n s 
S e c r e t a r y i n company with important MPD l e a d e r s , the party had been 
s i n g u l a r l y q u i e t , both p u b l i c l y and p r i v a t e l y . Although Peha Gdmez 
mentioned B a u t i s t a along with other d e t a i n e e s , t h e r e had thus f a r 
been no attempt to e x p l o i t t h i s a r r e s t of a n a t i o n a l party l e a d e r , 
such as had been the case with the detention of "Rafa" Gamundi. 
I n the p a s t , i n t e l l i g e n c e sources had published reports of PRD 
cooperation with the extreme l e f t , but t h i s appeared to be the 
f i r s t " o v e r t " ( p e r f o r c e ) evidence of such c o l l a b o r a t i o n . (CONFID.) 

4. Garcia-Godoy D i s c u s s e s P o s s i b l e P r e s i d e n t i a l Nomination 

L i s t i n t h i s week c a r r i e d a short i n t e r v i e w v r i t h Dominican Ambassador 
to Washington Hector GARCIA-GODOY i n which the former P r o v i s i o n a l 
P r e s i d e n t r e p o r t e d l y s a i d he would accept the nomination f o r the 
presidency i f i t were proposed to him by a movement he considered 
to be one of " n a t i o n a l unity".. Garcia-Godoy added, however, t h a t 
he would discourage the idea of h i s candidacy, p r e f e r r i n g to work 
w i t h i n such a movement r a t h e r than from the presidency i t s e l f . 
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Fu r t h e r expounding on h i s f a v o r i t e theme of n a t i o n a l u n i t y , he 
s a i d t h a t i t i s time f o r the Dominican Republic to leave the ^ 
stage of " c a u d i l l i s m o " and pa r t i s a n i s m . The fo l l o w i n g day L i s t i n 
published a telegram from the Ambassador i n which he s a i d t h a t 
any Dominican c i t i z e n i n f u l l e x e r c i s e of h i s r i g h t s could be 
nominated f o r p r e s i d e n t , but s t r e s s e d again h i s own per s o n a l 
f e e l i n g t h a t he would p r e f e r to serve the country w i t h i n a 
movement of n a t i o n a l u n i t y r a t h e r than i n the presidency i t s e l f . 

COMMENT: Reports p e r s i s t i n Santo Domingo t h a t Garcia-Godoy 
w i l l soon r e s i g n h i s diplomatic post to re t u r n here i n order 
to b u i l d an o r g a n i z a t i o n before the 1970 e l e c t i o n s . R a f a e l 
MARTINEZ Gonzalez, a former member of the PRSC Execut i v e 
Committee, t o l d an Embassy o f f i c e r l a s t week t h a t he was 
planning a t r i p to Washington i n the near future to t a l k to 
the Ambassador about h i s p l a n s . Martinez s a i d h i s conversations 
with Garcia-Godoy would be " u n o f f i c i a l " but t h a t the PRSC was 
i n t e r e s t e d i n the Ambassador's f u t u r e . (LOIl) 

5. H a i t i a n s i n the News Again 

The most recent attempt of H a i t i a n e x i l e s to c l a i m p o l i t i c a l 
asylum here (WPR #21, #22) occurred l a t e t h i s week when three 
H a i t i a n n a t i o n a l s -- Augustin LAFLEUR, Dominique ALEXANDER and 
Fauber JOSEPH -- presented themselves a t the Embassy of Mexico, 
where they were r e c e i v e d c o u r t e o u s l y , a l b e i t n o n c o m i t t a l l y , by 
an Embassy f u n c t i o n a r y . As had become the u s u a l procedure, the 
three were e x t e n s i v e l y -- and apparently promptly — interviewed 
by l e f t i s t / n a t i o n a l i s t E l National; they made the u s u a l c l a i m s 
about t h e i r "desperate" s t a t e , s a i d they were being followed by 
the s p i e s of D u v a l i e r , and a l l e g e d regret t h a t "some" GODR 
o f f i c i a l s had been i n f l u e n c e d by the "persecutions of the Ton 
Ton Macoutes". 

I f the H a i t i a n e x i l e s were again making t h e i r by now customary 
statements, not to be outdone was the P r e s i d e n t of the Nat i o n a l 
C o u n c i l of F r o n t i e r s , C a r l o s S A N C H E Z y Sdnchez, who i n commenting 
on the GODR's announced plans f o r a complete census of H a i t i a n 
n a t i o n a l s l i v i n g i n the DR, repeated h i s well-known warnings 
a g a i n s t " b i o l o g i c a l conquest" and " H a i t i a n i z a t i o n " of the country, 
sinchez s t a t e d t h a t the exodus of H a i t i a n s to the DR, combined 
with D u v a l i e r ' s a l l e g e d attempts to cause a r e g r e s s i o n to 
H a i t i ' s "old A f r i c a n c u l t u r e " are transforming H a i t i i n t o a 
"dangerous neighbor". Other members of the C o u n c i l spoke on 
methods to develop and repopulate the DR's f r o n t i e r region, and 
ways to l i m i t H a i t i a n immigration. (LOU) 
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COMMENT: This week's asylum attempt s t i l l does not appear to 
be part of a p o l i t i c a l p l a n , but i s probably another e f f o r t to 
exploit what H a i t i a n s see as a "good t h i n g " - - a way to get out 
of the DR q u i c k l y and cheaply. There appears to be no d e f i n i t e 
p a t t e r n to the e x i l e s ' choice of Embassy or p o l i t i c a l o r i e n t a t i o n ; 
they a r e most l i k e l y a c t i n g from economic desperation, although 
l e f t i s t attempts to e x p l o i t t h e i r d i s c o n t e n t cannot be discounted. 
I n any c a s e , the e x i l e s a r e secure i n the knowledge t h a t t h e i r 
statements concerning persecution by Du v a l i e r agents and 
i n t o l e r a b l e c o n d i t i o n s i n the DR are sure to be sym p a t h e t i c a l l y 
received by the opposition here. (LOU) 

6. La V i c t o r i a Hunger S t r i k e Ends 

The hunger s t r i k e of s e l f - s t y l e d p o l i t i c a l p r i s o n e r s a t La V i c t o r i a 
(and t h e i r r e l a t i v e s i n the o f f i c e s of the Red C r o s s ) f i n a l l y 
ground to an end on August 31, a f t e r 39 days. Spokesmen f o r the 
s t r i k e r s explained to re p o r t e r s of E l National t h a t the hunger 
s t r i k e was no longer "an element of fundamental p r e s s u r e to 
for c e the government t o concede l i b e r t y to p o l i t i c a l prisoners?'. 
They promised however to c a r r y on t h e i r s t r u g g l e with "other 
methods more e f f i c a c i o u s i n the present n a t i o n a l s i t u a t i o n " . 
With thanks to National f o r i t s support and a few p a r t i n g shots 
at P r o c urator General, GOICO Morales, i t was a l l over. 

That i s , almost over. A few days l a t e r p r i s o n e r s a t the San 
Lu i s p r i s o n i n Santiago decided they too might adopt the hunger 
s t r i k e technique to win p u b l i c a t t e n t i o n and support f o r t h e i r 
g r i e v a n c e s , namely b e t t e r medical c a r e f o r p r i s o n e r s . But the 
s t r i k e , provoked by the death of one p r i s o n e r r e p o r t e d l y due to 
medical negligence, met with such unexpected cooperation on the 
par t of j u d i c a l a u t h o r i t i e s t h a t i t was c a l l e d o f f only two days 
l a t e r . Court spokesman Federico Augusto GAKIA-GODOY, while 
maintaining t h a t the s t r i k e was r e a l l y no hunger s t r i k e but 
only a focus of r e b e l l i o n , n e v e r t h e l e s s conceded t h a t the l a c k 
of medical f a c i l i t i e s a t San L u i s was "grave" and promised 
immediate improvement. (UNCLASSIFIED) 
COMMENT; 
I t seems l i k e l y t h a t d e s p i t e the co n c l u s i o n of the La V i c t o r i a 
group, the hunger s t r i k e as a method of pressure and p r o t e s t i s 
a phenomenon which we may expect to see employed with some 
frequency i n the f u t u r e . (LOU) 
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