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Mtmorandum of Conversation 

D A T E : November 28^ 1967 

S U B J E C T : Army Commander Comments on Miscellaneous P o l i t i c a l Top I c s 

P A R T I C I P A N T S : General Dilermando Gomes Monteiro, 
Commander, lOth M i l i t a r y Region 

F r a n c i s R, Campbell, Economic O f f i c e r 

William P. K e l l y , P o l i t i c a l O f f i c e r 

COPIES TO: RIO DE JANEIRO (2) 
BRASILIA 
INR/ARA/BR (2) 
ARA/LA/BR 

Monteiro bio f i l e 
Readi ng f i l e 
USAID/NE 
Peace Corps, Recife 

The conversation took place during a routine courtesy c a l l on 
General Monteiro during a v i s i t to F o r t a l e z a . The general was 
pleasant and frank in h i s comments. 

CEARA S T A T E GOVERNMENT. Monteiro said that the s t a t e government 
had r e c e n t l y gotten over a p o l i t i c a l c r i s i s but stated that the 
problem was not so bad as the press treatment made i t sound. He 
described Governor Placido Castelo as a "big hearted" and simple 
man who allowed himself to get overly involved with the s t a t e ' s 
p o l i t i c a l f a c t i o n s . His c a b i n e t , however, has now been reorganized 
along n o n - p o l i t i c a l l i n e s and the Castelo government has received 
the support of the Army and every other " c l a s s " in Cear& except 
that of the p r o f e s s i o n a l p o l i t i c o s . 

The General 
enthusiasm 

spoke with obvious (and in my opinion e x c e s s i v e ) 
about the economic s i t u a t i o n in Ceara and in Northeastern 

development in g e n e r a l . He said that the Northeast i s on the move 
and the f o r e c a s t for the future i s o p t i m i s t i c . Great progress has 
been made in the region and although economic d i f f i c u l t i e s s t i l l 
e x i s t , they are now being solved. 

a separate conversation the 
It 

previous day. Governor Commen t . In _ ^ 
C astelo t o l d us that h i s cabinet was " n o n - p o l i t i c a l " in the sense 
that the various s e c r e t a r i e s were chosen p r i m a r i l y for t h e i r 

( D r a f l i n g Office a n d Officer) 

POL/uPKelly 
F O R M 1254 
2 - 6 5 
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