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Herman KAHN in 580 Paulo

Summs Herman ¥ahn of the Hudson Institute visited 880 Paulo from
November 11 to 13 and provad beyond doubt that he takes himself far less
seriously than the Paulistas teke him. His visit, under the sponsorship
of the Commarcial Associntion of the State of S&¢ Paulo, was given a
tremendous bulldup in the local press. While most Paulistas took pains
to discredit the preojections of Brazil's future he had made in The Year
2000, newspapers did stress his impressive stature. One headline
asked, "What Does the Fat Man of the Future Think Now About Brazil?"
Another paper cailed him "145 kilos of genlus!

Paulistas had been fust by Kaha's "pessimistic” view of Brazil's future,
and they solzed upen his admission that Bra=il's GNP could be projected
Q/ at 5.5 percent per annwn instead of the 4.5 porcant he had used
i red previously. Kaihn omphasized, hewever, that his study was really &
‘ | ! broad-brush attempt to axpress seme of the general parametars within
) i which davalaprnent could a¢eur. Covernor TODRE nonetheless cnncunced
! that he did not agree with Kahn's conclusions and that he would fly Kahn
t . by helicopter aver 580 Paule te “shew him that we will be 8 great nation
) | even befors the end of the 20th Century.™ That idea failed, not as soms
‘ . suggested because the helicopter could net 1ift 145 kilos of genius, but
! . because Kahn slept through the flight. As Governeor Sodré later told
— | an audience in the interior of the state, Kahn "slept so soundly that he
. wag not able to ses how dynamic and active the people of 580 Paule are.
He may be &  reat futurclogist, but he is a pretty poor observer, ™

| | Comment: Kahn attracts both attdntion and reseatmaent hore not merely
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