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POLITICAL: PRSC Seeks Change i n E l e c t o r a l Process and 
Comments on Peruvian and Panamanian Coups 

BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED 

1- The Revolutionary S o c i a l C h r i s t i a n P a r t y (PRSC), i n a l e t t e r to 
the Junta C e n t r a l E l e c t o r a l ( J C E ) signed by the executive committee, 
has requested a change i n the o r g a n i z a t i o n of the 1970 e l e c t i o n s 
which would schedule the e l e c t i o n of Senators, Deputies, Mayors 
and C i t y Councilman t h r e e months before the e l e c t i o n f o r P r e s i d e n t 
and V i c e P r e s i d e n t of the Republic. 

2. I n i t s l e t t e r to the JCE, the PRSC s a i d i t was making the 
proposal " i n the c o n v i c t i o n t h a t i n t h i s manner we a r e c o n t r i b u t i n g 
(to the democratic p r o c e s s ) so t h a t each community has the oppor­
t u n i t y of expr e s s i n g i t s d e s i r e s and sentiments about l o c a l and 
n a t i o n a l l e a d e r s " . By sep a r a t i n g the e l e c t i o n s , the party claimed 
th a t " i n s t i t u t i o n a l i t y " would be more s t r o n g l y respected by a l l 
and a l i n e drawn a g a i n s t those who might have " c o n t i n u i s t a or 
c a u d i l l e z c a " i d e a s -

3. I n i t s l e t t e r the par t y expressed i t s preoccupation about tl^e 
" n o n - f u l f i l l m e n t of the o b l i g a t i o n s contracted with the people 
by the present Dominican government" and about the recent coups 
i n Peru and Panama. The l e t t e r s a i d t h a t "with astonishment and 
shame the world, e s p e c i a l l y L a t i n Americans, has seen, how i n 
l e s s than two weeks, two governments with l e g a l o r i g i n s i n the 
voluntary d e c i s i o n s of t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e peoples, have f a l l e n l i k e 
houses of cards a t the hands of the b r u t a l and perver s e a c t i o n of 
m i l i t a r y and c i v i l i a n groups ignorant of the r i g h t s of f r e e men']. 

According to the PRSC, these f a c t s and " t h e i r ominous consequences 
|_ c o n s t i t u t e another example of the d i f f i c u l t path our people have to J 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE FOR;3EPT. USE ONLY 
[Vfin nOut 

Clearances: 
POL,;^f;^^^cher:10-3Q-fi8:hok 
POL:JCHaahr 

Exempt from automatic d e c o n t r o l 
Contents and Classification Approved by: 

DCMiFJDevine 



D E C L A S S I F I E D 
A u t h o r i t y i M ^ 4 4 3 t l D O 

LIMITED O F F I C M USE 
Santo Domingo A-
Page 2 

t r a v e l , encountering a t each step the o b s t a c l e of p o l i t i c a l 
unconsciousness, unmerciful egoism, and unconscionable ambition" 
of some p o l i t i c i a n s who "consider themselves t u t o r s of the modern 
world". 

4. The l e t t e r continued th a t the c o n s p i r a c i e s which L a t i n America 
has s u f f e r e d "by the t r a i t o r o u s a c t i o n of c i v i l i a n and m i l i t a r y 
groups from w i t h i n and i m p e r i a l i s t powers from o u t s i d e " have r e s u l t e d 
i n the "proven f r a g i l i t y of our p u b l i c and p r i v a t e i n s t i t u t i o n s " . 
The PRSC s a i d i t had always opposed the d i c t a t o r i a l ambitions, 
whether open or v e i l e d , of the c i v i l i a n or m i l i t a r y minority which 
" r e j e c t s l e g i t i m a c y and respect f o r law and the i n s t i t u t i o n s of 
law". The S o c i a l C h r i s t i a n s s a i d they lamented the f a c t t h a t g o l p i s t a 
a t t i t u d e s were often encouraged by the i n c a p a c i t y of e l e c t e d o f f i c i a l s 
to demonstrate " t h e i r c h a r a c t e r of popular r e p r e s e n t a t i o n " . As an 
example they c i t e d "our parliamentarians who are the product of e l e c t i o n s 
i n which the p r e s i d e n t i a l candidate a t t r a c t s a l l the a t t e n t i o n ; 
many times they (the p a r l i a m e n t a r i a n s ) are e l e c t e d and a t the same 
time not known by the people". END UNCLASSIFIED 

BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Comment: The PRSC i s undoubtedly c o r r e c t i n implying t h a t many 
members of the present Congress were e l e c t e d not on the b a s i s of 
t h e i r own i n d i v i d u a l q u a l i f i c a t i o n s but on the b a s i s of the p u l l i n g 
power of Balaguer or Bosch i n t h e i r d i s t r i c t s i n 1966. The party i s 
probably a l s o c o r r e c t i n i t s judgment t h a t i t would stand a b e t t e r 
chance of winning some Congressional s e a t s and of improving i t s 
e l e c t o r a l p o s i t i o n i n the m u n i c i p a l i t i e s i f these e l e c t i o n s were 
held before the P r e s i d e n t i a l e l e c t i o n . I t seems reasonably c e r t a i n , 
however, tha t the government w i l l oppose the proposed change. I f t h ^ 
Preside n t i s a candidate to succeed h i m s e l f , he would want a m a j o r i t y 
at l e a s t as l a r g e -- l a r g e r i f p o s s i b l e — as he now has i n both 
houses. The same would hold true f o r whoever runs on the PR t i c k e t . 
I t i s a l s o doubtful t h a t the PRD w i l l show any i n t e r e s t i n the PRSC 
suggestion. The i n i t i a t i v e appears to have been an u n i l a t e r a l one, 
taken without p r i o r c o n s u l t a t i o n with other p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s . 

i U x . 
CRIMMINS ^ ^ ^ 
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