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SUBJECT: BALAGUER COMMENTS ON DOMINICAN=-HAITIAN AFFAIRS

~EFt 8D |89¢@

e IN STATE OF NATION ADDRESS TO CONGRESS ON FEBR 27 BALAGUER
REITERATED HIS INEENTION To KEEP FRONTIER WITH HAITI CLOSED TO
AVOID CONTRABAND AND IMPEDE CLANDESTINE TRAFFIC OF PERSpNS AND
GOODS BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIESe ADMITTED THIS MEASURE DID NOT PLEASE
DUVALIER AND NOTABLY INFLUENCED LATTER®*S DECISION PROKI=IT DRSS
CONTRACTING HAITIAN BRACERQS TO CUT DOM SUGAR CANEe HOWEVER,
DECLARED DR'S SOLE INTENTION WAS DEFEND COUNTRY'S INTEREST, AND IN
NO WAY INTENDED INJURE NEIGHBOR®S SENSIBILITY NOR PRODUCE TROUBLES
OF ANY KIND IN HAITI, "COUNTRY WITH WHICH WE MUST MAINTAIN CLOSEST
FRIENDSKIP AND WHICH WE SHOULD CULTIVATE WITH PREFERENCE OVER ALL
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PEOPLES OF INTER-AMERICAN AREA."

2o RALAGUER WENT ON TO SAY ONLY PRORLEM OF IMPORTANCE WHICH

AROSE BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES IN 1967 WAS HAITIAN COMPLAINT THAT
WATFR FILTERS FOR PEDERNALES AQUEDUCT ALLEGEDLY CONSTRUCTED HAITIAN
TERRITORYs BALAGUER SAID PROBLEM REING STUDIED RY FON SECRETARIAT
AND IF WAITI IS RIGHT DUE SATISFACTION WILL R’E GIVEN.
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3¢ COMMENT:?

Ae HAITIAN COMPLAINT OF ALLEGED BOUNDARY VIOLATION CAME TO

LIGHT LAST WEEK WHEN FON SECRETARIAT TOLD PRESS IT WAS CAREFULLY
STUPYING NOTE ON SUBJECT RECEIVED FROM GOH AND SURVEYING EXACT
LOCATIONs ALTHOUGH FONSEC SPOKESMAN EXPRESSED BELIEF THAT HAITIAN
FOMPLLAINT ERRONEQUSLY BASED ON OUTDATED MAP. HEAD OF HUNICIDAL
LEAGUE LIKEWISE PLAYED DOWN ISSUE BY TELLING PRFSS THAT IF STUDY
REVEALED INSTALLATION IN FACT ON HAITIAN TERRITORY WOULN SIMPLY
3E MOVEDSs

3¢ WITH THIS PUBLIC DISCLAIMER OF ANY INTENT INJURE HWITIAN
INTERESTS IN BOUNDARY CLOSING AND LOW=KEY, CONCILIATORY TREATMENT
OF ROUNDARY QUESTION, BALAGUER CLEARLY MAKING GFSTURE TO ASSUAGE
AUVALIER'S INJURED FEELINGS AND AT | EAST TQ AVOID ANY WORSENING
RELATIONS WITH HAITI. HOWEVER IT ALSO CLEAR PRESIDENT REMAINS
FIRM ON HOUNDARY CLOSINGe
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