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INTRODUCTION

1. At the time of the June 1966 presidential election, there
was no doubt that the military establishment as a whole ==

though legally precluded from voting =-- was far more sympathe-
tic to the candidacy of Balaguer than to that of Bosch. With
Balaguer's election and assumption of the Presidency, the
military sector automatically came to be regarded by practi-
cally all observers as one of his major pillars of strength.
Dominican Armed Forces support of President Balaguer and his
administration is, however, principally manifest and to some
extent measurable at the upper ranks of the officer corps.

2. During the 18 months that President Balaguer has now been
in office, the Secretary of State for the Armed Forces, Major
General Enrique Perez y Perez, has given every indication of
complete and unswerving loyalty to the President and to the
cause of constitutional government. In so doing, there is
evidence that he may have gotten out in front of the Armed
Forces as a whole, at least some elements of which are less
fully committed to such concepts as an apolitical military
establishment and subordination of military to civil authority.
To date, however, whatever risk Major General Perez y Perez has
incurred in this regard appears to have been kept within toler=-
able limits. His statements, both public and private, continue
to stress the importance of non-involvement by the military in
political matters and of the overriding duty of the Armed Forces
to support the present constitutional government. It would
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