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‘ RASILIA Biss
SUBJECT: 1966 State and Federal Elections ASILIA, BRAZIL
PLACE: Ric de Jeneirvo State Legislative Assembly, Niteroi

PARTICIPANTS: Deputy Covdelino Ambrésio, President of the Assembly

Lewis W. Bowden, Politicel Officer, American Embassy
Rio de Janeiro

Peter Soimssen, Poelitical Oificer, American BEnbessy
Rio de Janeiro

Paulo Rolo; Political Assistent, American Esbassy
Rio de Janeiwo

1. During a courtesy call by the aforemenitioned Bubassy officials, Deputy
Anbrésio hed the following things of interest %o relate:

2. He nobed that he had once been the Mayor of Retropblis, Director of

the "Caixa Eeonfmica do Bstado do Rio de Janeiro" and Secretary of Public )
Worlks during one of the previous State administrations. He is an ex-PIB
man who has now joined ARENA. 9__
3. Spesking of the functiening of the State Assenbly, Deputy Ambrésio
gaid that it has 62 deputies, %8 of which have joined ARENA and 22 the -
MDB. Two ave still undecided, but he foresees that they will join the -~

oppogition. He does not anticipate any increase in the nmbey of deputies
in the State of Rio in the wext elections. (The mmber of deputies in
the variocus States is fixed by State Comstitubtions, and it is wp to the
State Assaubliss to elter the mmbex).

4, He greatly praised Castelloc Branco's administration. He said that one
of the most cruvclal problems of Brazil before the Revolution was lack of
authority and responsibility, bul that the present Govermment headed by
Castello Branco has restored these principles in the countiy.

5. Concerning the cessatdon of m&ateé, he said thet four depuitics of
the State Ascerbly bad been unseated et the Assaibly’s o initiatlve end
only one deputy, Valdir Mansuw, had been deprived of kis mamdely by the
Pederal Goveroment,

6. Spesking of the coming direct electioms, Ambyésio said thet the deputies
of the State of Rio have been working continuously for their reelection and
that they seem to be enthusiastic sbout their chances. He thinks that their
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electoral cempalgns will be lively omes in which the candidates will have %o
do & lot of canvassing if they waent to be reelected. His opinion about the
majority system ("dictritdo") is that this system would pewmit an election

at the most - four, since this would e more in accordance with Brazilian
political twaditions. He oviticised the old multi.party system, saying that
it hed greatly haymed Brazilian political life, since the parties had been
founded simply on the personsl interests of their menmbers and lacked any
philosophy of theiyr owm.

8. With vespeet to the indirvect elections for Governorship of the State,
the deputy said that several nemes have been brought uwp and that a grouwp
of deputies from ARENA were going %o present his name for Castellc Branco's
consideration.

9, He ended by saying that the State Assembly had awarded post-mortem
hoporary citizenship of the State of Rio to ex-President Jolm Kennedy and
that he would mame a Comission of Deputies to present the sward to the
Enbessy.
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