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Security Chief's Son Denounces Revolution, Is Arrested 

Last week the President of the General Investigations Com-
xnlttee. Marshal Taurine de R&ZMDE NETO, visited Recife, and 
encountered a security problem which he had not anticipated. 
His son, Sergio Gidade REZENDl, is a Professor of Economics at 
the University of Recife and a technical advisor to SUDStlE. 
Disgruntled with the Revolution he typed a memorandum expressing 
his feelings and circulated it to some 26 of his students, tell
ing them to do with it as they liked. At least ten of them 
displayed their love for acadarnic freedom by turning the doOu-
ment into the police, and the chief of the Investigations Com
mittee at S U D M E (appointed by the Marshal) requested the M i l i 
tary Justice Tribunal to place Sergio in "preventive custody," 

The Document, as it is titled, calls on the students aS 
thinking people to assume the task of preventing society frqm 
being de-humanized by Uie imposition of thought control. It 
accuses the Revolution of imposing a dictatorship and suppress
ing freedom of thought after the manner of the European dictat
o r s , and also incorporates the nationalist bias of the previous 
regime. 

Marshal Rezende has jumped to the verbal defense of hie 
son, but insists that he will not seek to interfere in the base. 
He told the press: 

", , , m y son is neither corrupt nor a Communist, 
He is an idealist as I am myself. He is an honorable man 
in every sense of the word," 

Decontrol after 10 years, 
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At last report, he has also offered his resignation. 

Comment8 Revolutions, they say, eat their own children, as 
the worthy investigator is finding to his sorrow. It seems probable, 
tt^ough, that despite his father's promise of non-intervention young 
Sergio's daring will not be too heavily punished. 

More important, however, is the fact that this is the first open 
attack on the Revolution to reach public notice in the Northeast, 
though it reflects views which are widespread among student and 
intellectual circles. 

The Document, bitter and satirical in tone, gives the strong im
pression of being an Impulsive production, a declaration of conscience, 
written at one sitting and not revised. However vehemently it attacks 
the regime, however, it does not appear to call on students to take 
any illegal action. 

For the Minister Consul General: 

Richard A, Godfrey 
Deputy Principal Officer 

Enclosures: 

1, Exoerpta from the Sergio 
Rezende Document, 

2. Thermofax of Document 
(Rio and Dept. o n l y ) . 
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Unofficial Consulate General Translation 

Excerpts from Document Circulated 
by S e r ^ o Gidade R e z e n d e , July I961j. 

(About the first third, concerning Idie duties of leadership 
of students, has been omitted as less relevant than the rest.) 

• • • • • • • 
We find ourselves at the present time faced with a situation 

which constitutes an affront to the dignity of m a n . A minority 
group counting on the support of the most retrograde forces of 
society has deposed the President of the Republic, eliminated from 
public life various deputies and oouncilmen, and established a 
dictatorship. As a logical consequence of the process of taking 
power, it violates culture, preventing from speaking those who try 
to oppose with words the acts and attitudes which express the primi-
tlvism and elementary nature of the political ideas it wishes to 
impose on u s . It has yanked from its path the most brilliant in
tellectuals of the country, eliminated liberty of thought in order 
to feed its domination, so as to avoid a confrontation with ideas 
which would •merge, without a shadow of a doubt, victorious, thanks 
to the fragility of those which they defend. They have taken away 
the political rights of Celso Purtado, of Joaue de Gastroj they 
have arrested the writer Otto Lara de Rezende, the painter Djanira, 
the Director of the Oswaldo Cruz Institute; they have invaded 
TJaiversities and fired professors. Art, Culture, Science, must 
all now obey the directives of the givers of truth. Certainly this 
truth does not come only from the Brazilian "revolutionjaries;" 
contributions to it have already been made by Franco, Salazar, and 
Stalin, although now in our country it has succeeded in attaining 
a rather h i ^ level. In Germany the hysterical fear of Communism 
generated the Nazism of Hitler, a figure without equal as regards 
eontributions to the implanting of the best criteria for judging 
the truth. Other dictators, or rather, other philosophers of ab
solute truth (the Russian Tsars, C h i m g Kai-Shek, Batista), less 
important, certainly, than the outstanding group composed of the 
names listed above, have made possible, with consequences which we 
all know, now contributions to the true conception of truth. The 
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"virus** known soisntifioally by th© name of "truth", covers the 
country from north to south, attacking all without discrimination. 
The effect of its action can bo noted in the human being by the 
transforations which it causes in the physical and mental external 
eharaeteristics of m a n . These may be mistaken in their © x t e m » l 
aspects with the characteristics and attitudes of "simians", more 
specifically of "gorillas." Severtheleas It must be noted that 
many resist the "virus", do not accept the changes caused by i t , 
struggle against and combat it. They do not wish to let disappear, 
in the face of the world, the idea that a people was beginning to 
burst forth in its dignity, and then was rebelling against the 
forced dependence imposed by countries which required its blood to 
survive; they do not want to permit the interruption of the march 
which was starting on the road to political and economic independ
ence; they do not want to see liberty of thinking freely disappear 
into th© hands of th© cultivators of obscurantiaa. To you stud«its 
falls a responsibility, a part of the decision of tii© destinies of 
society, and because of this you must choose between "gorilla-
izing" yourselves or r ^ a i n i n g human beings. On you is incumbent 
the honor of defending dwuocraoy and liberty," 

/signed/ Sergio G, de Rezende 

Notes Students of the previous Brazilian regime will recall that 
the word "gorilla", with a general slang sense of a military coup 
d'etat leader, was specifically used by the left as an epithet 
against Carlos Laeerda, who was chosen by the leftist National 
Students Union as "Gorilla of 1963.'* 
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