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UCN President Reports D i f f i c u l t i e s i n Obtaining E l e c t o r a l 
Recognition 

Transmitted herewith i s a memorandum re p o r t i n g a conversation 
between Dr. Abel Fernandez Simo, Acting P r e s i d e n t of the Unidn 
C l v i c a Nacional (UCN), and Consul Lewis K e r t , i n Santiago de 
lo s C a b a l l e r o s . 

The t h r u s t of Dr. Fernahdez' remarks was that he i s worried t h a t 
the UCN's request f o r rec o g n i t i o n by the C e n t r a l E l e c t o r a l Board 
(JCE) may not be approved to permit the party's p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
i n the May 1 5 municipal e l e c t i o n s . He a l l e g e s that strong 
r e s i s t a n c e to r e c o g n i t i o n of the UCN e x i s t s i n the Presidency, 
i n the JCE, and i n the JCE's i n s p e c t i o n group. Dr. Fernandez, an 
opponent of an e l e c t o r a l a l l i a n c e with the W e s s i n i s t a PQD, i s 
obviously concerned l e s t an unrecognized UCN d i s i n t e g r a t e i n the 
f a c e of a PQD campaign. 
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Memorandum of Conversation 

January 30, 1968 

P a r t i c i p a n t s : Dr. Abel Femcindez Sim6, P r e s i d e n t , Unidn C l v i c a Nacional 
Lewis K e r t , Consul, Santiago de l o s Ca b a l l e r o s 

P l a c e : Home of Dr. Femcindez, San F r a n c i s c o de Macoris 

S u b j e c t : U.C.N. Problems with the Junta C e n t r a l E l e c t o r a l 

Kert c a l l e d on Dr. Femcindez a t h i s home i n San F r a n c i s c o to d i s c u s s 
c u r r e n t developments i n the U.CN. 

Dr. Fernandez was preoccupied with the question of the par t y ' s 
r e c o g n i t i o n by the Junta C e n t r a l E l e c t o r a l . He claimed t h a t strong 
r e s i s t a n c e to t h i s r e c o g n i t i o n e x i s t s a t three l e v e l s : 

1 . The Presidency. Fernandez claims t h a t P r e s i d e n t Balaguer does 
not want the U.C.N, recognized (Femcindez was evasive i n response to 
the question of why the Pr e s i d e n t does not want the par t y c e r t i f i e d ) , 
and consequently has denied funds to the Junta so that they are unable 
to pay I n s p e c t o r ' s per diem, or provide them t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 

2. The Junta i t s e l f . FemSndez says t h a t Junta member Joaquin C a s t i l l o 
i s " T r u j i l l i s t a from the t i p of h i s toes to the top of h i s head", 
i n d i c a t i n g t h a t i n i t s e l f t h i s i s s u f f i c i e n t reason f o r him to be 
v i o l e n t l y a n t i - c l y i c o . Also c h a r a c t e r i z e d as opposed to U.C.N, 
rec o g n i t i o n were L i e Danilo Santana, l e g a l a d v i s o r to the Junta, and 
Sr. Adams, S e c r e t a r y of the J.C.E. 

3. The I n s p e c t o r s of the J.C.E. These worthies, charged with spot 
v e r i f i c a t i o n of the names submitted by the party as members, demand--
according to Dr. F e r n a n d e z — b r i b e s to pursue t h e i r t a s k . Fernandez 
lamented the par t y ' s l a c k of funds, and i n d i c a t e d a d i s p o s i t i o n to 
pay bribes i f the money was a t hand. ( I n t h i s connection, he s a i d 
the party had promises from " c e r t a i n s e c t o r s " of s u b s t a n t i a l campaign 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s i f the U.CN. i s recognized.) 

Femcindez provided copies (see attached) of two recent l e t t e r s he 
had sent to the J.C.E. d e l i n e a t i n g some of the complaints above, and 
requesting f a i r and expeditious r e s o l u t i o n of the party's request f o r 
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c e r t i f i c a t i o n . He s a i d the 83,000 names submitted (only 40,300 were 
requ i r e d ) were new i n s c r i p t i o n s — b o n a f i d e and a c c u r a t e , a l l o w i n g f o r 
a small margin of human e r r o r i n recording. 

I n l i g h t of rumors of a U.CN-P.Q.D. a l l i a n c e (see F e r c h - C a s t i l l o 
Memcon dated January 24, 1968),an attempt was made to s o l i c i t 
Dr. FemSndez' views, with poor r e s u l t s . He r e i t e r a t e d the 
n e c e s s i t y of J.C.E. r e c o g n i t i o n , and s a i d without i t the party would 
not be i n a p o s i t i o n to make a l l i a n c e s ; i f rec o g n i t i o n i s not made 
p r i o r to February 16, the par t y w i l l "place i t s supporters a t l i b e r t y -
to vote as they see f i t . " With r e c o g n i t i o n , a l l i a n c e s are p o s s i b l e : 
With the P.Q.D. i n some l o c a t i o n s ; with Independent p a r t i e s i n 
Santiago (Movimiento Independiente C o n c i l i a t o r i o of Oscar E s t r e l l a 
Sahdala) and i n La Vega. 

Fernandez, i n a f i n a l comment on the P.Q.D., s a i d they planned, i f 
Balaguer d i d not permit Wessin's entry "soon", to make Wessin a 
candidate f o r o f f i c e i n the National D i s t r i c t to fo r c e the Pr e s i d e n t ' s 
hand. 

Comment: Dr. Fernandez, whether because of ideology or personal 
ambition, i s single-minded i n h i s d e s i r e to maintain the U.CN. as a 
p o l i t i c a l e n t i t y . Without J.C.E. r e c o g n i t i o n of the pa r t y , he i s 
apparently disposed to throw i n the towel. I n any c a s e , f o r him, 
an a l l i a n c e with the P.Q.D. i s n e i t h e r p r o f i t a b l e nor d e s i r a b l e . 
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