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In contpliance with the request contained in the Depart me at'* 

€t>erati<ms Memorandnm ot^er reference, the Consulate General is forwarding 

herewith copies of the subjkct Operations itmniMraiiduit* oo. 

1m the Interest of improviE^ msrale at the pest the CcNSSulafe 

General will appreciate the bei»rtaent*s proiapt and fav^ahle consideration 

of its recpest. 

encls as stated* 
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O P E R A T I O N S M E M O R A N D U M 

UWOUSSIPIEP C O P Y 

T O AaKflihassy, Rio de Janeiro D A T E : August 2 2 , 1962 

F R O M : AMCofJQea, Rl^ifft 

S U B J E C T : l^cSOMll^t ReclsssifIcatioa of Post for H a r d ^ p Differeatial 

The adbassy detailed a Personnel Assistant to perform the groundwork 
on the reclassifleation of the American Consulate General, Recife, for the 
pmrpose of determining ttw ai>plical»ility of n O a r y differ^tial based om 
eaviroonental conditions other than cost ot living. 

The CiMUulate General wishes to provide the follQ^iag informatioa ia 
order to complement the aabassy findings and to facilitate completion of 
form DSP-36 by the aibasay. 

Isolation: 

Recife is isolated. Personnel stationed here, especially those lacking 
a good comnmad of the Portuguese language, feel that timy are completely cut 
off from the rest of the world. Available Rng1ish-language publications are 
limited to week-old issues of TIMB and infrequently-appearing editions of 
the Brazil Herald. Local news media give scant attention to develtjnwats 
outside <^ Recife and Brasilia, 

For a change of scenery and relief from the climate which is oppressive 
eight moati^ of I^m, there is no place to go without taking a m m a l leave 
and spending hundreds of dollars. Climatic relief can be obtained at the town 
of Garanhuns, but Caranhuns offers only the climatic advantage; for recrea-
ti^sial facilities it has only a iMur, 

RecreatiwuUL and BntertaiiuBent; 

F«r most families, public recreaticmal and entertai^wnt facilities 
are limited to the beach, Recife has no first-rate movica, only four 
satisfactory restaurants, no night clubs, and mly an occasional ballet or 
amsical perfonmince. Cltdi entertainaent consists almost solely of di^msr-
dSBces, 

R E F 

iBeuaing/ 
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The housiag situatiim is a critical one. Houses are increasingly sore 
difficult to find becssSN; oi the short supply and the increasisf dSnaad cr^ited 
by the large influx of p^somiel into the area. What is left is often aediocre 
hoosing in uiidcsirid>le districts. Most personnuel who hai^ located bousing are os 
unpaved streets which during the rainy aeasoa (April to October) are flooded and 
n w u M y due to the lack of a drainage system. 

Coemnicat ions 4 u i d transport at i<m: 

Recife lades an adequate communicaticHis system. The telephoiM syst«s is so 
poor ia quality and the telcpheoea so few in m a b e r (only two <}.d. officiala ia 
Recife have personal telsidioaes) that communicat ion by telephone is simply not 
possible. A new telefd30E»3 system is about to be installed, tot the prohibitive 
price of subscription (api»riffiKii!M.tely Cr$150.(>X),iJ0) will contiatte to keep 
telephi»te8 out <^ American tones, llaits, to cooauaicste in Recife, even on tihe most 
routine matters, one must make a pera<mal visit at a great expense of tisM. In a 
medical emergency toqaixia^ the services of a physician, the lack of am adequate 
teleidtone system is not only an iixfonveaience and a haziurd but a potential danger. 

The absence of a safe iwblic transport at ioh systmn - Recife buses and trucks 
are notorious for their mechanical defects - only compounds ceonunication diffi­
culties in Recife, 

Bducation: 

£dttcation is a very grave problem for personnel assigned to Recife, (The 
American School of Recife (grades 1 through $ only) is staffed by will-meMili^ 
housewives who lack professional training and experience, it is inadequately 
equipped, and the rented house in which it is located is much too small, to high 
school facilities exist,) The incrensi^ maibec of American families who would 
like to have their children receive an American education are faced with the 
unpleasant alternatives of separation fttm. their children, the use of extensiom 
(correspondeiKe) courses, idUch naturally provide n o i M of the comimnionship or 
the competitive spirit which is so iapwtant in the formative years of a child, 
or a mediocre education at a make<-do schoolg This situation has been the cause 
of several resignations and refusals of assignment to the post by employees. 
This deprives the service of the benefit of the employee*8 experience and 
qualificationa• 

Sanitation and Healtii Coatrolst 

Recife is noted for the epidemic and endemic diseases prevailing within 
its confines, and for the inadequacy of its nmdieal facilities. To a large extent. 
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ttie diseases are the result ot a lack el a proper aes»£e system and water drainaire 
system and to the ahseoee of a regular food inspectioa program. 

Mmt Americans here suffer from recurrent dlarrlunk toich is pr<^biy the 
result of intestinal infections caused by unsanitary food. Many children are 
treated regularly for stomach wocma. Malaria is widespread in ti e Recife area, 
atrl w i t M n the last ymx and a half fimr Asmricaiui to&ee contracted mlaria (The 
last case, the only osie to involve a tl.S. Government employee's d e p ^ d e a t , was 
diagnotod and treated for the first f<mtr days as a common cold). At least two 
AmericsMi have been treated for rabies within the past six months, and at least 
four within the past four years. (The American boy suffering from what was 
diagnosed as probable rabies died while being evacuated to Puerto Rico.) Other 
diseases toich are prevalent widely e«>ogh in Recife to have a peychological 
effect on Americans are filariosia (elei^ntiasis), tuberculosis, and infecticsis 
hepatitis. 

The inroblem of ifldMlmiuate medical facilities and incompetent medical 
assistance here is serious and continuing. The several hospitals that are 
satisfactory for most minor illnesses are too poorly equipped and staffed to 
provide safe treatment of major medical problems. Within the past three months, 
two Americans - the boy mentioned earlier and an Air force sergeant who had been 
shot ia the lung - were evacuated to Puerto Rico in d e s ^ a t e attempts to save 
their lives. (In the first case, the attempt failed, possibly because it ta<dc 
over two hours for the at^latwe service to act on the physician's request to 
pick t\p the hoy iranedlately). 

hcsae local doctors are competent, some are nott as a class they Iwve not 
earned the confidence of the American cosmonity. The most common failing of 
physicians here in the eyes of lay Amricaas is in the field of diagaesis. 
Another is in the heavy over-use of antibiotics - this is so cmmoa that some 
Amerieaisi have adopted the local inractice of prescribii^ for themselves in the 
belief that they know w h i ^ antibiotic their doctor prefers. 

Trained nurses are la under-supply in Recife, toay girls who work as 
nurses in local hospitals are smpected not to have underg<»e amy serious 
professional training. Because of this, a patient committed to a local hospital 
is generally required to bring along a member of the family if he wishes to have 
reasonable care and attention. 

In view ol tim peox facilities described above it is not unusual far 
Americans to travel to Rio de Janeiro, Sao Raulo, Paaa«» or the United States 
for treatment. 

The above are some ot the tryiai conditions which affect morale at the 
post because of isolation and difficult living conditions. As a basis for 
conpariscm, Brasilia is classified a 15% differential post. Recife is 

certainly/ 
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Tiie Catoula te General w i l l appreciate the lehassy*® prci^t a c t i on m a 
Mttter of paraaMAt iaportaMse to the successful operation of this past. 

/bin. 
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