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Balaguer and P o l i t i c a l P a r t i e s Comment on 
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n 
1 . Interviewed by the press on November 3 , P r e s i d e n t Balaguer 
d e c l i n e d to comment concerning the continuing e f f o r t s of ex-
General E l l a s WESSIN y Wessin to r e t u r n to the DR. I n a 
"democratic regime such as t h a t which now e x i s t s , " Balaguer 
noted, " a l l Dominicans have a r i g h t t o form p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s 
and p a r t i c i p a t e i n the forthcoming e l e c t i o n s , " T h i s statement 
was i n t e r p r e t e d — a n d h e a d l i n e d — b y L i s t l n D i ^ r i o as evidence 
t h a t Balaguer would accept a Wessin r o l e i n the 1968 municipal 
e l e c t i o n s . 

2. S o c i a l C h r i s t i a n P r e s i d e n t Caonabo J a v i e r C. q u i c k l y 
expressed strong disagreement with P r e s i d e n t Balaguer. Wessin 
i s an "incompetent", J a v i e r charged, whose knowledge of 
m i l i t a r y matters i n no way q u a l i f i e s him to p a r t i c i p a t e i n 
p o l i t i c s . B e s i d e s , he added, the Dominican people have demon­
s t r a t e d a d e s i r e f o r peace, and "Wessin r e p r e s e n t s everything 
contrary to t h i s f e l t need f o r peace." R e i t e r a t i n g previous 
S o c i a l C h r i s t i a n statements t h a t every Dominican has a r i g h t 
to l i v e i n h i s country, J a v i e r lamented the nation's " p o l i t i c a l 
t r a d i t i o n " of making a martyr of any " s i m p l e t o n " ( i . e . Wessin), 
s o l e l y by keeping him i n e x i l e and providing him a "halo of 
laughable martyrdom." I f Wessin wishes to be a p o l i t i c i a n , 
l e t him d a i l y demonstrate to the people h i s p o l i t i c a l c a p a c i t y 
and p a t r i o t i c a t t i t u d e , J a v i e r suggested. As f o r the PQD, he 
compared i t with a "bdloon, which with the s l i g h t e s t p i n p r i c k , 
d i s i n f l a t e s . " The e n t i r e movement i s a "momentary pass i o n of 
i n d i v i d u a l s ( i n c l u d i n g a number of Reformistas) who b e l i e v e they 
see some p o l i t i c a l f u t u r e i n Wessin," J a v i e r concluded. 
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3. The communist Movimiento Popular Dominicano (MPD) a l s o 
had s e v e r a l comments to make. On October 31, L i s t I n published 
an MPD denunciation t h a t the o b j e c t i v e of the PQD i s to over­
throw the GODR. Then, on November 5, E l Nacional c a r r i e d a 

I f u r t h e r MPD statement, a l l e g i n g t h a t the US i s working openly 
' f o r the m i l i t a r i z a t i o n of L a t i n America, with an eye on fut u r e 
m i l i t a r y c l a s h e s i n the Far E a s t . Thus, according to the MPD,]' 
the US i s planning to rep l a c e Balaguer with Wessin, i n order 
to more e a s i l y reach agreement on the sending of Dominican 
troops to f i g h t i n V i e t Nam. 
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