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S U B J E C T : Army M i n i s t e r Again Urges M i l i t a r y U n i t y 
R E F 

r ~ i M i l i t a r y U n i t y S t r essed 

During the December 13 Navy Day commemoration ceremonies, 
Army M i n i s t e r Orlando GEISEL i n h i s p u b l i c address once again 
s t r e s s e d t he n e c e s s i t y f o r t h e u n i t y o f t h e Armed Forces and 
c a u t i o n e d a g a i n s t t h e m i l i t a r y ' s b e i n g e n t i c e d i n t o i n v o l v e 
ment i n the p o l i t i c a l arena. I n c o n g r a t u l a t i n g h i s Navy 
c o u n t e r p a r t , A d m i r a l A d a l b e r t o de BARROS NUNES^the Army 
M i n i s t e r s t a t e d t h a t h i s presence and t h a t o f / A i r M i n i s t e r , 
B r i g a d i e r J o e l m i r Campos de ARARIPE MACEDO, symbolized the 
camaraderie o f men i n u n i f o r m . -

A f t e r p o i n t i n g t o t h e s a c r i f i c e s which m i l i t a r y men made t o 
ensure the " s e c u r i t y and t r a n q u i l i t y " o f 100 m i l l i o n B r a z i l i a n s , 
M i n i s t e r G e i s e l noted t h a t t h e m i l i t a r y c h i e f t a i n s were never
t h e l e s s w e l l compensated by t h e i r " l o v e o f c o u n t r y " and t h e i r 
" d e d i c a t i o n t o the common w e l f a r e o f t h e p e o p l e . " He s a i d t h a t 
i n d i v i d u a l disagreements w i t h i n t h e m i l i t a r y a f t e r t h e 1964 
R e v o l u t i o n had been e l i m i n a t e d and t h a t t he Armed Forces as a 
blo c s u p p o r t e d the subsequent r e v o l u t i o n a r y governments, i n 
c l u d i n g d u r i n g moments o f c r i s e s . The M i n i s t e r u n d e r l i n e d t h a t 
t h e m i l i t a r y was "immune t o c r i t i c i s m o f past achievements and 
deaf t o t h e o r e t i c a l s o l u t i o n s , " and b e n e f i t t i n g along w i t h t he 
B r a z i l i a n people from t h e peace and p r o g r e s s , would remain 
v i g i l a n t a g a i n s t t e r r o r i s m and s u b v e r s i o n t o n i p e i t h e r i n the 
bud i f t h e y should appear. 
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Prepared f o r New Roles 

M i n i s t e r G e i s e l s t r e s s e d t h a t t h e m i l i t a r y l e a d e r s were l o o k i n g 
t o prepare the i n s t i t u t i o n o f th e Armed Forces f o r the new 
commitments which w i l l be l e v i e d upon i t . D o m e s t i c a l l y , he 
s a i d , t h e m i l i t a r y i s f u l l y engaged i n the c o n t i n u i n g process 
o f u p g r a d i n g i t s p r o f e s s i o n a l competence w i t h o u t p e r m i t t i n g i t 
s e l f t o become i n v o l v e d i n the p o l i t i c a l scene. Thus, m i l i t a r y 
l e a d e r s remain serene a w a i t i n g d i r e c t i o n from t h e Supreme Com
mander ( i . e . , P r e s i d e n t MEDICI) f o r t h e coming year. 

Accompanying the r a p i d l y changing i n t e r n a t i o n a l scene, t he 
M i n i s t e r mentioned the r o l e o f the m i l i t a r y as being i n tandem 
w i t h the n a t i o n ' s f o r e i g n r e l a t i o n s . He the n noted t h a t the A i r 
Force i s e s t a b l i s h i n g a t r a f f i c c o n t r o l system t o respond t o the 
growing needs o f B r a z i l i a n a i r p o r t s . For i t s p a r t , t h e Navy i s 
a l e r t t o the s t r a t e g i c importance o f th e growing t r a d e and 
c u l t u r a l r o u t e s across the A t l a n t i c t o A f r i c a n n a t i o n s . 

Naval M o d e r n i z a t i o n 

I n t h i s r e g a r d , the M i n i s t e r devoted a separate passage i n h i s 
remarks t o the m o d e r n i z a t i o n program o f th e Navy. C i t i n g 
B r a z i l ' s e x t e n s i v e m a r i t i m e f r o n t i e r s , he p o i n t e d t o the d i f 
f i c u l t y i n m a i n t a i n i n g t h e r e a d i n e s s o f the Navy t o cope w i t h 
t he n a t i o n ' s ever growing needs f o r m a r i t i m e s u r v e i l l a n c e and 
p r o t e c t i o n . N e v e r t h e l e s s , he c o n t i n u e d , B r a z i l i a n s were proud 
o f t h e r e s u l t s o f m o d e r n i z a t i o n which t h r o u g h t h e s c r u p u l o u s ap
p l i c a t i o n o f p u b l i c funds and a c o n s t a n t r e - e x a m i n a t i o n o f 
p r i o r i t i e s l e d t o B r a z i l ' s independence i n the c h o i c e o f m i l i t a r y 
hardware as w e l l as i n the s e l e c t i o n o f s u p p l i e r s . The program 
a l s o gave c a r e f u l c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o s t i m u l a t i n g t e c h n o l o g y w i t h i n 
B r a z i l as w e l l as employing t h e n a t i o n a l l a b o r f o r c e i n t h e con
s t r u c t i o n o f wa r s h i p s . 

A l t h o u g h low key i n to n e , M i n i s t e r G e i s e l ' s speech r e i t e r a t e d 
once a g a i n the thought predominant i n t h e minds o f many concerned 
w i t h t h e M e d i c i succession q u e s t i o n - - t h e need f o r m i l i t a r y co
he s i o n . While s t r e s s i n g the theme o f u n i t y , t h e M i n i s t e r 
c a u t i o n e d h i s c o l l e a g u e s i n u n i f o r m a g a i n s t i n d i v i d u a l p o l i t i c a l 
a s p i r a t i o n s or a c t i v i t i e s by s t e r n l y a p p r i s i n g them o f t h e neces
s i t y t o await P r e s i d e n t M e d i c i ' s i n i t i a t i v e i n th e coming year. 
To many o b s e r v e r s , the speech p o i n t s t o th e f a c t t h a t , o c c a s i o n a l 
rumors t o the c o n t r a r y , the P r e s i d e n t and h i s Army M i n i s t e r are 
s t i l l c l o s e l y a l l i e d and a breach between them appears u n l i k e l y 
a t t h i s s tage. 
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