
June 20, 1972 

Mr. Arlen Specter 
D i s t r i c t Attorney 
666 C i t y H a l l 
P h i l a d e l p h i a , Pa. 19107 

Sub j e c t : L t . Alexandre deMoraes Saldanho Marinho 

Dear Mr. Specter: 

You w i l l r e c a l l the correspondence between your 
o f f i c e and the Department of S t a t e i n connection with 
the e f f o r t s of your o f f i c e to have L t . Alexandre deMorae 
Saldanho Marinho prosecuted i n B r a z i l f o r murder as a 
r e s u l t of h i s a l l e g e d involvement i n the death of 
Marie Sapp i n P h i l a d e l p h i a on August 21, 1968. 

The Department has r e c e n t l y been n o t i f i e d t h a t 
the B r a z i l i a n F e d e r a l Supreme Court on June 2 confirmed 
a decree of preventive a r r e s t i s s u e d by the Guanabara 
S t a t e Appellate Court a g a i n s t Saldanho Marinho. The 
Guanabara C i v i l P u b l i c Prosecutor i n charge of the 
case, Dr. L u i z Brandao G a t t i , i n d i c t e d Saldanho Marinho 
on May 31, 1971 and requested h i s preventive a r r e s t a t 
t h a t time. The judge had denied the request for 
preventive a r r e s t on the grounds t h a t there was no 
need for i t as the accused was a m i l i t a r y o f f i c e r with 
a c l e a n record. The prosecutor appealed the judge's 
d e c i s i o n to the Guanabara S t a t e Appellate Court. That 
Court decreed Saldanho Marinho's preventive a r r e s t on 
February 2, 1072. An a r r e s t warrant was i s s u e d on 
February 21, 1972 and Saldanho Marinho has r e p o r t e d l y 
been i n a s p e c i a l m i l i t a r y p r i s o n s i n c e t h a t date. 

Tha American Consulate a t Rio de J a n e i r o w i l l 
continue to follow the developments i n t n i s case and 
w i l l r e p o r t them to the Department of S t a t e . Tne 
Consulate Has i n d i c a t e d t h a t a d e c i s i o n by the court 
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of f i r s t i n s t a n c e i s not expected before sometime 
during the f i r s t h a l f of 1973. We s h a l l , of course, 
keep you informed as f u r t h e r developments are reported 
to us. 

S i n c e r e l y yours, 

K. E. Malmborg 
A s s i s t a n t L e g a l Adviser f o r 
Management and Consular A f f a i r s 
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