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SUBJECTt BRAZIL - FOREIGN MILITARY SALES: (FMS)

s THE MINISTER OF AIR DURING HIS MEETING WITH GENERAL
MATHER AND GENERAL' SEITZ IN BRASILIA ON 16 MARCH DIS-

SSEQ THE PURCHASE OF 42 HELICOPTERS AND INDICATED THAT
HE WOULD LIKE TO USE THE $15 MILLION FMS CREDIT LINE
FORMERLY ALLOCATED FOR' SHIP CONSTRUCTION FOR THAT PURPOSEe®
THE AIR MINISTER EXPLAINED THAT THE HELICOPTERS WERE
PRINCIPALLY FOR SUPPORT OF THE BRAZILIAN ARMY IN ITS
INTERNAL SECURITY MISSION AND THAT THE PROCUREMENT AND
THE POSSIBLE USE OF THE FMS CREDIT LINE HAD BEEN FULLY
DISCUSSED AND CONCURRED IN BY THE ARMY MINISTER AND HIS
CHIEF OF STAFFe WE HAVE INDEPENDENTLY VERIFIED ARMY
CONCURRENCE WITH ARMY CHIEF' OF STAFF MURICY.

2c THE AIR MINISTER WAS' ADVISED THAT THEI FORMAL' IMPLE=

MENTING STEP IN THE USE OFi FMS FUNDS WAS A FIRM REQUEST
\ THROUGH DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS AND THAT GENERAL: MATHER, IN

PRINCIPLEs SUPPORTED SUCH USE BY BRAZIL OF THE FMS CREDIT
LINE&

3¢ ] HAVE ALREADY INDICATED MY STRONG SUPPORT OF THE USE
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EDIT LINE FOR APPROFRIA ENT{FOR THE

RMYe THIS DEVELOPMENT IT POSSIBLE
EET BOTH AN ARMY AND AIR FO REQUIREMENT WITH
NDSe I BELIEVEW AS DO THE U WCOM AND MILGPR
THAT 'THE AIR MINISTER'S REQUEST? CONSISTING
NATED ARMY AND AIR FORCE REQUIREMENT:; SHOULD

FAVORABLE AND EXPEDITIOUS CONSIDERATIONG

LD BE VOTED THAT THIS REQUEST COULD BE CONs
THE BR ZILTIANS ’O BE IN THE NATURE OF A SHOWs
UeSe FNf-bNS REGARDING THE BRAZILIAN ARMED
1;w:m* NEEDS AND RELATIONSHIPS WYITH THE UsSc

* RESPONSE COULD DO MUCH TO MODIFY PRESENT

5 IRRITATIONS WITH UoSes AND AT THE SAME TIME

_a ARMY; WHOSE GENERALLY PRO<U.S¢ ATTITUDES ARE

INNING TO REFLECT DOUBTS AS TO U«Se INTEREST




