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Amembassy RIO DE JANEIRO D A T E : November 5 , I960 

Hopeful Signs f o r B i r t h C o n t r o l Advocates 

Ric's A-1092 >oc /3-3 

r 1 . The recent v i s i t o f World Bank President McNamara t o B r a z i l f o l l o w i n g 
h i s Buenos Aires speech gave a strong boost t o the cause of po p u l a t i o n 
c o n t r o l . Although he d i d not p u b l i c l y address h i m s e l f t o the issue w h i l e 
i n B r a z i l , h i s p r i o r pronouncements received wide p u b l i c i t y and d i d not 
prevent him from being e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y received, e s p e c i a l l y i n the North­
east. 

W i t h i n the context of t h i s airgram, the most notable f a l l - o u t from the 
McNamara w h i r l w i n d was the strong e d i t o r i a l support o f the p r e s t i g i o u s 
Estado de Sao Paulo. I t s lead e d i t o r i a l o f October 2 6 , e n t i t l e d "The 
Demographic Explosion and Mr, McNamara," spoke o f "our s t r i c t o b l i g a t i o n 
t o s o l i c i t the a t t e n t i o n o f o u r readers...to the de c i s i v e importance t h a t 
(economic questions) have acejuired f o r a l l people and most p a r t i c u l a r l y 
f o r those s t i l l i n the phase o f underdevelopment" as the reason f o r a t ­
ta c h i n g so much importance to McNamara's speech. Continuing t o emphasize 
the economic aspects o f the po p u l a t i o n c o n t r o l i s s u e , the e d i t o r i a l by 
and l a r g e side-stepped the r e l i g i o u s aspects o f the issue: "...the most 
d e l i c a t e s i t u a t i o n o f o o u n t r i e s , l i k e ours, whose populations grow exces­
s i v e l y c r e a t i n g f o r themselves the r i s k o f being subjugated by i n s o l u b l e , 
p o s i t i v e l y c a t a s t r o p h i c problems... The IBRD cannot remaJn i n d i f f e r e n t ' 
t o 'the wave of c h i l d r e n which drowns the educational systems, l i t e r a l l y 
consumes the margin o f savings, and inundates the l a b o r market.' The 
ex-advisor o f President Johnson i s wholly r i g h t when he says 1 t h a t 'there 
i s no power on e a r t h t h a t can guarantee economic progress w i t h a speed 
capable of a l l o w i n g a l l those c h i l d r e n t o grow h e a l t h y , w i t h good educa­
t i o n and able t o occupy the place t o which they have a r i g h t i n a compet­
i t i v e world.' This i s r e a l i t y . I t woula be c h i l d i s h t o t r y t o combat 
the i r r e f u t a b l e words o f Mr. McNamara w i t h i d e o l o g i c a l arguments," 
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Such consideration as the e d i t o r i a l gave t o r e l i g i o u s o b j e c t i o n s was 
remarkable: "Unhappily t h i s i s not a problem whose s o l u t i o n depends 
only on s c i e n t i s t s and governments. To have an idea o f the extreme d i f ­
f i c u l t y inherent i n the adoption of a world p o l i c y on b i r t h s , i t i s s u f f i ­
c i e n t t o note t h a t a l l the warnings and suggestions of economists and 
demographers were v i o l e n t l y c o n t r a d i c t e d a few months ago by the Papal 
E n c y c l i c a l Humanae V i t a e , His Holiness who, i n many aspects of human 
problems seems t o be close t o the progressives, has adopted i n regard to 
b i r t h c o n t r o l a p o s i t i o n t h a t a l i g n s him w i t h those who de s i r e a r e t u r n 
t o c e n t u r i e s past when dogmatic p r e j u d i c e s placed t h i s d e l i c a t e question 
a t the d i s c r e t i o n a r y w i l l o f the Church, as though i t had i m p l i c a t i o n s 
only f o r the s p i r i t u a l order. And t h i s a t t i t u d e o f Rome cannot f a i l t o 
t r o u b l e a l l who...know t h a t the economists are r i g h t t o be alarmed about 
the demographic explosion t h a t shakes our d i s t u r b e d p l a n e t . " 

2. Other recent signs t h a t debate on b i r t h c o n t r o l p o l i c y was not shut 
o f f by the pronouncements o f Humanae Vitae are the favorable p u b l i c i t y 
given Gunnar Myrdal's remarks a t the Candido Mendes f a c u l t y i n Rio and 
the h a r d - h i t t i n g statements made by former Planning M i n i s t e r Roberto 
Campos a f t e r McNamara's v i s i t . Moving i n t o the p o l i t i c a l aspects o f the 
b i r t h c o n t r o l issue Campos warned t h a t " E c c l e s i a s t i c a l o p p o s i t i o n and 
governmental i n d i f f e r e n c e w i l l not slow the p o p u l a t i o n c o n t r o l movement 
i n B r a z i l . But they w i l l have a disastrous consequence - modern, p r a c t i c a l 
contraceptives w i l l be a v a i l a b l e o n l y t o persons o f high or middle income 
... To the less favored classes w i l l remain the danger and trauma o f 
abortion*.#" I n regard t o the i m m o r t a l i t y o f using c o n t r a c e p t i v e s , Campos 
has r e p o r t e d l y r e p l i e d t h a t the pr o m i s c u i t y caused by the housing shortage 
i s much more immoral. 

One p o t e n t i a l l y powerful stimulus t o b i r t h c o n t r o l , which may p a r t i c u l a r l y 
motivate those i n c l i n e d t o view i t as a t h r e a t t o B r a z i l i a n greatness, i s 
the p r e d i c t i o n s which Herman Kahn makes f o r B r a z i l i n h i s book The Year 
2 0 0 0 . These have been widely excerpted and p u r p o r t e d l y show t h a t B r a z i l 
w i l l be i n the t h i r d rank o f South American nations by the end o f the 
century i f present b i r t h r a t e s continue. 

j * The voices of reason c i t e d above should not lead one t o conclude t h a t 
an e a r l y change i n o f f i c i a l o utlook i s probable. The recent meeting o f 
the c e n t r a l conuaittee of the N a t i o n a l Conference o f Bishops d r a f t e d a 
statement ( f o r unexplained reasons not released u n t i l s e v e r a l days a f t e r 
the meeting) which defended the e n c y c l i c a l . I t drew h e a v i l y on Pope Paul's 
i n j u n c t i o n t o the United Nations t o put more food on the t a b l e o f l i f e 
i n s t e a d o f l i m i t i n g the number o f those i n v i t e d . Addressing themselves 
d i r e c t l y t o p o l i c y makers the Bishops reminded t h a t "We, who i n a l l our 
h i s t o r y and i n the most diverse ways have given you f r a t e r n a l cooperation 
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i n the performance o f your s p e c i f i c missions, humbly ask t h a t mere 
w o r l d l y p o l i t i c a l and economic i n t e r e s t s do not cause you t o oppose 
the arduous mission o f the Church because you need the p r o t e c t i o n o f 
God f o r the success o f your undertakings." 

k. The Church c l e a r l y continues d i v i d e d on the b i r t h c o n t r o l issue. 
C r i t i c i s m o f the e n c y c l i c a l w i t h i n the Church assumed a d e f i n i t e and 
more aggressive form w i t h the appearance o f a lengthy study which de­
scribed i t as " t r e a t i n g marriage as something more b i o l o g i c a l than 
human." Authored by Dom Paulo Koop, Bishop o f Lins (Sao Paulo) and a 
group o f l i b e r a l p r i e s t s , the study appeared i n "Vozes," a Catholic 
magazine published i n P e t r o p o l i s . The study may have s t r u c k a respon­
siv e chord w i t h i n the ranks o f the c l e r g y i n concluding t h a t the en­
c y c l i c a l "...leaves the i n t e l l i g e n c e o f man u n s a t i s f i e d w i t h the con­
clu s i o n s taken." Both w i t h i n and w i t h o u t the Church b i r t h c o n t r o l 
remains an issue very much a l i v e and unresolved. The i n i t i a l blow o f 
Humanae Vitae seems t o have passed wit h o u t unduly negative r e s u l t s . 
B a r r i n g f u r t h e r developments which might strengthen the a p p l i c a b i l i t y 
o f i t s holdings t o secular d e c i s i o n s , the outlook i s f o r a v e r y s g r a d u a l 
but s t e a d i l y i n c r e a s i n g acceptance o f the necessity f o r b i r t h c o n t r o l . 
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