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F R O M : Amconsul PORTO ALEGRE D A T E : August 26, 1967 
S U B J E C T : Porto Alegre Bishop Becomes R i g h t i s t Spokesman 

R E F : 

r 1« During the f i r s t week of August numerous l e a f l e t s and ~ l 
w a l l p a i n t i n g s appeared i n Porto Alegre saying "The Church 
i s f i n i s h e d with"Communist p r i e s t s and Communism I s f i n i s h e d 
w i t h the Church^!'. I h e ^ l e a f l e t s and p a i n t i n g s x<rere signed 
Movimento de Racuperacao da Igre.la. At the end of the week 
the Bishop of Porto Alegre, Dom Vicente Scherer, made an un­
usual radio address i n which he denounced the cl e r g y of Sao 
Paulo f o r a s s i s t i n g the clandestine UNE Congress i n l a t e J u l y . 
Scherer said t h a t p r i e s t s d i d n o t have the r i g h t to use the 
p o s i t i o n and p r e s t i g e conferred upon them by the Church t o 
promote personal ideas. He went on t o say t h a t p r i e s t s who 
i n s i s t on i g n o r i n g the h i s t o r i c separation of Church and 
State and becoming in v o l v e d i n p a r t i s a n p o l i t i c s must take 
the consequences l i k e any other c i t i z e n . At the end of h i s 
speech the Bishop admitted he i s a conservative and i s proud 
of i t . 

2. Some 18 Sao Paulo p r i e s t s and bishops r e p l i e d t o Dom 
Vicente Scherer i n an open l e t t e r dated August 10 i n which 
they s a i d they were surpr i s e d and h u r t by h i s c r i t i c i s m and, 
i n e f f e c t , t h a t he d i d n ' t know what he was t a l k i n g about. The 
l e t t e r said t h a t the Sao Paulo c l e r g y wanted i n the exercise 
of t h e i r m i n i s t r y to c a r r y the word of God t o human r e a l i t i e s , 
showing s o l i d a r i t y w i t h the u n j u s t l y oppressed poor by deeds 
as w e l l as words. I n a personal slap at the Porto Alegre 
p r e l a t e , the l e t t e r s a i d t h a t "when you take cognisance of 
the r e a l i t y of your people and wish, i n the face of t h i s 
r e a l i t y , to proclaim the demands of your evang e l i c a l mission 
you w i l l be subject to the same r e p r i s a l s t h a t we have been". 
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3. Don Vicente r e p l i e d to the l e t t e r of the P a u l i s t a p r i e s t s on 
August saying t h a t t h e i r argument was i r r e l e v a n t t o the case since 
the UNE meeting had no t h i n g to do w i t h the problems of the oppressed 
poor. He said t h a t the UNE i s an i l l e g a l o r g a n i z a t i o n representing 
a m i n o r i t y of even the students, much le s s the people. 
IL, I n actions t h a t \-jere themselves notable exceptions to the separ­
a t i o n of Church and State, Dom Vicente received p u b l i c support from 
both the executive and l e g i s l a t i v e branches of the government of Rio 
Grande do Sul. I n an unusual a c t i o n Governor Walter Perrachi B a r c e l l o s 
together w i t h h i s r i g h t hand man and Chief of the C i v i l Household, 
Dr. Joao Dentice, v i s i t e d the Bishop and congratulated him on h i s 
stand. The ARENA f l o o r leader i n the L e g i s l a t i v e Assembly, A n Delgado, 
also made a speech supporting the Bishop. 

%. Although Dom Vicente's conservative views are w e l l known, he i s 
a mild-mannered and unassertive man whose sudden emergence as a spokes­
man f o r the conservative wing of the c l e r g y at the n a t i o n a l l e v e l was 
something of a s u r p r i s e . I t i s possible t h a t the Bishop was pressured 
i n t o t a k i n g a c t i o n . R e l i a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n i n d i c a t e s t h a t the l e a f l e t 
and w a l l p a i n t i n g campaign t h a t preceeded Dom Vicente's f i r s t s t a t e ­
ment was a c t u a l l y d i r e c t e d and financed by the S e c r e t a r i a t of S e c u r i t y 
on the orders of Colonel Walter Almeida, Chief of Cabinet of the 
S e c r e t a r i a t . The Bishop may have been subjected to other, more s u b t l e 
pressures as w e l l . Both Almeida and h i s boss, General Iba. Kesqulta 
I l h a Moreira, have been praised f o r t h e i r e f f e c t i v e and on the whole 
moderate handling of the student problem i n Rio Grande do Sul, but 
both are strong anti-Communists who b e l i e v e i n c a r r y i n g the f i g h t i n t o 
the enemy camp whenever p o s s i b l e . 

6. I t i s also probable t h a t Dom Vicente Scherer i s becoming concerned 
about the small but growing l i b e r a l movement among p r i e s t s i n h i s 
own diocese and chose t h i s means to issue a warning without becoming 
e x p l i c i t . 

Comment: 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

D E C L A S S I F I E D 

A u t h o r i t y I Q K T J Q Q C 

file:///-jere

