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r SUMMARY 

L_ 

Two recent ly-publ ished dec la ra t ions of var ious Brazil : 
Catholic c le rgymen strongly c r i t i c ized the Church and the 
indus t r ia l ized nat ions for t h e i r soc io-economic po l i c ies . 
One, signed by numerous Braz i l ian p r i e s t s , cen te red on 
p r o b l e m s in Braa i l and deplored the Church ' s re luc tance 
to par t i c ipa te in the fight for economic development and 
the be t te rment of the let of the m a s s e s . The o ther , a 
dec la ra t ion of seventeen Bishops of the " t h i r d wor ld*" 
eight of whom a r e Braz i l i ans , expanded into the i n t e r " 
nat ional s e c t o r and in te r al ia attacked the " i m p e r i a l i s m " 
of the developed nations and cr i t i c ized the Church1 s con­
nection to in ternat ional finance. The two dec la ra t ions 
evidence divisions of opinion within the Braz i l ian c le rgy 
on Church po l i c ies . The non-conformis t , some t imes 
rad ica l , views of these p r o g r e s s i v e churchmen also r e ­
inforce the posi t ions of o ther opposition e lements in B r a z i l . 

+ + + + + + + + + + 
Enc losu re : Lis t of Signator ies of Bishops 'Dec la ra t ion 
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1. Two recent ly-publ ished dec la ra t ions , signed by var ious Braz i l i an 
Catholic c le rgymen l a s t August, s t rongly c r i t i c ized both the Church 
and the indus t r ia l ized nat ions for t he i r soc io-economic pol ic ies r e g a r d ­
ing the underdeveloped coun t r i e s . The f i rs t , which focused mainly on 
Braz i l i an p r o b l e m s , was published by Ul t ima Hora on October 24 in 
the form of a l e t t e r from " o v e r 300" p r i e s t s to al l Braz i l ian Bishops 
(reftel) . The second appeared in the October 29 p r e s s as a dec la ra t ion 
signed by seventeen Bishops from underdeveloped nat ions , including 
eight Braz i l i ans , and contained a b r o a d e r c r i t ique reaching into the 
in ternat ional s ec to r , 
2. The P r i e s t s ' Declara t ion . After s tat ing t h e i r intention to inform 
the Bishops of the i r apprehensions about the Church ' s ro le in Braz i l , 
the p r i e s t s se t forth what they cons idered to be the p r e sen t si tuation 
of the Braz i l i an people . Under the headings " A People Assass ina ted" 
and " A People Robbed, " they pointed to the high ra t e of infant mor ta l i ty , 
the low nutr i t ional level , the i nc reas ing cost of l iving coupled with low 
wages , and sma l l governmenta l expendi tures for educational and health 
p r o g r a m s , cont ras ted with the l a rge al locat ions for the m i l i t a r y . Refer r ing 
to an al legedly widening gap between the r i ch and poor nat ions , the p r i e s t s 
c r i t i c ized United States aid policy s ince 1959 for having obligated the aided 
oountr ies to buy manufactured p roduc t s from Amer ican f i r m s . In t h e i r 
outspoken c r i t i c i s m of the Church, they a s s e r t e d that the ins t i tu t ion ' s 
p re sen t pol ic ies condoned the " b r u t a l exploi tat ion" of the people and that 
i t was tied to the economical ly powerful c l a s s e s . They also c r i t i c ized 
the t ra in ing of p r i e s t s as isolat ing them from society . This isolat ion 
allegedly inc reased the p r i e s t s ' tendency to accept "v io l ence , oppress ion , 
the c l imate of war , in shor t , national feudalism and cap i ta l i sm, " The 
Bishops were c r i t i c ized in this r ega rd for hindering free express ion and 
for following the author i t ies of Rome feicj without r ega rd to the r ea l i t i e s 
of the Braz i l i an si tuat ion. To c o r r e c t these alleged i l l s , the p r i e s t s called 
for g r e a t e r Church awarenes s of the p rob lems of the labor ing and student 
c l a s s e s ; a m o r e act ive Church ro le in pointing out the evi ls of unjust s a l a r i e 
exploitation of the people and the suppress ion of l iber ty ; c l o s e r ident i f i ­
cation with the c o m m o n people and a d issocia t ion of the Church from the 
economic and pol i t ical e l i t es ; g r e a t e r freedom and respons ib i l i t i es for 
p r i e s t s ; and revi ta l iza t ion and expansion of the pr ies thood through the 
ordinat ion of m a r r i e d men. 
3 . On the bas i s of r e p o r t s from the Consula tes , i t appea r s that the 
dec lara t ion had i t s or ig ins and ma in support among p r i e s t s in the s t a t e s 
of Sao Paulo and Minas G e r a i s , The document was a lso apparent ly 
c i rcula ted to p r i e s t s in o ther a r e a s of Braz i l for comment and s igna ture . 
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Some p r i e s t s in Rio Grande do Sul and P a r a n a who did not have the 
opportunity to sign the document, have s ince i s sued s i m i l a r s t a t emen t s , 
but numerous o the r s repor ted ly refused to go along with the highly 
polemica l c r i t i c i sm of Church po l ic ies . 
4. React ion from higher Church p r e l a t e s was surpr i s ing ly mi ld . Most 
of the Bishops who expressed an opinion felt that the p r i e s t s ' dec lara t ion 
was s i nce r e and war ran ted study, but pointed out ce r t a in e r r o r s and 
ambigui t ies in i t . Some lamented the lack of communicat ion within the 
Braz i l ian Church, noting that the dec la ra t ion was re l eased to the p r e s s 
before being sent to t h e Bishops t hemse lves . Othe r s observed that t h e r e 
w e r e over 12, 000 p r i e s t s i n Braz i l w h o d id n o t subsc r ibe to t h e s t a t e m e n t ' s 
views and d i smi s sed i t as un impor tan t . 
5. The Bishops ' Declara t ion . The dec lara t ion of seventeen Bishops of t h e 
" t h i r d wor ld" ( s e e enc losure for l i s t of s ignator ies) called for the l ibera t ion 
of the underdeveloped nations from the influence of the g rea t powers and 
heavily c r i t i c ized the " i m p e r i a l i s m of money" to which it said the Church 
was bound. Quoting freely from Populorum P r o g r e s s i o and o ther papal 
encycl ica ls , the s ta tement attacked the socia l effects of capi ta l i sm and 
i t s " m o r a l i t y of p r o f i t s " and advocated a t rue soc ia l i sm based on a jus t 
d i v i s i o n of -wealth and the f u n d a m e n t a l e q u a l i t y of a l l . The Bishops b e l i t t l e d 
economic a s s i s t ance from the indus t r ia l ized nat ions , c la iming that those 
nations w e r e becoming even r i c h e r through the opera t ion of the p r e sen t 
in ternat ional economic sy s t em. The Church, they dec la red , had to free 
i tself from serv i tude to in ternat ional finance, and i t s c le rgymen w e r e 
obligated to pro tec t t h e i r nat ions from exploitation by fo re igners i n t e r e s t ­
ed only in t r a n s f e r r i n g national wealth abroad. The Bishops supported 
the idea of " w o r l d government" and ended the i r dec la ra t ion with a s t rong 
defense of the r ights of l abor . 
6. The exact place and c i r c u m s t a n c e s of the document ' s drafting a r e 
unc l ea r at th i s point. Most of the foreign Bishops appear to be F r e n c h 
o r Dutch. The Braz i l i an s igna tor ies of the dec lara t ion can be identified 
with the p r o g r e s s i v e - r a d i c a l wing of the c le rgy . They included the con­
t r o v e r s i a l Archbishop of Recife, Dom HELDER C a m a r a , the Bishop of 
Cra t eus in Cea ra , Dom Antonio FRAGOSO (who ce lebra ted a m a s s for Che 
GUEVARA shor t ly after his death) and the Bishop of Santos, Dom David 
PICAO (who fully supported the p r i e s t s 1 s ta tement upon i t s r e l e a s e ) . The 
fact that the dec la ra t ion was based on p r i o r papal s t a t ements has probably 
been responsible for the almost complete lack of unfavorable public Church 
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react ion to it in Braz i l . Severa l o ther Braz i l i an Bishops have come out 
in support of the ideas expressed in the document s ince i t s publicat ion. 
It has been heavily c r i t i c ized , however, by the mode ra t e p r e s s : both 
J o r n a l do B r a s i l and Es tado de S. Paulo found the dec lara t ion lacking 
in i t s h i s to r i ca l ana lys i s and censured the s igna tor ies for t he i r over ly 
s impl i s t i c ideas and fai lure to suggest solutions for the p rob lems denoted. 

7. The documents , s i m i l a r in tone and or ientat ion, r evea l a genera l ized 
f r u s t r a t i o n which probably ref lec ts the con t ra s t between the p r o g r e s s i v e 
s t a t e m e n t s emanat ing from the Vatican and the conserva t ive posi t ions of 
m u c h of the Braz i l i an h i e r a r c h y . Cur ren t centrifugal tendencies within 
t h e C h u r c h , combined with an evident lack of education and sophist icat ion 
in the lower r a n k s of the c le rgy , add to the ability of m a v e r i c k c l e rgymen 
l ike Dom Helder to open wider divisions of opinion rega rd ing Church 
po l ic ies . To the extent that these opinions po la r i ze , the likelihood of 
ra t ional d i scuss ion and eventual compromise i s dec r ea sed . Consider ing 
the t rad i t iona l impor tance of the Church in Braz i l , the cu r r en t in te rna l 
debate also has pol i t ical significance which t r anscends i t s i m m e d i a t e 
confines. T h e non-confo rmis t views of p r o g r e s s i v e Church e lements 
have the effect of r e i n f o r c i n g and legi t imizing the posi t ions of profess ional 
pol i t ic ians and o the r s who advocate rad ica l changes in domest ic and 
foreign po l ic ies . 

Comment 

TUTHILL 
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Lis t of Signator ies of the Bishops ' Declara t ion 
Braz i l ian 
1. Helder C a m a r a , Archbishop of Recife 
2. Joao Bat is ta d a Motta e Albuquerque, Archbishop of Vi tor ia 
3. Luiz Gonzaga F e r n a n d e s , Auxil iary Bishop of Vitor ia 
4. Severino Mar iano de Aguiar , Bishop of Pesque i r a , Pe rnambuco 
5. F r a n c i s c o de Mesqui ta , Bishop of Afogados de Igaze i r a , Pe rnambuco 
6. Manuel P e r e i r a da Costa, Bishop of Campina Grande , P a r a i b a 
7. Antonio Bat is ta F r a g o s o , Bishop of Sao Cra t eus , C e a r a 
8. David F icao , Bishop of Santos, Sao Paulo 
Fore ign 
9. Georges M e r c i e r , Bishop of Laghouat, Alger ia 

10, M i c h e l D a r m a n c i e r , B i s h o p of W a l l e and F u t u n a , O c e a n i a 
11, Amsvnd H u b e r t , A p o s t o l i c V i c a r of He l iopc- l i s , E g y p t 
12, Arge l Uniber t , Apostolic Vicar of F lo renc ia , Colombia 
13, F r a n k F r a n i c , Bishop of Split, Yugoslavia 
14, Gregor io Haddad, Auxil iary Bishop of Beirut , Lebanon 
15, Ca r lo Van Melokbeke, Bishop of Ning Hsia, China 
16, E t i e n n e L o o s d r e g t , B i s h o p of V i e n t i e n e , L a o s 
17, Jac Gren t , Bishop of Tual , Maluku, Indonesia 

Source: O Estado de S, Paulo , October 29, 1967 
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