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1. Attached/ o fe two monor-anda from tho Consulate General i n Recife con
cerning tho current views and a c t i v i t i e s of the Archbishop of 011mla and 
RCCifCj Pom JIxiiiDfjR CAMARA. One memoronduiri rep o r t s the Archbishop's 
i n t e n t i o n to lead a national campaign of non-violence- aimed at bringing 
about basic reforms. The other reports hie harsh c r i t i c i s m of the 
Northeast Development Agency, SUDEME, on<l SttDSNB'a response to his a t t n e l 

2. Comment. Tho views of the controversial Archbishop arc always of 
i n t e r e s t , since he i s the acKnowlcdgcd leader of the Church's p r o g r c s s i v t 
Wing. Relations with t h i s sector of the Church continue to bo a major 
problem .for the administration. As the Consulate Conoral points out, 
p a r t of the problem can be ascribed to a considerable communications 
gap between reform-minded figures i n both the Church and the cdministrut.' 
More basic, however, are the 'differences i n approach to the question of . 
reform--Church progressives c o l l f o r immediate s t r u c t u r a l reform, with 
l i t t l e regard for p r a c t i c a l problems of, implementation, while admini
s t r a t i o n reformers f i n d themselves bound by other commitments, crch as 
the anti - i n f l a t i o n a r y pol icy , and by budgetary l i m i t a t i o n s . The 

' cr i t ic isms of tho administration by Church progressives, l i t e Dom Helder 
often intensi fy Church-state tensions and i n th is respect may actually 
impair the a b i l i t y of those i n the administration committed to basic 
reform to influence pol icy decisions. 
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