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Action Taken : 

The Archdiocese of O l i n d a and R e c i f e r e c e n t l y made 
p u b l i c the names of the 42 bishops who have f o r m a l l y 
pledged t h e i r support f o r Dom Helder Camara's 
" L i b e r a t i n g Moral Pressure" movement designed t o 
secure b a s i c reforms i n s o c i e t y through the t e c h n i q u e s 
of n o n - v i o l e n c e . Each of the 42 bishops signed 
a m a n i f e s t o s u p p o r t i n g the movement d u r i n g the r e c e n t 
meetings of the N a t i o n a l Conference of B r a z i l i a n 
Bishops (CNBB) i n Rio de J a n e i r o . 

B e l y i n g . , the movement's c l a i m t o broad a c r o s s - t h e -
board support w i t h i n the Church, the m a j o r i t y o f 
the s i g n a t o r i e s (24 of 42) are from the N o r t h e a s t ,M 
t h r e e are from the N o r t h and the r e m a i n i n g 15 are from 
the C e n t e r - S o u t h , i n c l u d i n g seven from the s t a t e of 
Sao Paulo a l o n e . 

~1 

1/ For the purposes of p a s t o r a l a c t i v i t y , the Church 
d i v i d e s the N o r t h e a s t i n t o t h r e e s u b - r e g i o n s : 
N o r t h e a s t I , composed of the s t a t e s of Maranhao, P i a u i , 
and Ceara; N o r t h e a s t I I , i n c l u d i n g Rio Grande do N o r t e , 
Paraisba, Pernambuco, and Alagoas; and N o r t h e a s t I I I , 
i n c l u d i n g Sergipe and B a h i a . For the purposes of t h i s 
r e p o r t , t h e r e f o r e , " N o r t h e a s t " i s taken t o mean t h i s 
n i n e - s t a t e a r e a . 
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Aside from p r o v i d i n g an i n t e r e s t i n g b i o g r a p h i c note on each 
of the i n d i v i d u a l s i g n e r s , the d i s t i n c t l y r e g i o n a l c o m p o s i t i o n 
of the m a n i f e s t o ' s support tends t o c o n f i r m what many in f o r m e d 
observers have long b e l i e v e d , i . e . p r o g r e s s i v e sentiment / 
w i t h i n the B r a z i l i a n Church f i n d s i t s g r e a t e s t e x p r e s s i o n i n 
the N o r t h e a s t , The s t r o n g r e g i o n a l f l a v o r of the movement 
i s a l s o a measure of the task which Dom Helder and h i s f e l l o w 
p r o g r e s s i v e churchmen must face i f they are t o t r a n s f o r m t h e i r 
" L i b e r a t i n g Moral Pr e s s u r e " movement i n t o a campaign o f t r u l y 
n a t i o n a l scope. 

A l i s t i n g of the s i g n a t o r i e s i s a t t a c h e d . 
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SIGNATORIES TO MANIFESTO IN SUPPORT OF 
"LIBERATING MORAL PRESSURE" MOVEMENT 

Helder Camara, Archbishop of O l i n d a and Re c i f e (Pernambuco) 
Jose M a r i a P i r e s , Archbishop of P a r a i b a ( P a r a i b a ) 
Fernando Gomes, Archbishop of Goi a n i a (Goias) 
Joao de Sousa Lima, Archbishop of Manaus (Amazonas) 
Jose L a m a r t i n e Soares, A u x i l i a r y Bishop of O l i n d a and 

Re c i f e (Pernambuco) 
Joao B a t i s t a do Mota e Albuquerque, Archbishop of V i t o r i a 

( E s p i r i t o Santo) 
W a l d i r C a l h e i r o s , Bishop of Barra do P i r a i (Rio de J a n e i r o ) 
Jose V i c e n t e Tavora, Archbishop of A r a c a j u ( S e r g i p e ) 
Tiago C l o i n , Bishop of Ba r r a (Bahia) 
H e l i o P a s c o a l , Bishop of Li v r a m e n t o ( B a h i a ) 
Giocondo G r o t t i , B i s h o p - P r e l a t e of Acre and Purus (Acre and 

Amazonas) 
Marcos A n t o n i o Noronha, Bishop of I t a b i r a (Minas G e r a i s ) 
M i l t o n P e r e i r a , Bishop of Garanhuns (Pernambuco) 
David P i c a o , Bishop of Santos (Sao Paulo) 
F r a n c i s c o A u s t r e g e s i l o M e s q u i t a , Bishop of Afogados da 

I n g a z e i r a (Pernambuco) 
Manuel P e r e i r a da Costa, Bishop of Campina Grande ( P a r a i b a ) 
Walfrido V i e i r a , Bishop of Sobral (Ceara) 
Jose F r e i r e F a l c a o , Bishop of L i m o e i r o do Norte (Ceara) 
Tomas B a l d u i n o , Bishop of Goias (Goias) 
Candido Padim, Bishop of Lorena (Sao Paulo) 
A n i g e r M e l i l o , Bishop of P i r a c i c a b a (Sao Paulo) 
Jorge Marcos de O l i v e i r a , Bishop of Santo Andre (Sao Paulo) 
Bernardo M i e l i , Archbishop C o a d j u t o r o f R i b e i r a o P r e t o 

(Sao Paulo) 
A r t h u r H o r t h u i s , Bishop of J a l e s (Sao Paulo) 
Adelmo Machado, Archbishop of Maceio (Alagoas) 
Augusto C a r v a l h o , Bishop of Caruaru (Pernambuco) 
N i v a l d o Monte, Archbishop of N a t a l (Rio Grande do N o r t e ) 
Manuel Tavares de A r a u j o , Bishop of Caico (Rio Grande do N o r t e ) 
Jose Brandao de C a s t r o , Bishop of P r o p r i a ( S e r g i p e ) 
Z a c a r i a s Rolim de Moura, Bishop of C a j a z e i r a s ( P a r a i b a ) 
A n t o n i o B a t i s t a Fragoso, Bishop of Crateus (Ceara) 
L u i s V i c t o r S a r t o r i , Bishop of Santa Maria (Rio Grande do S u l ) 
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Clemente I s n a r d , Bishop of Nova F r i b u r g o (Rio de J a n e i r o ) 
Joao Jose da Motta e Albuquerque, Archbishop of S. L u i z 

(Maranhao) 
Manuel L i s b o a , Bishop of Nazare (Pernambuco) 
L u i z Fernandes, A u x i l i a r y Bishop of V i t o r i a ( E s p i r i t o Santo) 
E l i s e u de O l i v e i r a , A u x i l i a r y Bishop of Maceio ( A l a g o a s ) 
Severino Mariano de A g u i a r , Bishop of Pesqueira (Pernambuco) 
F r a n c i s c o N i e r h o f f , Bishop o f F l o r e s t a (Pernambuco) 
Angelo R i v a t o , B i s h o p - P r e l a t e of Ponta de Pedras ( P a r a i b a ) 
S e r a f i m de A r a u j o , A u x i l i a r y Bishop of Belo H o r i z o n t e 

(Minas G e r a i s ) 
Manuel E d m i i s o n , A u x i l i a r y Bishop of Sao L u i z (Maranhao) 
Jose T h u r l e r , A u x i l i a r y Bishop of Sao Paulo (Sao Paulo) 
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