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Enclosed is a memorandum of conversat ion with Dom Agnelo Ross i , 
Cardina l Archbishop of Sao Paulo and P re s iden t of National Conference 
of Bishops, in which he gives in te res t ing information on the declara t ion 
presented to P r e s i d e n t Costa e Silva by the Cent ra l Commit tee , which 
met in Sao Paulo F e b r u a r y 17-19. The Card ina l a lso gives h is own views 
on the att i tude which the Church should adopt in the p resen t poli t ical 
si tuation, making c lear his concern over " a r b i t r a r y 8 * act ions by the GOB 
under IA-5. He left no doubt that he favored an act ive poli t ical ro le for 
the Church, in an effort to influence future events in Braz i l and to en­
courage meaningful r e f o r m s . 
COMMENT: It i s difficult to perce ive and troubling to contemplate 
what may be the eventual r e su l t of this "confrontation*1 in this country 
often called " t h e l a rge s t Catholic nation in the world. " This appellation 
has been t e rmed "mythical* 1 by many o b s e r v e r s who point out that the 
s ta te of the faith in Braz i l i s poor indeed and that the grea t bulk of 
" C a t h o l i c s " , on the mascul ine side at leas t , a r e so in name only. In 
any case m o r e than a few of the m o r e affluent and influential Cathol ics 
a r e inc reas ing ly concerned by the lack of harmony between Church and 
Government . They a r e pa r t i cu l a r ly concerned by a tendency on the pa r t 
of the h i e r a r c h y to in t rude in the economic and poli t ical sphe re s and by 
such ac t s a s publicly c r i t ic iz ing the Government . And they a r e disgusted 
and even angered when p r e l a t e s impugn the capi ta l is t ic sys t em and free 
e n t e r p r i s e and in effect p r each something akin to revolution to achieve 
a "new o r d e r . " 
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Editor ial ly , midd le -o f - the - road and respons ib le " O Estado de Sao 
Paulo , " ce r ta in ly no pa r t i cu l a r friend of the p re sen t mi l i t a ry r eg ime , 
has for some t ime been taking the Brazi l ian Church to task. The 
newspaper has r e f e r r e d to the P o p e ' s own recent famous al lusion to 
the Church ' s possibly following a path of " s e l f - d e s t r u c t i o n ; " and it 
has pointed out that the "Nova I g r e j a " in Braz i l , if it fails to check 
i ts impulses to involve itself mischievous ly in the poli t ical and eco­
nomic sphe re s (pointing out it i s g r o s s l y unprepared in the l a t t e r ) , it 
will su re ly help the p r o c e s s of the Church ' s demise . 
Similar ly , the F e b r u a r y 27 i s sue of " O E s t a d o " c a r r i e s an a r t i c l e 
by a well-known Catholic w r i t e r and commenta tor , Gustavo Corcao , 
c r i t ic iz ing the Bishops8 l a tes t declara t ion . Corcao found the l a t t e r 
"vague and u n j u s t " and noted that more than half the s igna tor ies " a r e 
Bishops and Archbishops who col laborated c losely with the two m a l e v ­
olent governments (Goular t ' s and Kubitchek's) which ruined Braz i l 
and del ivered the Braz i l ian family to a theis t ic and inhuman Communi sm." 
Corc&o admitted that the p resen t exceptional r eg ime brought " i n c o n ­
veniences , " a s the p r e l a t e s complained, but he compared such in­
conveniences favorably with those suffered by the people under p r e ­
vious baleful governments . He a s s e r t e d that while the r emedy was 
" b i t t e r , " it was nonetheless a r emedy , unrecognized a s such only 
by those who forgot h i s to ry or des i red a r e tu rn of anarchy. 

CORRIGAN 

Enc losu re : 
MemCon dated F e b r u a r y 20, 1969 

Embassy Coimnent 
Cardinal Rossi 's remarks are of great i n t e r e s t and relevance. They 
confirm reports from the Embassy and other posts concerning the 
sentiments of Braz i l ' s leading Churchmen toward the Government and the 
p o l i t i c a l s i tua t ion flowing from IA-5- They a l so c lear ly underline tha t 
the Church remains committed to soc ia l and economic reforms and the 
adoption of an act ive p o l i t i c a l ro le i f necessary t o induce the 

CONFIDENTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority 101*0 )̂ <3fy G(ffl 



CONFIDENTIAL Page 3 of Sao Paulo's 
A-24 of February 28, 1969 

Embassy Comment (continued) 
Government t o follow through on i t s promises. Though not d i r ec t ly connected t o what Cardinal Rossi had t o say, the "0 Estado de Sao Paulo" e d i t o r i a l on the Church comes as no surprise as the newspaper has long inveighed against "red" p r e l a t e s . I t s views are f a i r l y representat ive of the conservative wing of Brazi l ian Catholicism. What Gustavo CorqSo had t o say represents a minority viewpoint, considering his reputat ion as a right-wing extremist . He l a s t came t o nat ional a t t en t ion for h i s anti-Semitism in January, 19°9 (see Rio de Janeiro 337). 

CONFIDENTIAL 

DECLASSIFIED 
Authority fOfOT^ <^(^C^Pg 



CONFIDENTIAL 
MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

Page 1 of 5 
E n d . No. 1 
A-24 from Sao Paulo 

Date : F e b r u a r y 20, 1969 
SUBJECT: Views of Card ina l Archbishop Ross i , and Meeting of 

Cen t ra l Commit tee National Council Braz i l i an Bishops 

PARTICIPANTS: Card ina l Archbishop Dom Agnelo Ross i 
Will iam L . Wight, J r . , Deputy P r inc ipa l Officer, Amconsul 

Sao Paulo 

John D. Blacken, Pol i t ica l Officer, Amconsul Sao Paulo 

ConGen officers cal led on the Card ina l to a s c e r t a i n his views on IA-5 and on 
what had t r a n s p i r e d at the c lose ly-held meet ing of the Cen t ra l Commit tee of 
the National Council of Braz i l i an Bishops in Sao Paulo on F e b r u a r y 17-19. 
The Card ina l , in a friendly and talkat ive mood, spoke on the following; 
1. Meeting of Cen t ra l Commit tee National Council Braz i l i an Bishops . 
The group of Bishops , he said, had reached bas ic ag reemen t on the i s s u e s 
and had obtained a consensus after much d iscuss ion . Dom Agnelo Ross i made 
c l e a r he favored a midd le -o f - the - road posi t ion and that he worked hard against 
e x t r e m i s t s on e i ther end of the spec t rum within the Church . He emphasized 
that he d i sagreed complete ly with ce r t a in at t i tudes expres sed by Dom Helder 
C a m a r a . In his view, Dom He lde r ' s s ta tements provoked the GOB and r e p r e ­
sented unjustified and inappropr ia te c r i t i c i s m of cap i ta l i sm, of U . S . foreign 
policy, e t c . He had told Dom Helder that he s t rongly disapproved of his 
posi t ion, and of some of his ac t ions . Dom Agnelo recognized , of c o u r s e , 
that the Northeas t was a different world from Sao Paulo . At the same t ime , 
he did not agree with the r ight-wing conserva t ives in the Church, some of 
whom sought to c u r r y favor with the Braz i l i an mi l i t a ry and supported the 
" h a r d - l i n e 1 1 one -hundred-pe rcen t . Dom Agnelo a s s e r t e d that the s ta tement 
worked out for p resen ta t ion to P r e s i d e n t Costa e Silva was a careful ly-draf ted 
and modera t e one which avoided provocat ive language. Yet, he said, " t h e 
GOB won't like i t . 1 1 The Bishops had at tempted to take a cons t ruc t ive att i tude, 
to avoid ha r sh c r i t i c i s m , and to view the future with hopefulness. The m e s s a g e 
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expres sed the Church ' s o v e r - a l l op t imism and offered i ts col laborat ion 
in ca r ry ing out n e c e s s a r y and meaningful r e f o r m s . Dom Agnelo s eemed 
quite pleased with the Bishops* work and appeared confident that U .S . 
Government author i t ies would a lso find the m e s s a g e an excellent one with 
which we could a g r e e . He told ConGen officers the note would be published 
on Sunday, F e b r u a r y 23 (On F e b r u a r y 22 Dom Agnelo i s sued a p r e s s r e ­
l ea se saying the m e s s a g e would not be made publ ic ; however , it appeared 
in full in newspapers of F e b r u a r y 25). 
Some Bishops , he said , had argued for a s t ronge r s ta tement by the Church 
condemning the government for LA-5 and the events the rea f t e r . However, he 
had opposed th i s , s ince he felt i t would do no good; it would only exacerba te 
the s i tuat ion and e l iminate what chance the Church had to influence the GOB 
in the d i rec t ion of modera t ion . Speaking of IA-5 , he said , **we a r e afraid 
of a r b i t r a r y acts and we know of capr ic ious and unfounded act ions a l ready 
c a r r i e d out under I A - 5 . " At the s ame t ime he recognized some justif ication 
for IA-5 in the necess i ty for the GOB to act against cor rup t individuals and 
dishonest po l i t i c ians . Many of them, he thought, dese rved to be ca s sa t ed . 
"Many officials a r e cor rup t and the lack of mora l i ty of many prominent 
Braz i l i ans is shocking. " In Dom Agnelo*s view, the Church had to r a i s e a 
w a r n i n g to the GOB against going too far on the road of r e p r e s s i o n . At the 
s a m e t ime the m e s s a g e to P re s iden t Costa e Silva was designed to encourage 
the GOB to c a r r y out meaningful and n e c e s s a r y r e f o r m s . The Church should 
influence the GOB, insofar as poss ib le , toward modera t ion and democracy . 
The Church ' s posi t ion should be a balanced one, speaking out when n e c e s s a r y , 
but tactfully and carefuUy in o rde r not to exacerba te feelings of the mi l i t a ry . 
2. Pos i t ion of theCatholic Church . 
He said the Church must be independent. " T h e government does not owe us 
anything and nei ther do we have any spec ia l re la t ionship to the g o v e r n m e n t . , ! 
"We must be free to speak out, and mus t p r e s e r v e our freedom of a c t i o n . " 
He said the pol i t ic ians and bus ines smen were afraid to say anything; the Church, 
however , had no r ea son to be afraid and must use i t s voice . In rep ly to news­
m e n ' s p r o t e s t s that the B i shops ' meet ing in Sao Paulo was being held in 
s e c r e t , Dom Agnelo had countered that " t h e i r d iscuss ions were a family 
a f f a i r . " His view was that the Church had no r e a s o n to act c landest inely, 
but should make i ts views and actions known openly. He thought the Cen t ra l 
Commit tee should have m o r e frequent meet ings so the Bishops could r each 
ag reed posi t ions on impor tan t m a t t e r s . He said the Church was doing many 
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things to help the government by providing schoo l s , /med ica l and soc ia l 
benefits to the people . However, he had refused the National Order of Mer i t 
Medal p r ec i s e ly because he wished to p r e s e r v e his independence of the 
government . Many mi l i t a ry men, he said , had been upset and angered by 
his re fusa l , and had not forgiven h im. 
3 . Role of the Church in the F u t u r e . 
P roceed ing from the above monologue on the need for independence, the 
Card ina l made c l ea r his view that the Church must continue pol i t ical ly active 
and par t i c ipa te fully in shaping future events in B r a z i l . He said the mi l i t a ry , 
the Church, and the s tudents were now the only r e a l pol i t ica l fo rces in the 
country; the m i l i t a r y were dominant and would probably r e m a i n so . The 
Church had an impor tant ro le in seeking to influence the mi l i t a ry as well as 
the s tudents . The Card ina l said the Church was we l l - r ega rded by the people; 
i t mus t maintain and i n c r e a s e i ts influence among the youth, who were the 
long- range hope of B r a z i l . The p r e sen t pol i t ical c l a s s was d i sc red i ted ; a 
whole new generat ion of l e ade r s was n e c e s s a r y . The Church must work with 
youth and c a r r y out the del icate ro l e of p r epa r ing new l e a d e r s and influencing 
them in a cons t ruc t ive manne r . 
4. His Atti tudes Toward the Mi l i ta ry . 
Dom Agnelo was quite c r i t i c a l of the m i l i t a r y in genera l whom he cons idered 
na r row, r e s t r i c t e d in outlook, and lacking unders tanding of socia l and pol i t i ­
ca l p r o b l e m s . The i r ex t r eme sensi t iv i ty and au thor i ta r ian at t i tudes made 
the si tuat ion de l ica te . He cal led " i n c r e d i b l e " ac ts c a r r i e d out by the police 
and mi l i t a ry , such as the expulsion of the F rench p r i e s t from Osasco and 
the a r r e s t of the th ree F r e n c h p r i e s t s in Minas G e r a i s , who he alleged " h a d 
been t o r t u r ed . " He vehement ly and heatedly a s s e r t e d t he re was not a shred 
of evidence against the p r i e s t s concerned. He told ConGen officers of other 
a r b i t r a r y and high-handed actions against churchmen by mi l i t a ry and police 
in the Sao Paulo region, who had hauled p r i e s t s out in the middle of the 
night for questioning, and had sought to ja i l the Bishop of Santos, a l so in 
the middle of the night. These act ions , based on unfounded accusat ions of 
" subve r s ion? ' were an affront to the dignity of the Church. He said he would 
t r y to work with the mi l i t a ry and pol ice if they would only come to him, and 
would invest igate any legi t imate complaint in cooperat ion with t hem. He 
was now doing th i s , and encouraging DOPS to come to him whenever they 
rece ived some wild denunciation against a p r i e s t . His theory was " l e t ' s get 
the f a c t s " and then de te rmine whether a p r i e s t had been guilty of wrong 
doing. 
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As an example of the ex t r eme sensi t iv i ty of the mi l i t a ry , Dom Agnelo told 
of a p r a y e r he gave on the ann ive r sa ry of Sao Paulo , extolling that the city 
had been founded on the occasion of a re l ig ious m a s s , r a t h e r than through 
violence o r by force of a r m s . He had immedia te ly been contacted by m i l i t a r y 
chaplains to let him know that the mi l i t a ry objected to his p r a y e r , which was 
cons idered an affront to them. 
5. United S ta t e s -Braz i l i an Rela t ions . 
Some Braz i l i ans b lamed the " impe r i a l i s t 1 1 United States for insp i r ing IA-5 
and thought the U . S . Government s t rongly supported the Act. Other B r a z i l ­
ians were quick to c r i t i c i ze the United Sta tes , no m a t t e r what we did. Dom 
Agnelo commented that many Braz i l i ans thought P r e s i d e n t Nixon's elect ion 
r a i s e d hopes among Braz i l i an mi l i t a ry that the United States would be m o r e 
to le ran t of au thor i ta r ian conservat ive r e g i m e s in Latin A m e r i c a . Dom Agnelo 
said he knew of and was s u r p r i s e d at the violent c r i t i c i s m of B r a z i l which 
had appeared in many newspapers in the United States and Europe s ince the 
implementa t ion of I A - 5 . Queried as to what att i tude on the p a r t of the United 
States would be mos t appropr ia te in the p r e sen t c i r c u m s t a n c e s , Dom Agnelo 
implied that our views should be along the l ines of the B i shops ' m e s s a g e to 
P r e s i d e n t Costa e S i lva - - in fact, that the m e s s a g e might be a model for the 
United S ta tes . We had to keep in mind the spec ia l s i tuat ion of B r a z i l and 
the background, h is tory , and at t i tudes which made B r a z i l different from 
other coun t r i e s . In Dom Agnelo 's opinion, the U . S . Government should p r i ­
vate ly exp re s s to high GOB officials i t s concern as a friend over r ecen t events 
in Braz i l , and i t s hope that the country would soon r e t u r n to the democra t ic 
pa th . 
6. C r i t i c i s m of Himself a s Too Caut ious . 
Dom Agnelo frankly and humorously r e m a r k e d that he had been c r i t i c ized as 
" t o o m o d e r a t e " and " s l o w - m o v i n g " in his ac t ions . He had been sharp ly 
questioned by European students who had wanted him to adopt a line like Dom 
Helder C a m a r a . To them he had repl ied that the Church v i s - a - v i s B r a z i l was 
like a c a r with a brake and an a c c e l e r a t o r . He was accused of always being 
the b r a k e . This was not s o - - s o m e t i m e s you had to use the b rake , but he a lso 
believed in using the a c c e l e r a t o r . To b o r r o w a p h r a s e , he favored negotiation, 
not confrontation, with r e spec t to the mi l i t a ry and the GOB. He believed in 
" t h e a r t of the p o s s i b l e " and thought it was be t te r to get something done even 
if one did not achieve all a i m s . There fore he would t r y to work with the 
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mi l i t a ry and with the GOB in an at tempt to influence them in a cons t ruc t ive 
manne r . However, he emphasized again and again that the Church must 
r e m a i n act ive , independent, and vocal . He became quite emotional when 
d i scuss ing act ivi t ies of the pol ice against worker p r i e s t s , and said , r a t h e r 
than being caut ious , he pe r sona l ly would continue to defend s t rongly those 
p r i e s t s who worked with youth and labor movemen t s . 
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