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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

DATE: April 2, 1970

SUBJECT: Mediei Administration's Position on Population Control
i1 PARTICIPANTS: Ministro Cerlos CALERO Rodriguez, Asst. Secretary General
-*"*f for Tnternational Organizations, Foreign Ministry
e Stephen Low, Counselor of Embassy, Amembassy BRASTLIA
Eg‘ngON Richard E. Johnson, Political Counselor, Amembassy KIO
l" L =
F&"%ﬁ PLACE: Foreign Office, Brasilie
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ELLGP 2 In the course of a conversation on various subjects, Calerc chanced to
L*_Q;O 3 mention thaet Bragil finds it necessary to oppose sirongly the position
]w)_{':ﬁﬁ which the US takes on population control at international meetings. This
“P/ CS/ER led to & lengthy digression onto the question of population conmtrol in
ff"yR/RA'R/ LA prazil, Calhero refused %o accept the argument that population controls
ARA/ Lﬂ/ 3R would aid Brazil's development, sdvancing the femiliar Brazilian thesis
%‘- that population growth is essential to populate the interior, and said he

failed to understend why the US insisted on trying to force others to
PﬁIEGRE "veduce their populations.”™ Embassy officers pointed out to him that
RECIFE our efforts both at home and sbroad were confined to providing the indi.-

Eiigm viduel with the knowledge and technigues to make his own free choice.
<y In zesponse to a question, he envisaged no possibility of a change in
2141”;- policy on the subject of birth conmtrol under the Medici Administration.

Birth control devices and advice will be avaliable to those needing them,
but "propaganda” on dbirth control will not be permitted, he said.
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