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NEWSPAPER INTERVIEW WITH JUAN BOSCH. 

r 
An i n t e r v i e w w i t h Juan Bosch appeared i n A r r i b a ( F a l a n g i s t a ) 
on February 1 6 . While much of i t was devoted to h i s Spanish 
a n c e s t r y and h i s l i f e i n Madrid, he a l s o commented on s e v e r a l 
matters of substance. 

Bosch s a i d t h a t h i s p r i n c i p a l a c t i v i t y i s w r i t i n g "an a g r a r i a n 
t h e s i s f o r the PRD." He added t h a t the f i r s t p a r t , "which 
covers the h i s t o r y of a g r a r i a n property i n the Dominican 
Republic," w i l l soon be f i n i s h e d . Bosch made the f o l l o w i n g 
comments on the c u r r e n t a g r a r i a n s i t u a t i o n i n the Dominican 
Republic: 3 0 , 0 0 0 of the country's 5 0 , 0 0 0 square kilometers 
are a g r i c u l t u r a l l y usable; more than h a l f of t h i s land i s 
owned by about 1 , 0 0 0 l a r g e landholders ( l a t i f u n d i s t a s ) ; i n 
co n t r a s t to t h i s handful of l a t i f u n d i s t a s , t h e r e are about 
1 0 0 , 0 0 0 s m a l l landholders ( m i n i f u n d i s t a s ) , mainly concen
t r a t e d i n the c e n t r a l a r e a of the Cibao V a l l e y . 

Speaking g e n e r a l l y of L a t i n America, Bosch s a i d t h a t "America 
i s b e a u t i f u l but c r u e l . The people s u f f e r . The or g a n i z a t i o n 
i s implacable and c l o s e d . And nature i s d i f f i c u l t to dominate, 
Man has to st r u g g l e i n the a l t i p l a n o a t 4 , 0 0 0 meters of 
a l t i t u d e , and he has to bear the s u f f o c a t i n g heat of the 
Caribbean." 

The United S t a t e s , he c a l l e d "a great elephant rushing among 
a n e s t of hens." He a l s o f e l t t h a t "communism would not take 
root i n those L a t i n American c o u n t r i e s t h a t have had t h e i r 
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s o c i a l r e v o l u t i o n , such as Mexico and Venezuela." He 
i n s i s t e d too t h a t communism would f a i l i n the Dominican 
Republic because i t r e q u i r e s "a production technique and 
a c e r t a i n i n t e l l e c t u a l l e v e l i n the d i r e c t i n g group" 
t h a t are absent i n Santo Domingo. B r a z i l , on the other 
hand, w i l l f i n d i t very d i f f i c u l t "to f r e e i t s e l f from 
communism," according to Bosch. 

Bosch s a i d t h a t he had come to Spain because he "wanted 
to work." He added t h a t he "would be away from America 
f o r some time." His explanation was t h a t i n America one 
cannot be a f r e e man (because) North American propaganda 
has our people d i v i d e d i n t o two i r r e c o n c i l a b l e b l o c s , 
communists and anti-communists." 
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