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Fifth Military Region Reaches Out to Rural People

Making the Army xnown to the people appeared to ve the primary
motivation behind the implementation of a well publicized campaiin
known &s Acdo Civico-Social 70 (ACISO 70) or:anized under the
auspices of General Jogé Campos de ARAGAQ, coramander of the
Fifth Military Rezion headguartered in Curitiba. During the vacation
month of July, 2 militery social action movement xnown as ACISO 70
was activated with the ostensicle zoal of briniing a wide ranye of
community improvement pro,rams to several dozen small towns
scattered in thé remote areas of Parané ond Sants Catarina. These
two states comprise the seographic jurisdiction of the Fifth Military
Region. Under the close supervision of the Coordinating Director,
Lt. Col. Delson Lanter PERET, state jsovernment personnel, high
school and university students, publicly spirited civilians with a
talent to offer as well as private firn:s were mooilized to assist the
military in realizing this endeavor. Donations were sou;ht and
received from numerous companies and individuals who contributed
money, medicines, food, seeds, tools, nalls, paint, books and » wide
variety of other items.

It was originally planned for ACISO 70 to reach some thirty-odd towns,
but more than fifty had been helped by the time the prozram drew to
a close at the end of the month. The type of activity and the lenjth
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of stay of an ACISO ;roup depended largely on the needs of the particular
community. Numerous community action projects were undertaken oy the
soldiers, such as the construction of a school building in Antonina, the
building of 2 bridge and improvement of an sccess rosad in Lapa and the
restoration of a deteriorated community center in Rio Verde. Lectures

on topical suujects were delivered and films devoted to health, airiculture
and similar pertinent subjects were shown to the local citizenry. Animals
were vaccinated and reeds distrivuted to needy farmers, who were slso
instructed on iruproved farming technigues oy agronorny students or employees
of the stete a ricultural services. Perhaps the most welcon:e and worthwhile
activity was the medical attention jiven to the populace, who in their ren:ote
areas only infreguently have access to trained personnel. Army doctors |
jave injections, trested illnesses and advised on medical problens. kiilitary
dentists filled hundreds of cavities and extracted a lar:e number of teeth.

In spite of this Yshotiun'’ approsch, ACISU 70 participants were apparent y
well received by the cormmunities and were often feted in appreciation for
their efforts.

In summerizing ACISO 70, althou;h not all the projects had Leen completed
at that date, General Ars ;ao enumerated ACISO 7T0% accomplishraents as of
July 3G: Some 57, 23C animals had been examined and vaccinated and seeds
had been distributed to 11, 909 persons ond tools to 4, 425, There had heen
4., 50b medical and 4., 100 dental consultstions, 216, 09€ vaccinations and
241, bb2 medications psrcelled out to the needy, Assistance of one type or
2nother had been rendered to 1, 37, schools, including the distribution of
180, 460 scholastic items. During the period 102 i.uon .eters of roadway and
15 bridges were constructed. Thanking those who had contributed to ACISO
70% success, the General affirmed that what had been souzht and attained
was the “integration’® of the people. Ke concluded somewhat poeticelly:
*PACISC 70 might be put a drop of water, but oceans are formed from drogs
of water,®?

COMMENT: There is little doubt that ACISO 70 generated a wealth of
favorable publicity for the Fifth Military Re ion and for General Ara 8o,
Most likely it served to improve the image of the military amon; the people
who were the récipients of ACISO 70%s attention. On the other hand, given
the paterpalisfic manner in which ACISO 70 was conducted, whether the -
community action aspects of this program and similar ACISC activities else-
where in Brazil will prosper or whether there will ve any sustained follow-np
remzains to be seen.
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