A-261 WCIASSIFID D/ - f5 W, M,

Depertmsnt of Stade V2w
g,

W0 ¢ BELEN, BRASTLIA, RECIFE, SA0 PAULO, 5%
o’
%

Amexbassy RI0 DE JANBIRO May O, 1960

Govermmant Suepends Thvoe Hmicipel Councils, Retives
Twalve Judicisry Officials
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1 (Paxd). The decwes gave mo vesson for this ection, Santos end Nowa
r( Iguagu wlveady wers under fedeynl intervention, snd ¢the prese weports

that Santarem also wes in this situetion, eithough the Exbesay hes

(@ no informetion to confimm this.

On the same day, the President decwesd the compulscry retirement undew
IA-5 of two state jJulges, six judges of ths lsbowr court, two fedsyal
attomeys, @ public defender end @ cowrd clewk. The persons

affected are unkntm to the Esbasay.
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AsConsul, BELEN February 20, 1969
PREFEITO OF SANTAREM, PARL MURDERED

Qur Airgram N°3 dtd Sept 2k, 1966 to Rio

Santarem, the second largest city in Para ans the scene of the
but bloody attempt of Federal Deputy Harolde Veleso
and friends to foreibly revlace ousted MPB prefeito Elias Pinteo
in office last Septesmber, was once again the scene of blood-
letting. On February 15, 1969 the acting prefeito, AWENA Eli-
naldo Barbosa dos Santos, was shot to death by Severino Frazao,
a former municipal employee, who was in turn
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from Belem the same day and he has yet to return from Santarem
and yet to issue any report on the incident. There is some talk
that tiis killing may be related to previous events, but this
seems unlikely in view of the eyewitnesses' statements.
Because of the Surmoil that has resulted from the various incidents,
the majority opinion in Belem is that a federal interventor, prefer-
ably an active army officer, should be appoluted by the President
to straighten out the municipal govermment oi' Santarem. It is
reported, however, that the Minister of Labor, Jarbas rassarinho,
is against federal intervention and has lined up Uovernor Alacid
Nunes on nis side. Their thinking is that ARENA could probably
win the muniecipal elections scheduled for Santares in March of
this year, but thet if a federzl interventor is appointed and
elections postponed, the MPB would probably be able o regroups
mmmuu,ormm,mermfumm
in the state of Para. GOFLZ
UNCLASS
ce: ARA/LA/BR, Wash., D.C.
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~TJ*CT: Tronuble "rupts in Santarem

Dates September 2L, 1568

3 : Telem's Telegran 428 of Septe ber 23, 1968

T™e state of Fara, outside of its modern capital of Delem, is still very much
back in the days of the frontier. Land barons still hold away in rural areas
and Indiane stlill attack and kill seitlers who penetrate taeir territory. The
2¢ifficulties which eru;ted in Santarem last week are more of the same.

The state of Para is decidedly ARENA, but Santerem, the second largest city

in the state and its surrounding area went DB in the last elections and Llias
Pinto, ., was elected prefeito. Thi. has always rankled with the AubiA
Governor, Alacid Nunes, and taere was ill-concealed rejoicing wuen the Tribumal
de Contas found considerable irregularities in the handling of Santares munieci-
pal funds and flias Pinto and uls vice-prefeito were mpeaﬂod.h'on office in
December, 1967. Pinto, however, is very popular in tue Santarem area and there
has been considerable feeling generated throughout the state concerning his
suspension. Matters became compliceted when a local jud e in Obidos ruled that
Pinto could be restored to office and the state hurriedly appealed to the judi-
clary to over rule this decision.
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The Covernor, who has postponed visiting Sagt.u'-m for these many months decided
he had to visit the city and went to Santarem on Tuesday, September °Lth. While
there he heard of the plans of llaroldo Veloso, ARENA federal deputy fron rars
to aesist "lias Pinto to take the prrfeitura by force if necessary and therely
restore Pinto to office., The Coverner sent for additional reinforcements of

‘ ‘Alitary Police from Relem, vhich arrived in Santarem on the same plane as

Veloso, got himself out of townm before the trouble began, and aprarently left
1 strict orders with the local police delegado th:t under no circumstances were
. V.loso and Pinto to be allowed to take the prcfeitura. friday aftesrnoon

September 20th, things came to a hegd. Pinto took to the air at about 14130
hours inviting the people of Santarem %o march with him on the prefeitura.

At 16130 Veloso and Pinto with upwards to one thousand partisans (the figure
differs with each eyewitnese rpt) marched on the building. The delsgado called
for the crowd to stop and had the assembled troops fire into the air. Wwhen the
crowd did not stop he had the troops open {ire on the mob, none of whom accord=
ing %o best inforwation now available were armed. Tnree persous were killed
outright and four wounded, included deputy Veloso. IThe remainder scattered.

Veloso, who 1s a retirecd brigaceiro in the Air rorce, received immediate as-
slstance from FAB which flew a special plane to Santarem to bring him first teo
Belem and then took him to kio for specialized medical treatment. rinto took
refuge in a hospital in Santarem wacre nis doctor caild ne was siowing symptoms
of a heart conditiom and could not be disturbed. .idlitary Police then rin; ed
the building to prevent his escape, but escape he did in the middle of nigit
and he is now in hidin; in Telem. R,portedly he moves from one friend's home
to amother several times a day. The Governor has caused an officilal inquiry
to he started into the matter and hegun a campaign of justifying his actions
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ening those of Veloso and Pinto.

Although most state and ARFHNA leaders in Para havc come out ,in solidarity with
thcm.hilandthenutmpolic-uumm&ntmhanmtm»
vell received by the bulk of the population. They feel that the repression was
overly severe. Tuis has been stremgthensed Ly rumors (unsubstantiated) that a
mumber of persons including “‘eloso besides being shot were also bayoneted.

This abortive attempt apoarently just one more step in a concertcd campaign by
Veloso to embarrass the Governor and the ma<e a nane for almself. Long a very
controversial charactes, Veloso's first claim to fame was nis sin le-handed
abortive (and ajain comic opera) atiempt in 1958 to cverthrow the Kubitscuek
regime, Later restored to the air Foree he rose to the rank of brigadeiro on
retirement and became imterealed in politics, in westerp Para. Although ARENA,
he has always been close to rinto and the DD in Santarem and has been working,
he reports, to try to sclve the Jantarem crisis snd imduce rimto and/or otier
DB leaders in the area to become a part of ARENA, albsit unsuccessfully. de
also served as relator to the congressional commititee (CrI) investigeting land
m.utmmmmmmmmuu«tommuvmwgu. It
he be Governor of the st.nta of Pura and

ticket _should he be unable to obtain tne ARENA nomination. In his bid for power

in Para he has, of course, mafoulofthcﬁnvarmranlothera\ﬂmleadmo

He had the Jovernor submit testimony to the CPI conceraing the 1:nd in Para

held by foreigners and has since tried to use this testimony, which was favor-
to the large American companies holding land here, to blacken the Governor's

reputation with local nationaliste and the common people of the state,

This is probably one situatioa which will not be allowed to die. The Governor

must, if he iz to come out of the crisis with a wwole hide, insist that Pimte,

Veloso and sssociates bhe prosecuted. It i3 also his ome change to byeak the

hold of that factien om the western part of the state and people who know him

say he will pursue the matter to the bitter end. On the other hand both Veloso

and Pinto have large popular followings and Veloneo has close persomal conncctioms
Air Force and in Congress.

in the
In the meantime, Santarem remeins quiet under  lilitary Police contyol.

ee: Brazil Desk UHCLASSIYTED

mt: Hational remifications of this imcident

this case as mitwmmmm.mnmmm
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SURJFCTs  Trouble "rupts in Santarem
RFF : Telem’s Telegran 428 of Septe ber 23, 1968

The state of }'ar;, outside of 1ts modern capital of lh].'-. is still very musch
back in the days of the frontier. Land barons still hold away in rural areas
and Indians still attack and kill seftlers who penetrate taeir territory. The
difficulties which eru;ted in Santarem last week are more of the same.

The state of Para is decidedly ARENA, but Sentarem, the second largest city

in the state and its swrounding area went DB in the last elections and Llias
Pinto, .18, was elected prefeito. Thi. has slways ranikled with the AubiA
Governor, Alacid Nunes, and tacre was ill-concealed rejoicing wuen the Tribunal
de Contas found considerable irregularities in the handling of Santarea wunici-
pal funds and blias Pinto and uls vice-prefeito were suspended from office in
December, 1967. Pinto, however, is very popular in tue Santarem area and there
has been considerable feeling generated throughout the state concerning his
suspensiocn. !Matters became complicated when a local jud e in Obddos ruled that
Pinto could be restored to office and the state hwrriedly appealed to the jJudi-
clary to over rule this decisiomn.

The Oovernor, who has postponed visiting Sagt.ax'-n for these many months decided
he had to visit the city and went to Santarem on Tuiesday, September 2hth. Whjle
there he heard of the plans of ilaroldo Veloso, ARENA federal deputy from Fara
to assist "lias Pinto to take the pr<feitura by force if necessary and thereby
restore Pinte to office., The Covernor sent for sdditional reinforcements of
'Mlitary Police from Relem, vhich arrived in Santarem on the same plane as
Veloso, got himself out of town before the trouble begamn, and apparently left
strict orders with the local police delegado th:t under no circumstances were
Voloso and Pinto to be allowed to take the prefeitura. Ffriday

September 20th, things came to a head. Pinto took to the air at about 14130
hours inviting the people of Santarem to march with him on the prefedtura.

At 16330 Veloso and Pinto with upwards to one thousand partisans (the figure
differs with each eyewitnese rpt) marched on the building. The delegade called
for the crowd to stop and had the assembled troops fire into the air. When the
crowd did not stop he had the troops open fire on the mob, none of whom accord=
ing to hest information now avallable were armed. Tnree persons were killed
cutright and four wounded, included deputy Velose. The remainder scattersd.

Veloso, who is a retircd brigaceire in the Air rorce, received immediate as-
sistance from FAB which flew a epecial plane to Santarem to bring hin first te
Belem and then took him io lido_for speclalised medical treatment. iinto took
refuoge in a hospital in Santarem wacre his doctor said ne was showing aymptoms
of & heart condition and could not be disturbed. .dlitary Police them rin;ed
the building to prevent his escape, but ¢scape he did in the middle of nigit
and he is now in hidin; in Tielem. R,portedly he moves from one friend's home
to another several times a day. The GCovernor has caused an official inquiry
to he started into the matier and hegun a campaipgn of justifying nis actions
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Although most state and ARFIA leaders in Para havc come out,in solidarity with
the Governor, his and the military police actions in Santavem have not besn as
well received by tie bulk of the population. They feel that the repression was
overly severe. This has been strengthencd by rumors (unsubstantiated) that a
number of persons including “eloso besides being shot were also bayoneted.

This abortive attempt apoarently just cne more step in a concerted campaign by
Veloso to embarrass the Governor and the ma<e a nane for almeelf. Long a very

controversial character, Veloso's first claim to fame was nis sin le~handed
abortive (and atain comic opera) attempt in 1958 to overthrow the Kubitscuek
regime. later restored to the air Foree he rose to the rank of trigadeiro on
retirement snd became imterealed in politics, in westerp Fara. Although ARENA,
be hes always been close to rinto and §he DB in Senterem and has been working,
to solvs the Jantarem crisis and induce rinto and/or otaer
area to become a part of ARENA, albsit unsuccessfully. e
also served as relator %o the congressional commitiee (CrI) investigating land
sales to foreigners and has besm using the comnittec %o nis own advantages. It
is an open secrci that he would like to be Governor of the stat: of Pura and
reportedly arrangepents have been mede for him tv run for Governor on the DB
ticket should ne be unable to obtain tae ARENA nomination. In his bid for power
& ha the UGovernor and other ARENA l-udql.
He the CPI concerning the l.und in Para
held by foreigners and hes since tried to use this testimony, which was favor~
able to the large American companies ing land here, to blagken the Governor's
reputation with local nationslists end the common people of the state,

This is probably one pituation which will not be allowed to die, The Governor

must, 4f he is to come out of the crisis with a w'ole hide, insist that Pimto,

Veloso and sseociates be prosecuted. It is slgo his ome chance to break the

hold of that faction on the western part of the state and people who know him

say he will pursue the mstter to the bitter emd. On the other hand both Velose

Pinto have large popular followings and Velohso has close parsomal comunecctions
Alr Force and in Congress.
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the meantime, Santarem remains quiet under ‘lilitary Police control.




