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The Medici government has had considerable
success in dealing with gne ol its most oressing
problems, the wurban terrorism that has plagued
Braail for the past three years. Incidents such as
the abduction a1 foreign officials have recewved
public attentior and wide publicity abroad, but in
fact the over-all level ol terronsm has Gropped
sharply since Madicy camae to power.

The tertarists haye never constituled mere
a0 3 small astion of the popuiation, wiih ther
| rank and file coming 1argely from former student
activists, intelteztuals, and radical members of the
Cathalic ¢lergy. Tactical knowledge i3 often sup-
plied by cashiered military and police and even by
professional hoodiums. Many of the leaders o.l the




Lamarca‘'s Popular Revolutionary Vanguard
(VPR) has been in the forelroat of the terrorist
movement; it ‘ook part in the adductian of the
Japanese consul general 1ast Marca, the West Ger-
man ambassador in June, and the Swiss ambassa-
dor in December. RO R

The military and givilian secLrity forces have
declared war on the terrarists and are sctermine
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