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SBKfECTs Alleged Torture by Government Officials

BATE: Saturday, February 28* X970

FlACEi Beach

PARTICIPANTS % Miller K c Henson-, Jr„, Scientific Attache
Three Students

<

On Saturday» F e t e r y  2B> X was contacted: fegr ©& engineering 
student _ friend &t mine whom I have carefully cultivated for 
the past 2 1/4 years, Ha has been a most reliable contact 
and is head of' it loc&l lnf*or£sal scientific club with meisbers 
from all or the Rio and Petropolis diversities,, l‘he student 
me&feera range from undergraduate juniors to graduate students 
about ready to reeeive their doctomtea*

He -said he wanted to welcome me feacZt x-rom home leave and that 
he had a couple or nfrtends51 who wanted to. talk to «&• W& 
agreed to get together at a mutually t o m  ideation- on one 
of the local beaches a When they arrived* i*t turned out: that 
one o’? the boys was one of* those who waa among the group Bho 
iset with me %x$ jf̂ etyoĵ ols.s shortly after the Ajshas-sador^s1' ~~ 
s M n e t & m  (see Meracon oT 12 Sept 1$6% Suhjt Political Condi- 
cions £. Participants 1 S0X&TT and about 13 university students) 
He v?as still going by the name.. Sergio* hut neither of the * 
hoys would give me their last names * fee second indiv idual 
called himself Paulo*

According to Sergio* he was picked up fey the "military police11 
xn iiovesiber* after 1 left on het&e leave« When finally
released he s?a*s not able to identify how long he had been 
held by the police * His parents and friends; told him timt 
he had disappeared for almost a month. According to him. he 
m s  picked up and interrogated in a reasonably civilised" 
manner for about 12 days, at the end of i?hich time he wa-s 
placed ia a closed van and transferred to another location.
He w  usaafcle to identify with certainty tftere that second 
vocation was* h&t he ^aid he thought it was Kell out in the : 
suourbs because of the length of t i m e  it took to get there. 
Once vhere> a military Q f f % cer' asked him again if he ôi.ild
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care to make a voluntary deposit!on concerning his terrorist 
activities, When he declined on the grounds that he had not 
been involved such activities., the officer expressed 
regret and left him« That night the heatings commenced«
He said he had no idea how long or how many times he was 
beaten., as there were teams of three who. did it for what 
seemed "an. eternity11* tefortunately^ from his point of 
v i e w *  they did it m  e:spertXy that he never completely lost 
consciousness throughout the whole orSeal* As proof to 
substantiate his story., he lowered his trousers" and shot-red 
me a massive resolving hematoma in the lower right groin 
area* which was: an ugly-looking thing indeed* Subsequent 
checking with E>r* Scheer indicated that it was possible -that 
a massive tasise of this sort could take four .months or even 
longer to resolve itself*

Sergio is about.. 5 * 1 0 ,r to- 6 * 0 U t a l l ,  fair-complected and sandy-haired<, He. could well fee an Anglo^BraziXian from 
appearance* a&clclaims have studied physics under iLeite- Lopes« He speaks perfect English and appears to be totally bilingual« ;■ ' . ' s
The second boy*.;who called himself Paulo* apparently encoun­
tered rather more.; refine.d operators. He claims that he'Mm 
picked up in la$^/ January and after., a 'very-short period''of 
questioning similarly transferred to an unknown location 
where^he was placed in solitary confinement«- According to 
him* it was a small room n o  more than 3  x  '6'''meters wit? a 
very high ceiling, A barred window had beeh: hoarded over - 
leaving just sufficient lighting to barely make out the con­
tours of the ropm» Once placed •$& solitary confinement., he 
says he was .given no solid food but \dnly water and neve if; 
permitted to see: or hear a»y other huiuan; The coll was 
crawling with cockroaches and other irfoiehas,{ * He* too. 
claims to have lost track of time* hut aceo^din% to his 
friends he disappeared £or only a week«. -said he worked . 
mathemacxcs proliplems ih head 'co tr^y■ and' keep from dweXl^nrr 
on the stench of his w f &  wastes and the bugs* When he fane ^ T  
to provide -aiiy usefe& Information after the solitary treatment, 
he was released With the admonition .to foe more careful who he ' 
picked for his friends« ̂ ■ ' - .

Paulo i s  a smalfer (§* ~ 5 5 6ir)> mthm'  3ark* typically  
foxc«si3txi«^ hoy ws-ch a ^inaH mus'-vache« He claims to have been 
an mgineefi&g .:$tude*x& at Bio* and speaks only broken Ensilsh. 
preferring to speak to  Portuguese*
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My ps. contacc ^ho 3.iiijJi'Qdu.c0<2 iii@ to the two bo^rs above
indicated^ uh&j/ I wĉ ijld not fee a ole to :niG..6*c> again with several. 
'Ô  £he i se-len&a I had p^e^ic&isly made Sm  the group; lie lie acts 
uptt £ho reason* * *•..*. iGhegr add &,ot ®sl$fct to subject themselve s 
yo. ■'Ghe danger o:c such treatment and had gone nineomunlcado!r * 
When. I asked him i t  their f^ars were. Juatifteble. he s i m l v  
shrugged his shew M m m  and said* “Who knows? In B r a s U  these 

each individtJsfcE has to t̂o= what he thinks best»15 When 
I inquired S & & 0 ® .  and Paulo wanted, to tell me these thinps, 
Seirgxo Mp&&e&*- u¥ q  know we- can trvast you- and we want to be 
sii2?e $*on. 3-Cans 2 ? e l e n o w  wnat &&■ jgoinfi* on Ihe^e xn 
Brazil* ■' •. ' '
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