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(U) This IR (iscusses an irfluential officer's firm belief that the
MEDICL Administration has embarked Brazil on a course of viable

husiasm during our coniersation
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political element in Bragzilian society.

but he . is awere of the need for escape valves in ccntemporar% "
societies, ard recognizes such an outlet in responsible politics,

Source also said that MEDICI was often shocked by the outrageous way
in which the lezte President treated politicians,
concluded thet it was possible to reconcile the need.for cleansing the
deplorable pre-1964 brand of destructive political chlcanerg |
meaningful dialogue designed to sustain the dignity, motivation, and
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public st&nding of the political clags.

2, (U) In source’s view, the President has established his polltical
leadership with rare courage and wisdom. Even though most military
officers oppose the concept of active duty personnel engaging in
partisan politics, he said, some of the older and more senionr

' lindividuals tend to flirt with the idea., He attributed this to a

! jdesire to postpone both the eclipse from prominence and the loas of

'« jifringe benefita that occur with retirement., Still another factor is

- fthat senior area commanders pecome deeply involved locally and often

- Jare wooed by embitious -politicians; In some cases, politicians know
before hand that the 1dcal commander has neither the desire nor the

’ capability to gain office but launch trial balloons in his behalf any=
: in order to gain the senior military man®s support for their own
po tical designs. The above combinations confronted President MEDICI
with military trial balloons in almost every state, . The following are
but a few exarples: : .

Guanabara .
Genera.l SISENO Sarmento s> CG, lst Army

Rio de Janeiro:

Colonel ‘Francisco Homem de CARVAIHO, Army Genera.l Staff and
Forme:.r State Secretary of Secur:l.ty

Minas Gerais :
General ITIBERE Gouvea o Amaral , CG Yth Military Region

Rio Grands do Norte ' .
General Dioscoro Gonecalves, VALE CG, l?.th Military Regn.on

Rio Gra.nde do Sul -
- Colonel I:eo Guedes ETCHEGOYEN, President”s Milita.ry Staff
Ma.ra.rﬁxa.o

.Colonel Iauro Rooca DIEGUEZ President"s Military Staff

T o T ke | Ane” A bt

. Parana
General I‘lorimr CAMPEILO, CG, 5th Division Art,z.llery
General Jose Campos de' ARAGAO, CG, 5th Militamy Region

LA L ‘the President ignored all such efforts a.nd did
' -I not endorse a single active duty officer for office, Moreover; he 1 .
chose civillan politicians over much safer (in military terms) cendi-|-
dates who ppssessed impressive military credentiels, In this.category
he listed the President?s cholce of Congressman Leon PERES over
Senator (ani retired General) Ney BRAGA in Parana, and of Congressman|
PADITHA over Senator (and retired Marshal) Paulo TORRES in Rio de ~

J a.neiro States -

(8) The officer who supplied most of the basis for this report is
but one of wany who have pointed out that the President ignored the
enerally known political gerei‘erences of three of the four Army
ommanders. One of them, General CANAVARRO of the 2nd Army in Sao
i Paulo, is especially close to the Presldent and 1s known to have air-
ed his views in very candld Lashion on several occasions. Ho was
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bitterly opposed to the man chosen by MEDICI - Laudo NATEL - and was |®°° %™
Joined In his opposition by almost every.general officer of the Sao
Paulo Garrison., Notwithstanding those pressures - which were fanned
by incumbent Governor SODRE and most traditional Sao Paulo
politicians - the President stuck to his guns. In Guanabara, Rio de
Janeiro, and Minas Gerais States, all within General SYSENO!s
jurisdiction, SYSENO has confirmed to me that he deplores the
presidential cholces in all three states. Moreover, reliable
presidential staff sources say that SYSENO personaliy asked President
MEDICI for the Guanabara slot for himself. ~The final 4-star General
to.challenge presidential judgment was General CANDAL, 4th Army CG,
who reportedly manifegted such vitriolic objection.to Governor- -
designate GUEIROS for Pernambuco State that GUEIROS threatened not

1 §Lo run and the President personally reprimanded. General CANDAL,

e (U) Aside from sustained dialogue with politicians and firmness ' !
iin favoring a substantial number of the political class with ‘
gubernatorial nods, source ide%tified other MEDiCI actions designed .
to establish a solid base for decent democracy .. He cited the

following: . . : :

8 Reopening of State»Legisiatures.

b. Selection of an opposition politjcian as the candidate for -
Governor in militarily sensitive Guanabara Stateo

Co Moderetion in the application of Institutional Act No,' 5
against politJCians.

- do Emergence of an electoral code which requires parties to
. jnominate three candidates for every available office in the 15

1 fNovember 1970 elections., This provision will provide ample - |
4 jopportunity for any qualified Citiqen with political ambition and

ik off%rs prospects for infusions of new blood into the political

1 {system. : .

: e.. Appearance before Congress of cabinet officers in an attempt
Jto dignify and reinforce one of the most important aspects of
Jdemocratic executive=legislative relationships.’

B £, Agreement by the Executive Branch (Justice Minister) to
# Alconvene.the Human Rights Commission in response to pleas by.the
jé,fnnnority party leadership end others opposed to the governmento

4§ g Moderation by the Executive in connectlon with the steady
&stream of provocative diatribes by Bishop HELDER Camara.

bl In31s1ence by the Pre31dent in following the Constitutional
& Vision that; this Fall's elections for federal, state, and

E cipal legislatures be accomplished through direct popular vote.

i §In furtherance of this determination, he has refrained from any
jinvolvement by the Executive in the selection of candidates, More=-
‘Ever, it is Likely that MEDICI will exercise a close check on

itary officers who become overly concerned with local electoral
contests and the participating candidates. ’

. i, Firm action by the President and Justice Minister in
‘tresponding to political pressures for an jnvestigation of the
*thorious Vigilente~type "Death Squedrons .
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on charges of political dissent. Source said that the fact thet
military courts have thrown out cases involving such notoriously
anti-government and pro-left radicals as journalists Antonio CALIADO

and Enio SILVEIRA confirms the growing tolerance toward polltical
opposition..

k. Mention also was made of the apundent criticism of the
government appearing in dally news media.

COMMENT s CG% Source shares a clearly discernible convictlon among
broad areas of tle officer corps that the 1964 Revolution now has
the economic breathlng room and a President with sufficient popular
identification to permit giving serious attention to the political
system. There appéars to be a belief that the morass of corruption,
subversion, and ineffectiveness of the political status quo ante
(1964) has been adequately cleansed and that the moment 1S g
opportune for positive actions in political terms., It would be
rudent, however, to conclude that there 1is any room in the
democratic openlngs mood for the likes of Dom EELDLR Camara.,
Miguel ARRAES; Marcio Moreira ALVES, Joao GOULART, Juscelino
KUBITSCHEK, Leonel BRIZOLA etc, Sources generally attach certain

; qualiflcations to the "new breed" of politician:

Y University-level education.

b. Preferably in the 30-U45 age gI,oup;
co Tested in public administﬁation or private sector management,
d; Preferably uninvolved with past partisan politics.

€. . Demonstrated concern for the welfare of society as a whole
rather. than narrow or corrupt self-interest.

f.  Divorced from‘conflictaof—interests temptations,
Responsible in terms of constructive rather than destructive

to tolérate past demagoguery, particularly in areas in which such
1rresponsib11ity might have a negative bearing on economic or
security situations.
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" j« The substantial numbere of 1ndiv1duals abeolved by Lh@ courts‘

e
publlc statements and actions. ' There appears to be little disposition

(Loave Blank)




