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public standing o f the p o lit ic a l class»1
2o (U) In source8s view, the President has established his p o lit ic a l 
leadership with rare courage and wisdom«,1 Even though most m ilitary 
o ffice rs  oppose the concept o f active duty personnel engaging in  
partisan p o lit ic s , he said, 3orae o f the older and more senior 
individuals tend to f l i r t  with the idea» He attributed th is to  a 
desire to postpone both the eclipse from prominence and the loss o f 
fringe benefits that occur with retirement. S t il l  another factor is  
that senior area commanders become deeply involved lo ca lly  and often 
are wooed by ejnbitious 'p o litic ia n s; In some cases, p o liticia n s know 
before hand that the lo ca l commander has neither the desire nor the 
capability to gain o ffic e  but launch t r ia l balloons in  his behalf any' 
way, in  order to gain the senior m ilitary man8s support fo r  their own 
p o lit ica l designso The above combinations confronted President MEDICI 
with m ilitary t r ia l balloons in  almost every state<> The following, are 
but a few exanples;

Guanabara
General SYSENQ Sarmento, CG, 1st Army 
Rio de Janeiro
Colonel Francisco Homem de CARVALHO, Army General S taff and 

Former State Secretary o f Security . .
Minas Gerais ;
General ITIBERE Gouvea do Amaral, CG, 4th M ilitary Region

i Rio Grande do Norte
General Dioscoro Gonçalves, VAIE, CG, 12th M ilitary Region
Rio Grande do Sul
Colonel leo  Guedes ETCHEGOYEN, President®s,M ilitary S taff 
Maranhao
Colonel Iauro Rocca DIEGUEZ, P residents M ilitary S taff 
Parana
General Plorimar CAMPELLO, CG, 5th Division A rtillery  
General Jose Campos de-ARAGAO, CG, 5th M ilitary 50X1,HI

(L oa yo Qtank)

MINT

1 |the President ignored a l l  such e ffo rts  and die.
not endorse a single active duty o ffic e r  fo r  o ffic e . Moreover, he 
chose c iv ilia n  p o litic ia n s over much safer (in  m ilitary terms) candi 
dates who possessed impressive m ilitary credentials.; In th is . category ■ 
he lis te d  the P residents choice o f Congressman Leon PERES over 
Senator (and retired  General) Key BRAGA in  Parana., and o f  Congressman 
PADILHA over Senator (and retired  Marshal) Paulo TORRES in  Rio de 
Janeiro State«' - -
3 .’ The cfficer  who supplied most o f the basis fo r  th is report is
but one o f many who have pointed out tliat the Pre sident ignored the 
generally known p o lit ic a l preferences o f three o f  the four Army 
Commanders* Otne o f them, General CANAYARRO o f ths 2nd Army in  Sao 
Paulo, is  especia lly  close to  the President and is  known to have a ir ­
ed his views in  very candid fashion on several occasions® He was



■■ ' » i l i i l i i i i ' 1 •... V v J  ■ . .
Iff! fill
ill

I *)p

tali|I jii;

Win

tii n.

'ift;.
!!!!!” Hill 
|i iiii};

il lir il®‘! tif: :«ih! i fiiifiduihih;i.v

!

f©I.A_(b)'(3) - 10 use 424.- DIA, NRO and NGa‘ •

CON T (NU A T I OH SHE ET CONFIDENTlAir

(Ctaoolilcation and Control MtrkinQa)

■V

f
V.!
ffi
Iiii
iiii'

. 1

b itte r ly  opposed to the man chosen by MEDICI « Laudo NATEL -  and was 
joined in  his opposition by almost every general o ffic e r  o f the Sao 
Paulo Garrison«, Notwithstanding those pressures -  which were fanned 
by incumbent Governor SODKE and most traditional Sao Paulo 
p olitician s -  the President stuck to his guns.’ In Guanabara, Rio de 
Janeiro, and Minas Gerais States, a l l  within General SYSENQ8s 
ju risd iction , SYSENO has confirmed to me that he deplores the 
presidential choices in  a ll  three states. Moreover, reliab le  
presidential s ta ff sources say that SYSENO personally asked President 
MEDICI fo r  the Guanabara slot fo r  him self. The fin a l 4 -star General 
to.challenge presidential judgment was General CANDAL, 4th Army CG, 
who reportedly manifested such v it r io lic  ob jection .to  Governor^ 
designate GUEIROS for  Pernambuco State that GUEIROS threatened not 
to  run and the President personally reprimanded. General CANDAL,
4. (U) Aside from sustained dialogue with p o liticia n s and firmness 
in  favoring a substantial number o f the p o lit ic a l class with 
gubernatorial nods, source id en tified  other MEDICI actions designed 
to establish a so lid  base fo r  decent democracy1,. He cited  the 
follow ing: ■ ,

a. Reopening o f State Legislatures,
b. Selection o f an opposition p o litic ia n  as the candidate for 

Governor in  m ilita rily  sensitive Guanabara State,;
c. Moderation in  the application o f Institu tional Act No, 5 

against p o liticia n s,'
d. Emergence o f an electoral,code, which requires parties to 

nominate tliree candidates fo r  every available o ffic e  in  the 15 
November 1970 election s. This provision w ill provide ample 
opportunity fo r  any qualified  citizen  with p o lit ic a l ambition and 
o ffers  prospects for  infusions of, new blood into the p o lit ic a l 
system,

* ' i
e. Appearance before Congress o f cabinet o ffice rs  in  an attempt 

to dignify and reinforce one o f the most important aspects o f 
democratic executive »leg isla tive  relationships,'

fii Agreement by the Executive Branch (Justice M inister) to 
convene, the Human Rights Commission in  response to pleas by the 

Sminority party leadership and others opposed to the government,
g„ Moderation by the Executive in  connection with the steady 

stream o f provocative diatribes by Bishop HELDER Camara,
h.i Insistence by the President in  follow ing the Constitutional 

rovision  that th is F a ll8s elections fo r  federal, state, and
jimunicipal legislatures be accomplished through direct popular vote, 
Jin furtherance o f  th is determination, he has refrained from any 
involvement by the Executive in  the selection  o f candidates. More­
over, i t  is  lik e ly  that MEDICI w ill exercise a close check on 
m ilitary o ffice rs  who become overly concerned with lo ca l e lectora l 
contests and thQ participating candidates,

t
i .  Firm action by the President and Justice Minister in 

responding to p o lit ic a l pressures for an investigation o f the 
notorious vigilante-type Death Squadrons .

(L covo  Btenk)
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j .  The substantial numbers o f individuals absolved by the courts 
on charges o f p o lit ic a l dissent® Source said that the fact that 
m ilitary courts have thrown out cases involving such notoriously 
anti-government and p ro -le ft radicals as journalists Antonio CALIADO 
and Enio S1LYEIRA confirms the growing tolerance toward p o lit ic a l . 
opposition».

k. Mention also was made o f the abundant criticism  o f the 
government appearing in  daily news media«,
COMMENT; Source shares & clearly  discernible conviction among
broad areas o f the p ffic e r  corps that the 1964 Revolution now has 
the economic breathing room and a President with su fficien t popular 
iden tification  to permit giving serious attention to the p o lit ica l 
system. There appears to be a b e lie f that the morass o f corruption, 
subversion, and ineffectiveness o f the p o lit ic a l status quo ante 
(1964) has been adequately cleansed and that the moment' is  ’ 7
opportune fo r  positive actions in  p o lit ic a l terms« It  would be 
imprudent, however, to  conclude that there is  any room in  the 
democratic openings" mood for  the lik es o f DomHECBILDER Camara,

Miguel ARRAEŜ  Marcio Moreira  ALVES, Joao GOULART, Juscelino 
KUBITSCHEK, JLeonel BRIZOLA, e tc . Sources generally .attach certain 
qualifications to the "new breed o f p o litic ia n :

, a. U niversity-level education. ,
bo Preferably in  the 30-45 age group.
Co Tested in  public administration or private sector management.
d. Preferably uninvolved, with past partisan p o lit ic s .
e. Demonstrated concern fo r  the welfare o f society as a whole 

rather than narrow or corrupt se lf-in terest.
f .  Divorced from con flic t-o f-in te rests  temptations.
g. Responsible in  terms o f constructive rather than destructive 

public statements and actions. 1 There appears to be l i t t le  disposition  
to tolerate past demagoguery, particu larly in  areas in  which such 
irresp on sib ility  might have a negative bearing on economic or 
security situations.
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