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1, We called on Esteves to follow up ou r previous conversation, at which 
the NOVACAP Chief Architect bad offered a plot of land 79x93 m e t e r s for 
the Ambassador 's residence. (After this development, Brasi l ia was inform
ed by the Department that hinds were not available to purchase the property 
that we hoped, and hope, to acquire and Brasi l ia was requested to seek an 
exchange of the original s i te purchased for the Ambassador* & residence 
in 1960 for the proposed new si te—see State 26313.) 
2, Mr. Okun opened the talk by telling Esteves that, while we much ap
preciated his efforts, the 70x93 mete r plot at the base of the proposed 
subdivision was not large enough for our Ambassador 's residence and 
that we s t i l l wished to acquire the entire plot, which i s 93x130 m e t e r s . 
Esteves said that he had no objection to the U. S. Government purchasing 
foe entire plot but that in any case the public road which entered the sub
division would have to remain and that the furthest he coald withdraw this 
road towards the front of this plot would be another 20 m e t e r s , i . e p r o 
viding u s with a 90x93 m e t e r possible plot. 
3, A length/ discussion ensued concerning the need for this road and 
the reasons why it had to go so far into the future subdivision. Esteves 
explained that the road was of vital importance to him a s architect and 
overseer of Bras i l ia ' s future development, and tost i t had to go a fair 
distance into the future subdivision so that toe 90x93 m e t e r plot would not 
overwhelm the smal le r plots at the front of the subdivision. Esteves said 
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2 that he would have no objection to the U. S. Government building one o r 

two houses on each of the o ther smel le r plots but that these plots could 
not be par t of the Ambassadorial si te because this would be out of keep
ing with the s imi la r subdivisions that were being made in that a r ea nea r 
the lake. Esteves said that al l of the other 93x130 (approximately) sub
divisions would have the public road running down toe middle and that if 
©or si te differed markedly from the o thers , the overal l nature of the a r ea 
would be changed and that the plan of Brasi l ia would be harmed. He said 
that he was already making a concession to shorten the public road within 
toe subdivision but that he could not pall i t back any farther. Therefore 
the 90x93 m e t e r plot was the largest s i te he could make available to u s . 
x 
4. Esteves said that toe aite we were discussing was s problem because 
it was not really where the Ambassador* s residence ought to be. In answer 
to our request for possible al ternatives, Esteves mentioned three poss i 
bil i t ies: (a) the a rea known a s the •'chacara** a r ea nea r the south peninsula, 
Esteves said that large t rac t s a r e available he re , but he readily acknowledged 
that tola was not so desirable an a rea because of i t s distance from the lake. 
On the o ther hand he pointed out that this a r ea i s c loser to the Embassy 
section of Brasi l ia , (b) Esteves said that he thought we could consider a 
suitable residence for the Ambassador on the land ac ross the road from 
our present chancery s i t e . He went on to say that he was not su re that 
this would be possible because i t would requi re Lucie Cos t s ' s approval, 
but that he would recommend this s i te , (c) The third a rea that he r ecom
mended was at the base of the residential axis (towards the a i rport ) , where 
he said NOVACAP was thinking of opening up a new section near the lake 
for large private homes. He was not at all su re whether this section would 
be opened up, and agreed that that section of the lake was not a part icularly 
desirable one. 
5. After much discussion of these three al ternat ives, we returned to the 
main si te under discussion. We explained to Esteves that a ise and location 
were essential considerations in choosing the s i te and that, a s he knew, 
the U. S. Government had purchased more than five yea r s ago a very la rge 
and attractive si te for the Ambassador* a residence only to have that s i te 
subsequently rendered unfeasible because of the University* s building plans. 
It was pointed out to Esteves that the s i te nea r the University was m o r e 
than twice the e lse of the a r e a he was now offering u s (90x93) and that our 
needs were st i l l for something la rger . 
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6. Esteves was sympathetic to this Use of reasoning and, with the blue
print that we had brought with us of the proposed site in front of him, 
began to seek some ways to enlarge our proposed s i te . He st i l l main
tained that he could not increase the si te at the front, i . e. towards the 
road, but he said he thought i t might be possible to expand the width of 
the s i te and perhaps to move it c lose r to the lake shore . After calling 
in severa l of his ass is tants , Esteves said there would be no problem in 
increasing the width from 93 to 100 m e t e r s and that he thought i t would 
be possible to expand the si te on the lake aide. He said that he was not 
su re how much land there was between the projected base of the si te and 
toe lake front. Mr. Oknn asked whether it would be possible for Esteves* s 
people to check this out a s soon as possible and Esteves said it would be 
easy to do so . He said that within a week o r so he would be able to tell 
u s how much land was available towards the lake, but that he was reason
ably su re that at least another 10 m e t e r s would be available which would 
give u s a 160x100 m e t e r plot. The proposed road at the front of toe plot, 
however, would remain. Mr. Oknn asked whether It would be possible, 
if toe soil on the lake side permitted, to think in t e r m s of going right down 
to the lake shore , and whether we could now think in t e r m s of at least 
100x100 m e t e r s being available to ua in the subdivision. Es teves did not 
reply to the first point bat was affirmative on the second. 
7. Our discussion ended at this point with mutual expressions of confidence 
that a suitable solution would fee found. We arranged to be in touch next 
week to learn toe resul t s of the survey regarding the amount of land avail
able between the present base of the subdivision and the lake front. 
8. Comment: Our talk which lasted for about an hour and a quar te r was 
friendly and Esteves seemed more relaxed and forthcoming than usual . 
In response to ou r question regarding the pr ice of the land, Esteves said 
that he had nothing to do with setting the pr ice for residential land, that 
this was done by the Economic Department of NOVACAP. It i s just a s 
well that we could not d iscuss pr ice with Esteves since, even if he had 
offered ua the entire subdivision, we a r e not at present in a position to buy It. 
9. We a r e st i l l reasonably confident that a suitable plot for the Ambassador- a 
future residence can be obtained in this subdivision--either the ent ire sub
division, o r enough of i t to provide an at t ract ive, unencumbered plot, The 
impasse over the public road should not be considered an insuperable 
obstacle. Our chief problem Is likely to be toe availability of funds to 
purchase the s i te , if and when i t i s offered. 
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