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En cualguier economia avan-
ada, tal como la nuestra, los
larios adquieren fundamen-
1 importancia; nos afectan
uy por encima de la preocu-

acién que pareceriamos evi-
enciar por ellos.
En cierto sentido. todo el|
undo *“compra salarios” con

ada adquisiciéon que hace. Lax
es cuartas partes de los ir-

resos en los Estados Unidos
presentan el pago d2l traba-
realizado por cuenta de ter-
0s. De manera que casi to-|

0s nosotros estamos en ambos
dos del intercambio de sa-
rios. d» un modo u otro.
Sabemos. en forma muy ge-

eral, que los salarios han
stado subiendo en este palis,
urante largo tiempo. pero es| |

vidente que los principios| £

conémicos que afectan ios
roblemas de salarios no son| |
ien entendidos. Acaso hoy
o se los entienda mejor ac

Por el doctor FLOYD A. HARPER
hasta 1946, tareas que debid
interrumpir ocasionalmente
durante ese periodo para
ocupar cargos vinculados a
su especialidad, como los de
investigador de la Junta Fo-
deral de Granjas, observador
de negocios del Banco de
Cooperativas y director dei
Departamento de Economia
Agricola de la Universidad
d> Puerto Rico.

Pertidario decidido de la
economia libre en contra de
toda forma de “dirigismo”.
el doctor Harper forma par-
te de la junta directiva de
la Fundacién para la Edu-
cacion Econdmica. institucion
creada en 1946 con el objeto
d» difundir las ventajas de
la propiedad privada. ¢l mei-
cado libre. el sistema de za-
nancias y pérdidas y la li-
mitacién de los poderes dei
gobierno.

Es autor de varios libros
y articulos de revistas. En-
tre los primeros se destacan,
“Libertad: un camino para

que se duplicaron dentro del
lapso de la vida de un obrero.

Segundo supuesto: Cual-
quiera que fuere la causa de
los crecientes niveles de sala-
rios durante el periodo prismi-
tivo, cuando el porcentaje de
obreros era insignificante, se
habria esperado la continua-
cién dé ese aumento; es mas:
se habria esperado un acel
ramiento en el incremento
el aumento del porcentaje
agremiacion a principios
siglo.

La realidad: La ve
del aumento en el nj
salarios de 1896 a 1916
nos de la mitad de
cincuenta anos ante

Tercer supuesto:
esperado el au
acentuado en el
larios precisamen
porcentaje de obr
dos acusaba su
cremento, —de
y luego haber
cuando aquel
bién se ecstaj

The largest newspaper in
all South America
— La Prensa — back in
business again now that
Dictator Perén no longer
dictates, is currently
reprinting serially the
twelve chapters of Harper’'s
Why Wages Rise.
The newly founded
libertarian organization
of the Argentine, CENTRO
DE DIFUSION DE LA
ECONOMIA LIBRE, will also
translate and widely circulate
FEE literature.
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the notion that should they concentrate on the
advancement of self, they would go to their
graves with their wisdom, leaving the world
no wiser for their personal accomplishment.
There appears to be nothing at all to this no-

tion. Any person who upgrades himself in
understanding and capacity to explain will
upgrade his environment. This happy result is
as inevitable as the balancing that takes place
between a negatively charged cloud and a

neighboring positively charged cloud. It is in
the nature of radiant energy. The fact that one

cannot predict how or when others will draw
on his “advanced” understanding is no reason

to lose faith that it will be done. Millions of
people today are continually drawing on a few
words spoken nearly two thousand years ago.

shortcomings of one’s adversaries, what re-

mains? There remains the one and only im-
portant task. It is that of presenting the
positive, of acquiring, as nearly as possible, a

superb competency in understanding, inter-
preting and explaining free market, private
property, limited government ideas and ideals,
and the moral principles which underlie this
philosophy.
® To those who fret about lack of time for the
self-improvement approach, let us suggest that
there may be no other way that has any speed
to it at all. There isn’t any point in hurrying
in the wrong direction. The sole consideration
that anyone should give to timing is, “How
rapidly can I become a source of libertarian
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] es entre nosotres cincola aumentar ecn forma similal
jected; that is, if these hypotheses are to be
adopted. No one else’s say-so will suffice.

® The second hypothesis—disparagement
only radiates evil —need not be deeply ex-

amined as to its effects on others. Name-calling,
ridiculing, contemptuous attitudes toward per-
sons embracing socialistic ideas do not attract
but rather repel them. Reverse the process
and merely imagine one with socialistic lean-
ings calling you “stupid.” Will you choose
such a person as your teacher? It seems obvi-

image.
® Why all of this ado about mere method?
Method, we contend, lies at the very root of
the libertarian solution. The will-to-power
method, collectivistic in all its implications and
now running riot, can be done away with only
as it is replaced with the strictly personal
searching-for-truth method. Indeed, if every-
one were to adopt the self-improvement meth-
od, dropping entirely the reform-of-others
method, there wouldnt remain a meddler
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