96 THE FREEMAN

wherein he knows the spiritual
satisfactions of being a self-di-
rected, free man. But no ‘“corner
of tranquillity” exists after preda-
tors, by violence or the inoculation
of deceiving ideas, have stolen
from individual persons their own
and, through sneaking and violent
devices of suppression, have closed
the avenues for private ownership
of property.

Control of Cultural Environment

Another human value 1is one
which no intelligent person, hav-
Ing once enjoyed, will surrender
willingly: the value derived from
being free to create the cultural
environment to which he and his
family will be exposed and within
which, patterns of thought, taste,
and character will be formed. This
value derives not alone from re-
specting his own thinking and
judgment, but from being free to
pursue them in the selection of
books, newspapers, magazines, fur-
nishings and decor, works of art,
radio and television programs,
other forms of entertainment, re-
ligious institutions, and methods
of education.

But this immeasurable human
value can be had only when nu-
merous 1ndividual persons are the
respective private owners of nu-
merous properties: newspapers,
publishing houses, churches,
schools, factories, radio and tele-

vision stations, theaters, mercan-
tile establishments, banks and
other financial institutions, and
countless items of machinery and
equipment.

The destiny of culture is the
destiny of the private ownership
of property.

The Means of Benevolencel

No attempt is being made here
to inventory all the human values
that are made possible by and are
dependent upon the private owner-
ship of property. Yet another
ought to be mentioned, because,
although not the most fundamen-
tal, 1t is the crowning, irradiating
capstone of the structure. It con-
sists of the coexistence of benevo-
lent impulses in the psyche of the
individual person and his private
ownership of the means by which
to materialize those impulses in
charitable giving. It is doubtful if
many of us have a fitting appre-
clation of the manifold, far-reach-
ing fruitfulness of that human
value, although its personal grati-
fications have been widely experi-
enced.

A reliable estimate based on
various records is that in 1963
gifts made by citizens and insti-
tutions of the United States to

I The data used in this section is taken
trom Senior Scholastic, December 9, 1964,

p. 8 et seq. and 1966 Reader’s Digest Al-
manac.
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philanthropic causes amounted to
more than ten billion dollars. The
varied purposes of those gifts em-
braced 1mmediate help to the
needy; religious activities; educa-
tion In many areas; projects in
art, literature, and other phases of
culture; health, medical, and hos-
pital care; scholarships, fellow-
ships, advanced studies and re-
search, and explorations in science.

Out beyond the realm of records
and statistics, In those areas
where countless kind persons ask
no credit and no acclaim, are the
continuing, numerous, silent gifts
of money and valuable things from
one to another.

Of the more than ten billion dol-
lars 1n traceable charity, gifts to-
talilng nearly eight billion dollars
were those of individual persons.
More than 50 million volunteer,
unpald persons, Including three
million of America’s business and
professional leaders, gave of theilr
time and energy to carry on the
benevolent services involved and
to do the soliciting and gathering
in of the gifts.

Nearly half of all this giving of
private property was done for the
support of churches and church-
related activities, including
church-affiliated hospitals. Anoth-
er 15 per cent of the gifts made
possible such welfare and educa-
tional activities as youth organiza-
tions, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and
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similar programs, commuhity
planning for various phases of bet-
terment, and projects for the pre-
vention of juvenile delinquency.
Fifteen thousand foundations,
endowed by gifts of private prop-
erty, made possible major philan-
thropic enterprises by their contri-
butions of 819 million dollars.
Twenty-four of those foundations,
the ones best known, having no
purpose other than to promote
through their benefactions the
well-being and progress of human
beings around the world, have as-
sets of over six billion dollars.
The existence of numerous pri-
vate schools and colleges, where
independence of political controls
and pressure groups can be re-
tained, and religious and cultural
1deals and disciplines can be main-
tained, 1s made possible only by
gifts of private property. In the
fiscal year, 1963-1964, 35 of the
pbetter known colleges and univer-
sities of our country received gifts
totaling 343 million dollars. But
numerous other colleges and uni-
versities received gifts. The total
of all gifts of private property to
education 1n one form or another
in the year 1963 has been esti-
mated to have been over one bil-
l1on, seven hundred million dollars.
The contorted mind of the com-
munist can only sneer at all this
fruitage of human values from the
private ownership of property. He




