WG on Domestic Workers’ Issues

Convener’s Report - 24.3.2011

As discussed in the last NAC meeting, the Bill on Protection of Women in the Workplace piloted
by the wcp Ministry is now in the Parliamentary Standing Committee. The Bill as it stands
excludes domestic workers and includes Clause 14 (yoy may recall this “chilling clayse” from
women’s standpoint). Shri Oscar Fernandes, mp, Rajya Sabha, is the Chair. Written and oral
répresentations are invited on the Bill. Farah has been arranging for the National Domestic
Workers’ Movement (NDWM)representatives to present their views before the Chairperson of

this Committee. |t should happen very soon.

2. After the last
ing the draft

6. The Labour Ministry has Proposed that domestic workers be covered under the Rashtriya
Swasthya Bima Yojana (RSBY), its flagship social Security programme for unorganized workers.
Apparently, this Proposal has been under consideration for a while. We are trying to find out

where it has reached in terms of approval.

7. Social security—RSBY, other insurance like [ife and accident, pension and maternity
benefits, among others—must be extended to | informal workers, including domestic
workers. At our last NAC Mmeeting, Ritajj explained that the V.V, Gir Institute is Preparing a
Paper on socia| security for all informal workers, We wil get an update on facts and figures

which we can then take forward,



