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Suspension ol § W | (from the premises and having an employee | also be brought against the abortionist in the
el e . do the procedure. He explains the use of | near future.

o | . % P | ceneral anesthesia — putting Michelle Jor- A DeSoto County grand jury has been

w — dan to sleep for a very minor procedure — as | involved in hearings for several months now

In light of the charges

against him, the sanctions | — - l ¥ ) -
ag . ¥ F W i necessary because “she was nervous.” | over claims that Tucker crushed the skull of
finally ordered against il - ' ' '

1 LT X & a .i;. Apparently Jordan began having respira- | a baby girl born alive after his efforts to kill
lucker lend credibility to | N\ T - | 8w T SN - - -
. A T e ' 4 tory difficulties just at the end of the two her 1in an abortion failed.

______________________________________________________________

thO SC WhO claim that the | o / o M e e y 3 , : v s
: . N . . B R minute procedure to remove the Norplant Accordine to Jov Davis 1n a sworn depo-
medical board has been slow L 5 . . . T " | P P £ 14 p

' ' L N sticks. Tucker claims that aggressive efforts | sition, “There was a live birth in Southaven,”
and inept at processingcom- | @&° 58 =-

plaints . B . - i ar were undertaken to help the woman breathe; | formally licensed as the Tri-State Women'’s

Tl R e | medications were given, mouth-to-mouth | Health Center.
found guilty of gross negli-

| - ;| __ resuscitation was done, oxygen was made “Tucker had sent me to Southaven to talk
gence and malpractice in ' " . --; g ¥ . available, but 1n _the end Michelle Jordan | to the peop}f: there and calm them dO.W“*H
Mississippi on 32 of 34 L ' ' 4 I appeared to be dying. | Davis says. “And Dr._Tucker told me prior to
counts filed against him. The An ambu}anc; was fmall)_/ called. But that that there was a live birth, and he told me
medical board brotherhood here Tucker’s history calls mto'questlon the situation; told me what he haq,done and
voted unanimously to sanc- yvhethe‘r or not the woman was given help | how he had crushed the skul]cap.;
tion him by suspending his | immediately. Detractors suspect that Michelle Other ex-employees who testity that they
Findrse 08 vt Vel S 1ABS S e | Jordan was left gasping for air in order to | were present have corroborated the sworn
suspended four years from o . . oy allow the abprtlomst enoqghtlme toarriveat | testimony given by Davis. -
his “sentence.” Tucker is the facility in order to give the appearance District AFtoyn;y Rob_ert“L. W}lllamg of
without alicense for one year that he had placed Jordan under anesthesia | Hernando, le&SlSSlppl SE.ild., I_Can"tconflrm
but then may resume prac- and performed the procedure. | or deny an;ﬁhmg under investigation by the
tice with anumber of restric- Records indicate t_hat J_ordan was fmal_ly grand jury,” when aske_d for details on t_he
tions imposed that are in et transported to th; University hospital in Bir- | allegation that Tucker might be charged with
theory intended to hold him I mmgham sometime bereen 2 and 3 p.m. | having murdered_the mf_ant.
to a higher standard of ac- 3 April 7. She was resuscitated by emergency | However, Police Chief Tom Long con-
countability. T % room personnel butneverre_gamed conscious- | firmed that the investigation 1s going for-

Because Mississippi and f LRl ncss. Four days later she died. wand iy

Alabama have reciprocity, . L | L) _ : . ‘I can only say this,” he responded, “We
MDA e Criminal investigaltion beheve we have a good case z:md our 1nvesti-
siven Tucker a “summary | o gatlgn and that of the grand jury 1s continu-
suspension” revoking his Ii- | Most reports surroundmg Tucﬁker sfinan- | Ing. Koy Hilsa
cense to practice. The sus- cial status indicate tl'_lat he 18 umnsgred gnd | L_ong-mdlcatedthat the scope of the inves-
pension is temporary until unable to pay heayy judgments against mm. tigation s b_roader than whether or not a baby
June 22 when he will have a Itﬁhqs beer_l cause for some delay 1n the filing | girl was killed as alleged by several ex-
full hearing on charges that of c1vil suits against him as plaintiffs looked employees. There is speculation that Tucker
apply specifically to that at the possibility that they might p_revall In | may be _charged with v1plat1ng cher laws
state, including a more in- the courts but never see enough reimburse- | that limit the age at which a child can be
depth review of the death of ment to even pay for the cost of an attorney. | killed 1n a free-standing mill.
Angela Hall in Birmingham.
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In light of that fact there are likely to be Mississippl law requires that abortions

~ 8  those who have been injured but were unable | done on babies after the second trimester
| to pursue Tucker through a civil lawsuit | must be performed in a hospital. Testimony
| process. However, Tucker’s problems don’t | of atleast one ex-employee indicates that the
| end with medical board sanctions and civil | little girl whose skull was crushed was over
. | quits. [tisexpected that criminal charges will | the “legal limit” for Tucker’s facility. =

Protester prays by a police-guarded fence during a New civil suits
series of protests outside Tucker’s Birmingham mill in
April 1994 [n addition to medical |
board charges, Tuckeris con-
Dr Uug problems tinuing to battle numerous lawsuits. Only
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In addition to changing records, Tucker | filed suit claiming that Tucker permanently
staff routinely filled out drug prescription | injured her during the course of an abortion.
forms that were pre-signed by Tucker. Christal Morgan Fuselier of Petal, Mis-

Charles Breeland and G.W. Robbins are | sissippi claims that Tucker performed an
medical board inspectors assigned to investi- | unauthorized abortion upon her in which he
gate allegations against Tucker. During an | perforated her uterus, severed a main artery, | But on April 7, 1994, the 14-year-old girl
on-site survey of one Tucker facility they | and lacerated her bladder [seeLife Advocate, killing babies. | appears to have been the lucky one. Her
report that they found hundreds of pre-signed | May 1994]. The 19-year-old woman claims | | injury occurred first. Twenty-one year old

and undated prescription forms in an un- | that as a result of the procedure she is now | Instead an unlicensed employee performed Michelle Jordan followed her as a Tucker
locked drg\}/er. permanently sterile. the abortion. Her suit claims the abortion was ' client later in the day.
. In gddltl_on to allowing staff to prescribe Morgan claims that on three separate oc- | “unsuccessful.” Jordan was scheduled to have a Norplant
l?y using his forms, Breeland and Robbins | casions during the procedure she requested A suit 1s expected to be filed on behalf of contraceptive/abortatacient implantremoved
found that parcotics — controlled drugs — | that an ambulance be called to take hertothe | 3 [4-year-old “Jane Doe” who was given an from herupper right arm. Speculation among
were kept 1in an unlocked area, and many | hospital. Instead she was walked out of the | abortion on April 7 of this year. According to Tucker opponents and ex-employees 1s that
drugs could not be accounted for. facility and placed into a private car. From | her mother, the girl experienced pain and the abortionist wasn’t even at the facility as
One former employee testified that | there she was transported to the hospital. fever, developed an infection, and possibly the device was being removed from her arm.
Tucke_r’s method of reconciling his drug count In March of 1994 a university student, | hadheruterus perforated by Tucker. She was What 1s known 1s that Michelle Jordan
and his records was to order staff to docu- | Joycelyn White, also filed suitagainst Tucker | taken from the facility to an emergency room was placed under general anesthesia for a

ment thf drugs as hfewin g been “dropped and | claiming that in Deceml?er o_f 1992 she was | where it was also discovered that parts of her procedure that normally would not require 1t.
broken” or contaminated and destroyed. scheduled to have her child killed by Tucker. | child were still inside her. Tuckerrejects arguments that he was away
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Cathy Ramey
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Tucker enters his Jackson mill with an employee. Unlicensed employees gave drugs,
inserted laminaria, and performed abortions according to sworn testimony.

12 LIFE ADVOCATE, JUNE 1994 LIFE ADVOCATE, JUNE 1994 13




