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1. It is strange to see an advocacy for big storages (see Chapter 2, page 3-5) in a document from the Urban Ministry, on Urban Water issues. That issue has no direct relevance to the subject at hand.
This issue again comes up in chapter 9 on page 31, when it is quite blatantly said, 

“In the absence of proper storage facilities, the water is being wasted.  There is, therefore, an urgent need for creation of more storage capacity in the country.”

2. Following candid statement is interesting and is a candid admission that the situation is far from what the access figures show.
About 89% (233 million) of the urban population has reportedly got access to water supply. However, the coverage figures indicate only the accessibility. Adequacy, equitable distribution and per-capita supply may not be as per the prescribed norms. 
3. The following statement on page 26 is shocking:
Even if the funds are enhanced in the years to come, these will, never, be able to match the requirements.
The above statement has clearly been made to make the case for the next proposal: 

“It is, therefore, necessary and expedient to leverage resources available in private sector and capital market for water supply and sanitation sector in a much more meaningful manner. “
“leading to Public Private Partnership models in the sector.” again figures on page 29. 
The issue of Private sector again figures on page 30, “In addition, an outlay of Rs.600 crore has been made in the current financial year for Viability Gap Funding to support Public Private Partnership (PPP) projects in the urban infrastructure sector.  Water supply and sanitation projects with Private Sector participation can access funds under this scheme.”

Among the guidelines of the Accelerated Urban Water Supply Programme (Annex 2) is the following, which seems strange:

Special emphasis will be placed on privatization of implementation, operation and maintenance and cost recovery so as to make the scheme self-sustaining.
4. The following concluding para is most important and action needs to be pushed in that direction:
“In conclusion, however, to ensure urban water security on a long term sustainability basis, it would appear that Government of India will have to put in place an effective framework for establishing permanent water entitlements based on understanding(s) among the concerned States and suitable mechanisms for the administration and fulfillment of rights and obligations arrived at.  Without this, there will continue to be areas of surplus and scarcity and / or drawal of water by stakeholders in violation of the priorities laid down in the National Water Policy.”
5. One big issue that is missing in the note is that of need for treatment of sewerage water and how destructive is the release of untreated sewage in most cities. Issue of sanitation gets a back seat as usual. The issue of low water use sanitation (and similarly demand side measurement) are equally important.

6. Another big issue that is missing is about the local tanks, ponds, lakes, wetlands and rivers in and around the cities and how lack of conscious policy for the protection of these precious resources is leading to systematic neglect of these in almost all the cities. 

7. The note is fortunately not advocating 24X7 water supply. 

8. There is no mention of Millenium Development Goals or the target of GOI to achieve Universal access to Water Supply by 2007 and to sanitation by 2012.

RURAL WATER SUPPLY AND SANITATION
Final Background note on DDWS-NAC (This is from Rajiv Gandhi National Drinking Water Mission – Chapter 1 on Rural Drinking Water)

1. There seems little information about the caste related discrimination leading to lack of access to water for weaker castes.

2. There is little attention to the role of women in management of drinking water in rural areas.

3. There is little attention to the issues related with protection of local water systems like Tanks, johads, etc and what role they play in ensuring access to drinking water in rural areas.

4. There is little attention to the issues related with the access to water being cut off due to projects like large dams, industries, urban areas. 

5. One would have liked to see an analysis as to what extent the 73rd constitution amendment has been effectively implemented in various states with respect to drinking water issue.  Similarly about the PESA related implementation in Schedule Tribe Areas. 
6. The document gives figures of Not Covered and Partially Covered communities with striking clarity. It is also clear about the targets to be achieved and finances required. However, it does not show what the basis for the financial projections is. 

Chapter 2 on Reforms

1. The document is very candid when it says, “The communities that need drinking water for sustenance have no voice in the types of schemes, maintenance and proportion of usage of the available water.”  However, there is not too much in the document that suggests fundamental changes are being attempted to address this lacunae. 
2. The chapter does not state how successful has been the reforms in achieving its objectives. This is a very crucial gap. 
Chapter 3 on Central Rural Sanitation Programme

1. I all the three chapters, there seems to be no sign of independent Monitoring and Evaluation of the programme, nor that of independent project performance reports. Without these, the claims will lack that much credibility. Such reports should be coming from or with the active involvement of the communities themselves. Also how much transparency is there at the village level about these programmes, it is not clear. 
