
Re
riveted upon the profits from war supplies and
war loans is not neutrality. It is a hypocritical
cloak to cover the country’s crimes. Nor is it
enough to join the bourgeois pacifists, who
proclaim peace among the nations, while help-
ing to perpetuate the war among the classes, a
war which in reality is at the bottom of all other
wars.

It is this war of the classes that we must
concentrate upon, and in that connection the
war against false values, against evil institu-
tions, against all social atrocities. Those who
appreciate the urgent need of co-operating in
great struggles must oppose military prepared-
ness imposed by the state and capitalism for
the destruction of the masses. They must
organize the preparedness of the masses for
the overthrow of both capitalism and the state.
Industrial and economic preparedness is what
the workers need. That alone leads to revolu-
tion at the bottom as against mass destruction
from on top. That alone leads to true interna-
tionalism of labor against Kaiserdom, King-
dom, diplomacies, military cliques and bureau-
cracy. That alone will give the people the
means to take their children out of the slums,
out of the sweat shops and the cotton mills.
That alone will enable them to inculcate in the
coming generation a new ideal of brotherhood,
to rear them in play and song and beauty; to
bring up men and women, not automatons.
That alone will enable woman to become the
real mother of the race, who will give to the
world creative men, and not soldiers who des-
troy. That alone leads to economic and social
freedom, and does away with all wars, all
crimes, and all injustice.

The Individual,
Society and the State

he minds of men are in confusion, for the
very foundations of our civilization seem

to be tottering. People are losing faith in the
existing institutions, and the more intelligent
realize that capitalist industrialism is defeating
the very purpose it is supposed to serve.

The world is at a loss for a way out.
Parliamentarism and democracy are on the de-
cline. Salvation is being sought in Fascism and
other forms of “strong” government.

The struggle of opposing ideas now going
on in the world involves social problems
urgently demanding a solution. The welfare of
the individual and the fate of human society de-
pend on the right answer to those questions.
The crises of unemployment, war, disarma-
ment, international relations, etc., are among
those problems.

The State, government with its functions
and powers, is now the subject of vital interest
to every thinking man. Political developments
in all civilized countries have brought the ques-
tions home. Shall we have a strong govern-
ment? Are democracy and parliamentary gov-
ernment to be preferred, or is Fascism of one
kind or another, dictatorship—monarchical,
bourgeois or proletarian—the solution of the
ills and difficulties that beset society today?

In other words, shall we cure the evils of
democracy by more democracy, or shall we cut
the Gordian knot of popular government with
the sword of dictatorship?
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