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Some of his plays have had long ment contracts, and the like — these

money-making runs on Broadway.
But Mr. Anderson is more than a
successful author of popular plays.
He is a man of ideas and ideals.2
He wrote The Golden Six to show
the parallel between conditions in
ancient Rome that helped to cause
her downfall and those we face to-
day. It is a skillful, almost Shake-
spearian, ‘“historical whodunit.” It
has plot and drama. The hero,
Claudius, is a believable, true-to-
life, likeable young fellow. The
play has philosophy and introspec-
tion. It has a message, as true to-
day as in the days of ancient

are the handouts by which poli-
ticians mold citizens of the twen-
tieth century into pliant and de-
pendent voters. Public vacation
parks and resorts, municipal swim-

ming pools, government subsidized
theaters — these are our “circuses”
today.

The Lesson Is Lost

Few persons care to ask from
whence the funds come or to what
these programs lead. Most people
avold such unpleasant topics and
seek escape in light and gay

February

Rome. “The tradition is so strong
for freedom,” Mr. Anderson has
sald, “that the people would not

amusement. Musical comedies
draw audiences of thousands A

play that praises the modern “New
Deal” hero runs on for months on

give it up unless they were doped
for a long time. But a steady un-
earned 1ncome is the strongest
dope there is.”

As The Golden Six would indi-
cate, the “bread and circuses” of
Rome have counterparts today.
Price supports, tariff protection,
old age, unemployment, and vet-
eran benefits, special bargaining
privileges, tax exemptions, arti-
ficlally low interest rates of an
““‘easy money”’ policy, lush govern-

*See The Guaranteed Life (from the in-
troduction to his Knickerbocker Holi-
day). Single copies available upon re-
quest from the Foundation for Economic

Education, Inec., Irvington-on-Hudson,
N.Y.

New York’s “Great White Way.”

Yet a play with a lesson from his-
tory 1s ignored.

Last year when The Golden Six
was being staged, support was
lacking for a Broadway showing.
Mr. Anderson’s freedom message
opened 1n October, in a small
theater many blocks from New
York’s “Great White Way,” with
a cast of comparatively unknown
actors. It ran for the short span of
17 performances: and then it
folded, mute evidence to the cur-
rent thinking of a people whose
tradition of freedom, like that of
the early Romans, has been under-

mined by government handouts.
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“...(parcel post) operation should be made
to charge rates that pay their full costs...”

The Transportation Association
of America is a non-profit research
and educational organization
made up of users, investors and
carriers representing all modes of

transportation. Two-thirds of 1ts
voting memberships are held by
shippers. Its efforts are devoted
to the development and imple-
mentation of sound national poli-
cies that will assure the nation
of a strong transportation sys-
tem under private ownership and

operation.

During 1958 the TAA took a
strong stand against shipper pro-
posals to increase the size and
weight of parcel post moving be-
tween first class post offices. The
TAA also emphasized to a Senate
subcommittee, ‘“We feel strongly
that any such operation (parcel
post) should be made to char_ge
rates that pay their full costs, in-
cluding direct and indirect costs.”

What does TAA mean by direct
and indirect costs? Simply, that
in addition to costs charged to

For a free copy of the informative 0
booklet, “The Truth About Parcel Post,
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RAILWAY EXPRESS AGENCY

219 East 42nd Street, New York 17, N. Y.
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the Post Office Department, par-
cel post 1s also government sub-
sidized with part of its cost hidden
in the budgets of other agencies
and not charged against the Post
Office Department.

It is impossible for private
transportation carriers to compete
against such unfair below-cost gov-
ernment competition!

The T AA urged that Congress
uphold the following policies:
1. That Government should not
engage 1n any for-hire transport
services where adequate, pri-
vately owned facilities are or can
be made readily available.

2. Parcel post rates shall be ade-
quate to cover all costs of the
service and the annual parcel post
cost ascertainment reports of the
Post Office Department shall in-
clude all costs properly attribut-
able to parcel post service.

Only when such policies are up-
held will the American public be
justly served under the basic ten-
ets of our free enterprise system.




