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T O : Department of State 

INFO: Belem, Recife, Rio' J C; 

F R O M D A T E : AmEmbassy O f f i c e B r a s i l i a J u n e ?'> 1> i° C ; 

S U B J E C T : The Church and the Students i n the Northeast 

R E F : 

1. Attached i s a memorandum from the Consulate General i n Recife whid-
r e p o r t s growing evidence t h a t the Catholic Church i n the northeast i s 
moving toward closer i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h student a c t i v i s t s . 

2. Comment. The progressive wing of the Church and student a c t i v i s t 
groups h o l d a number of views i n common, p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h respect t o 
education and s o c i a l reform. I n some sections of B r a z i l the Church's 
attempts t o a l i g n i t s e l f w i t h the students have not always been success­
f u l . A case i n p o i n t is the almost t o t a l r e j e c t i o n by Guanabara and 
othe r urban student groups o f the Church's e f f o r t s t o e s t a b l i s h a 
s t u d e n t - a d m i n i s t r a t i o n dialogue. I t w i l l , t h e r e f o r e , be s i g n i f i c a n t 
t o watch the development of what appears t o be a nascent Church-student 
a l l i a n c e i n the Northeast. 
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