
Joyful Romans celebrate victory of the divorce law, a triumph over

forces of the rightwing and the Vatican. “‘The coalition government
could result in the spontaneous revolutionary intervention of the
masses.’’

to genuine revolutionary elements in Italy precisely because the
presentation of the historical compromise concept does not

represent a sudden and violent breach by the PCI leaders from the
past. Reformism has been the day-to-day practice of the PCI for
decades and bourgeois parliamentarism with the aid of the PCI has
sunk deep roots in the masses.

It is not a situation where the leadership of a revolutionary
working-class party has suddenly breached the revolutionary
platform of the party.

But the ascendency of the PCI to official positions in a governing
coalition with the bourgeoisie would accelerate the consciousness of
the masses and quickly make it possible for them to judge, through
their own experience, the sharp contrast between the promise and
the performance of the PCI leaders in an increasingly aggravated
social and political crisis.

Of course, where working class revolutionary independents can

make a race of it in specified localities, in such a way as to avoid
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causing the PCI to be defeated by a reactionary candidate because of
revolutionary electoral intervention, it should be done.

There is no question that a new chapter in the history of the
embattled Italian proletariat is about to open. Italian monopoly
capitalism, which has long avoided the formidable power of the
workers, is not likely to escape a showdown this time.
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