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Parana S e c r e t a r y of A g r i c u l t u r e Pimento1 on Parana 
A g r i c u l t u r a l P r o d u c t i v i t y 

r 
S e c r e t a r y o f P u b l i c S a f e t y I t a l o C o n t i f;ave a pc.rty 

on March 30 t o a s m a l l -roup o f c l o s e p o l i t i c a l a l l i e s 
t o w h i c h he a l s o i n v i t e d V ice-Consul S t e w a r t B u r t o n , "J3AID 
p u b l i c S a f e t y A d v i s o r Thomas p i l l i f a n t and t h e R e p o r t i n g 
O f f i c e r . 

S e c r e t a r y Paulo P i m e n t e l spoke f r a n k l y about h i s 
budget nroblams* However, S e c r e t a r y c f Tre a s u r y A l g a c y r 
Guimarass made l i g h t o f them. S e c r e t a r y P i r a e n t e l c l a i m e d 
t h a t a f t e r he p a i d h i s p e r s o n n e l and the y e a r l y allotment---
t o the I n s t i t u t e o l B i o l o g y , he was l e f t - w i t h p r a c t i c a l l y v 

no funds t o e f f e c t any r e q u i r e d programs -such as making 
seeds a v a i l a b l e t o farmers or e s t a b l i s h i n g needed ware
houses or s i l o s * rf 

He t h e n spoke a d m i r i n g l y o f the g r e a t c a p a c i t y Parana 
has f o r a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i o n o f many c r o p 3 - such as 
b a s i c f o o d s t u f f s , m i n t , c o t t o n , sugar cane, e t c . He s t a t e d 
t h a t the Governor, once he i s ab l e t o d i v e r s i f y a g r i c u l t u r a l 
p r o d u c t i o n and i n c r e a s e p r o d u c t i v i t y , c o u l d p l a y a major, 
r o l e i n the n a t i o n a l economic and p o l i t i c a l spheres. He 
s t a t e d t h a t Parana c o u l d e a s i l y become the breadbasket o f 
B r a z i l and c o u l d t h e r e b y be a f o r c e t o p r e v e n t s p e c u l a t i o n 
on f o o d and t o e f f e c t i v e l y c o u n t e r a c t communist i n f l u e n c e 
and p e n e t r a t i o n by b r i n g i n g f o o d t o the needy a t r e a l i s t i c 
p r i c e s . He I l l u s t r a t e d t h i s w i t h t h e e f f e c t t h a t Parana 
p o t a t o e s s e n t t o Pernambuco had on t h e l o c a l market. 
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These p r i c e s were reduced f r o m 120 c r u z e i r o s per k i l o t o about 
70 c r u z e i r o s . He s t a t e d t h a t Governor A r r a e s ' f r i e n d s had 
attempted t o make a d e a l Whereby 20 c r u z e i r o s w o u l d he added 
on t o the p r i c e per k i l o w h i c h would i n t u r n ro t o them. S e c r e t a r y 
P i m e n t e l r e f u s e d and i n s i s t e d that tne p o t a t o e s be s o l d a t the 
agreed-upon p r i c e w h i c h j u s t about cov e r e d Parana's c o s t s and 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n t o Pernambuco. He t h e n indulged i n what c o u l d be 
a r e v e a l i n g f l i g h t o f f a n c y when he commented t h a t a Parana 
governor c o u l d , i f Parana hecame tne breadbasket o f B r a z i l , b r i n g 
B r a s i l t o i t s knees i f he was not i n sympathy w i t h t h e d i r e c t i o n 
the F e d e r a l Government was t a k i n g s i m p l y by w i t h h o l d i n g f o o d s t u f f s 
t o the r e s t o f t h e c o u n t r y . 
CCU-.-HT 

He e v i d e n t l y o v e r l o o k e d the f a c t t h a t n o t o n l y would t h i s be 
a h i g h l y u n p o p u l a r move b u t w o u l d i n e v i t a b l y b r i n g about f e d e r a l 
i n t e r v e n t i o n i n the s t a t e . T h i s can be a t t r i b u t e d t o the S e c r e t a r y ' s 
y o u t h (he i s t h i r t y - f o u r ) and i n e x p e r i e n c e i n tne p o l i t i c a l s e c t o r . 
He i s e n t h u s i a s t i c i n h i s work and had the f i n a n c i a l r e s o u r c e s t o 
gi v e him a sense o f independence. 

A r t h u r \J. Peldman 
Arcs r i e a n Consul 
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